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Jordan backs PIO on stW-nile d eadline 

W p d P 8Kda y backed the Palestine Liberation 
-Fr ®} c * ein ? 1 ^ th** the Palestinian self-rule agreement 
— i TsracTbc mwra&d las plumed on Dec. 13. Any defay would 
be a setback to ttehfiddle East; ; - 


s the peace „ 

. on the ground,” added title official, who requested* anonymity . “If it 
fa fla.it wifl only encourage opponents of peace to have an opportunity 
tofruwue peaceand the q3e of violence will increasc.^Uoder^ 

Se P temb «. farad* troops 
shouM start withdrawing from the Gaza Sorb and the West Bank town 
of JenGho not Monday. Israel has said the pnllont might be 
but FLO leader Yasser Arafat Insists the start date is 
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Simple majority for Majali in Parliame 


41 deputies back government and 29 oppose it in galvanising 
vote of confidence; 9 abstain and one absent in 80-seat House 



Premier, in victory speech, says debate of past 
four days is real testimony to Jordan’s democracy 


King congratulates Majali, urges 
lawmakers to seek objectivity 


By Ayman A1 Safodi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
of Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Wednesday won a vote 
of confidence from the Lower 
House of P arliam ent with 41 
deputies voting in its favour, 29 
opposing it, nine abstaining 
and one absent 

The vote came at the end of 
a four-day session, winch Dr. 
Majali described as “good, 
helpful and a gain for demo- 
cracy.” 

Striking a candfialory note 
with members of the House 
who pelleted the government 
with criticism over what many 
called its “undenKxnrtfc”prao- 
tices. Dr. Majali thanked aB 
deputies for their speeches and 
pledged to work with them in 
dose cooperation for the in- 
terests of tile country. 

"Our reaction (to the 
speeches) would be marked 
with objectivity that derives 
from tim interests of the conn- 
tty and its objectives,” Dr. 
MajiiSr sax& aftcr he went tte 
confidence of the House. "We 
promise you to be... one hand 
m service of die country and its 
causes... I thmV all those who 
withheld confidence, abstained 
or voted (fin- me),” said Dr. 
Maja!£ 


“The government believes in 
democracy and works to con- 
solidate it... it is our national 
choice which Jordan has 
adopted as a style of govern- 
ment and a way of Hfe,” Dr. 
Majali earlier told the deputies 
while reading the govern- 
ment’s response to their 
speeches. 

Expressing respect for the 
legislature and recognition of 
its role. Dr. Majali said that 
the government will not take 
any major decisions without 
consulting with the legislative 
authorities. 

In almost a two-hour-long 
speech, the prime minister de- 
fended his Cabinet against all 
the charges levelled against it 
by opposition deputies daring 
tire session, responding to 
nearly all the issues they 
raised 

■ Dr. Majali said adopting the 
Speech from the Throne as a 
policy statement was a consti- 
tutional obligation, the dissolu- 
tion of tiie 11th Parliament was 
legal and _ justified and fbe- 
C ha flg e Sn-jife.' Election Law 
was affected -after a national 
dialogue and in response to 
demands. 

Majali also rejected 



AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Wednesday 
expressed his full confidence in 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and his Cabinet and 
Congratulated him on w innin g 
the vote of confidence in Par- 
liament. 

“I wish foil success for the 
Cabinet in serving the country 
and its people,” the King said 
in a message he sent to Dr. 
Majali, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. 

The King, who left for Lon- 
don late. Wednesday, also 
urged Dr.Majali to “bolster 
democracy and deepen its 
roots in our society because it 
is our irreversible choice, 
which requires bridges of con- 
fidence between the legislative 


and executive authorities and 
objective dialogue.” 

In another message be sent 
to Lower House Speaker Ta- 
here AI Masri in which he 
urged parliamentarians to 
“seek objectivity, truth and 
credibility in all actions and 
higher national interests above 
all other considerations.” 

The King told Speaker Masri 
that “free Jordanians have, 
with full awareness, chosen the 
best of people ot represent 
them in Parliament over others 
who had loud voices only.” 
The King said that in future 
he would leave it to prime 
ministers to read the tradition- 
al Speech from the Throne at 
the opening of Parliament 
since it is a government state- 


ment and “I have always deli- 
vered the speech out of respect 
for both trie government and 
Parliament.” 

Petra said the King later left 
Amman for Britain on a sever- 
al day private visit, the King 
was seen off by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince H as- 
sail, members of the royal 
family, Prime Minister Majali, 
the speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd Ben Zeid and other 
senior officials. 

Crown Prince H assail was 
sworn to serve as Regent dur- 



Royal _ 

Ben Shaker. 


Deputies heap harsh criticism 
as well as praise on Cabinet 


dialogue 
pogrom i 


(Continued on page 2) 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Mqjafi Wednesday addresses the Lower House of Porfounent (Photo 
by Yousef AI *ADan) 

In reply to deputies’ speeches, Majali defends 

policies, justifies constitutional steps 

and pledges to work closely with legislature 


By Snhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Timex 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House Wednesday ended a 
four-day marathon vote of con- 
fidence session during which 76 
deputies took the floor and 
alternately praised and harshly 
critirised the government oil 
issues ranging from the Nov. S 
elections, the recent govern- 
ment reshuffle, the peace pro- 
cess. economic reform, pover- 


ty and unemployment, as well 
as demands related to specific 
districts. 

Fifteen deputies took the 
podium Wednesday, with ten- 
sion rising and the galleries 
filling by the hour in expecta- 
tion of the vote of confidence, 
which took place after Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
delivered the government's re- 
sponse to the deputies' 
speeches at little before 9:00 

p.m. 


The govern men i came under 
fire for introducing rhe ouc- 
person. one- vote formula to 
the Election Law. dissolving 
the 11th Parliament, alleged 
interference sn the elections 
and favouritism in appointing 
ministers and senior officials' 
Some deputies praised the 
government's integrity and ex- 
pressed confidence in its ability 
to handle future challenges. * 

(Continued on page 2) 


Iraq executes 
Jordanian for spying 

AMMAN (AFP) — A Jorda- 
nian convicted of spying for 
Kuwait was executed in Iraq 
last month, the Foreign Minis- 
try said Wednesday. The 
Jordanian ambassador in 
Baghdad said in a telegram to 
tiie foreign ministry here that 
39-yeer-old Tmad Naim Hassan 
Hamadeh, a Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin, was ex- 
ecute^ on Nov. 3. The ambas- 
sador said be was told the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry that Mr. 
Hamadeh had “confessed to 
providing Kuwait with econo- 
mic and security information 
about . Iraq,” according to a 
copy of the telegram obtained 
by AFP. Mr. Hamadeh’s body 
was being kept in the Rashid 
hospital in Baghdad until his 
family decided where to bmy 
him,, it said. Mr. Hamadeh, 
born in Nablus in the West 
Bank, bad stadiedat the Uni- 
versity of Basra in southern 
Iraq and used to make fre- 
quent trips to Iraq where be 
had a business partner, his 
family said. 

Rantisi suspects PLO 
ordered killings 

MARJ AL ZOUHOUR 
( AFP) — The spokesman for 
Palestinian expellees in Leba- 
non said Wednesday he sus- 
pected the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) had 
ordered the killings of oppo- 
nents of the autonomy accord. 
“We. wouldn't be surprised if 
the liquidation of opponents 
(in the occupied territories) is 
ordered by tne Palestinian par- 
ties which signed an accord 
with Israel,” spokesman Abdul 
Aziz AI Rantisi told reporters ■ 
here. .’ 

Bhutto visits Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Pakistan 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
arrived here Wednesday for a 
three-day visit to discuss bi- 
lateral relations as- well as rc- 
; and international issues, 
r. Bhutto, wearing a black 
chador, was greeted at the 
airport by President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. She was 
accompanied by her husband 
Asif All Zardari, Foreign 
Minister Asef Ahmad AK and 
Defence Minister Aftab Sha- 
ban. 


Israel, PLO 
swap drafts 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel ex- 
changed draft agreements of 
their visions for Palestinian 
autonomy Wednesday in a 
move to speed up talks on 
Israel/ withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho in the 
West Bank. 

The chief negotiator, the 
PLO’s Nabif Shaath and Israeli 
Major General Amnon Sha- 
hak, exchanged the documents 
as subcommittees on security 
and civil administration held a 
fourth day of talks in Cairo and 
the Egyptian resort of El 
Arish. 

It looked increasingly un- 
likely the two sides would meet 
a deadline next Monday for 
Israel to begin its withdrawal 
as outlined in the PLO-Israel 
accord signed in Washington 
on Sept. 13. 


But the negotiators say they 
are still trying. It also appeared 
gestures could be used to les- 
sen the impact of a missed 
deadline while opponents of 
the talks on both sides were 
stepping up violence in the 
occupied territories. 

Israeli spokesman Ami 
Gluska told the Associated 
Press that said the exchange of 
drafts was aimed at moving to 
“a bottom line discussion” 
although the two sides still 
disagree on many details. 

**The intention is to cut short 
the process, to try to conduct 
the negotiations on the basis of 
a draft agreement." he said 
Dr. Shaath said earlier this 
week that the idea was to 
“move from item-bv-item 
negotiations into the exchang- 
ing of full drafts because we’re 

(Continued on page 2) 


Self-rule will help calm 
violence — U.S. , Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt’s 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Wednesday 
that Palestinian autonomy 
should be implemented as soon 
as possible to cool violence in 
the occupied territories. 

“President Mubarak made 
the fundamental point that im- 
plementation on the declara- 
tion of principle is absolutely 
essential if we want to move 
forward, bring an end to the 
violence.” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

He agreed with the Egyptian 
leader that implementation, 
with the start of an Israeli army 
withdrawal, would help "show 
the people that there is im- 
provement taking place on the 
ground." 

However. Mr. Christopher 
acknowledged there could be a 
brief delay in the begin nine of 
the withdrawal from rhe Gaza 
Strip and Jericho on the West 
Bank that is scheduled for 
Monday. 


"If the two parties (Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation — PLO) agree 
they need a few more days. 
The U.S. will not have an 
independent judgement that is 
adverse.” he told a joint news 
conference after talks with Mr. 
Mubarak in the Egyptian 
capital. 

"But the sooner they can 
begin the implementation the 
better." the secretary added. 

Mr. Mubarak hoped the 
autonomy negotiations, which 
are raking place in Egypt, 
could be wrapped up soon and 
autonomy sei in motion, but he 
also did not insist on the Dec. 
13 deadline being met to the 
exact day. 

The U!S. envoy made a brief 
stop in Egypt on rhe lares! leg 
of a Middle East mission to 
inject new impetus into the 
peace process, which has been 
shaken by spiralling violence 
between Palestinian hardliners 

(Continued on page 2) 



A Palestinian woman gestures as an Israeli soldier searched her home In Bethlehem (AFP photo) 

Rabin fortifies occupied lands 
as violence continues unabated 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The peace pro- 
cess. which is supposed to pro- 
duce the start of an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from occu- 
pied territories next week, re- 
sembled a military buildup 
Wednesday as reinforcements 
were sent to try to stem the 
daily attacks jeopardising the 
autonomy accord. 

The latest incidents included 
the shooting of a Jewish settler 
in Bethlehem and a series of 
demonstrations in Jerusalem. 

Officials signalled it may 
take another summit between 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
msatioQ (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
early next week to smooth the 
way to activating the accord. 

Police fired teargas to break 
up angry protests in Jerusalem 
Wednesday after a Palestinian 
shot a Jewish settler, as Prime 
Minister Yit 2 hak Rabin said 
the army was doing its utmost 
to protect Israelis. 

A man seriously wounded 
the settler and six Arabs were 
also shot as the army poured in 
extra troops to keep the lid on 
violence in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Hundreds of Jews demons- 
trated in the ultra-orthodox 
Mea Shearim district, settine 


fire to tyres and garbage cans. 
They called for 'Mr. Rabin's 
ouster for failing to defend 
sealers. 

Police firing teargas and 
wielding batons intervened to 
shove the demonstrators off 
the roads 3nd clear a massive 
traffic jam. but they made no 
arrests. 

In the Old City of Jeru- 
salem. one Palestinian was in- 
jured when settlers scuffled 
with Palestinians while border 
guards stood by. 

Trouble erupted when N) 
right-wing Kach members 
shouted anti-Arab slogans 
from a synagogue, prompting 
Palestinians to take to the 
streets with flags and cries of 
"Palestine is Arab." 

Also in East Jerusalem. 5U 
backers of the Popular From 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP). which is opposed to 
the autonomy accord, marched 
through the streets before 
being dispersed by border 
guards firing teargas. 

In the West Bank, military 
sources said a Palestinian 
armed with a pistol shot the 
settler in the stomach at point- 
blank range near Bethlehem. 

A curfew was slapped on the 
nearby Aida refugee camp, 
where the assailant tied with an 


accomplice, the army said. It 
added that a soldier came 
under fire near Beqaot settle- 
ment but was not nit. 

The PFLP claimed the Beth- 
lehem attack. 

“We carried out the opera- 
tion to mark the PFLP’s birth 
26 years ago and to stress that 
the armed struggle must go on 
until the Zionist invaders' have 
left our land." it said. 

Troops shot and wounded 
four schoolchildren in the 
southern Gaza town of Rafah 
after being pelted with stones. 
Two other Palestinians were 
wounded by sealers who fired 
ui their car near the Gush Katif. 

Mr. Rabin, who has poured 
troop reinforcements into the 
West Bank in an attempt to 
end the wave of violence, dis- 
closed Israel has about I4.0UU 
soldiers there and in Gaza. 

He gave details of troop 
strength — usually a top milit- 
ary secret — in an annual 
speech to Israeli newspaper edi- 
tors in which he said violence 
would not deter him from im- 
plementing the Isruel-PLO 
deal. 

"There are 1 2(1 platoons, 
and sometimes more, serving 
in the territories, protecting 
the Israeli setlkn and settle- 
ments." Mr. Rabin said. 


Arafat proposes 
‘shared Jens 


BONN (AP) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat called 
Wednesday for a shared Jeru- 
salem common to Israelis and 
Palestinians, and rejected any 
Berlin-like division of the city". 

He said that Jews and 
Palestinians had lived along- 
side each other for centuries, 
and that the city should be "the 
common capital of two states." 
Israeli and Palestinian. 

Mr. Arafat, speaking during 
a first official visit to Germany, 
said Jerusalem was a city of 
religious ‘tolerance and co- 
existence." but that there was 
"a political problem." 

Israeli leaders have insisted 
that Jerusalem must remain 
"the undivided capital of 
Israel," and have refused to 
contemplate negotiations over 
the status of Arab East Jeru- 
salem which thev "annexed" in 
1967. 

Asked about this “non- 
negotiable" status, reiterated 
in Bonn last week by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yithzak Rabin. 
Mr. Arafat replied that "Rabin 
speaks of his Jerusalem. 1 am 
speaking of mine, the one that 
was occupied in 1%7." 

He said that the Palestinians 
wanted an Israeli withdrawal 
from all the occupied territor- 
ies, in accordance with United 
Nations Security Council Re- 
solution 242. 

He also repeated that for 
him the Dec. 13 deadline for 
Israeli withdrawal from the 


Gaza Strip and Jericho, us 
agreed in the Washington Mid- 
dle East peace accords be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation iPLO) and Israel 
in September, was "sacred.” 

Asked about Palestinian 
movements such as Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad opposed to the 
accord. Mr. Arafat made a 
distinction between those 
tt'hich had a "Palestinian 
approach" and those that were 
influenced from abroad. 

He said that, for example, 
he had asked Israel to release a 
Hamas leader. Sheikh Ahmac 
Yassin, jailed for life in 3991 
accused of ordering the murder 
of two Israeli soldiers, whom 
he regarded as an indepen- 
dent. ' 

He was indignant about the 
violence of Israeli settlers 
opposed to the peace accords, 
saying they had "smashed 
some villages and town." 

Mr. Arafat also urged Ger- 
man industrialists to 'invest in 
Palestinian self-ruled areas. 

Mr. Arafat said an infras- 
tructure had to be built up in 
the autonomous areas after 
years of Israeli occupation. 

He said Palestinians wanted 
to create a free-market eco- 
nomy and needed the know- 
how and experience of the 
Germans, who built up their 
destroy ed country after World 
War II and are 'restructuring, 
formerly communist East Ger- 
many. 
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Simple majority for Majali in Parliament 

(Continued from page 1) 


accusations that the govern- 
ment interfered in the Nov. 8 
elections, asserting that the ex- 
ecutive was neutral and the 
polls fair and honest. * 

The government violated no 
norms Dy not resigning after 
conducting the elections. Dr. 
Majali said, adding that no- 
thing in the Constitution re- 
quires his Cabinet to quit and 
that the designation letter from 
His Majesty King Hussein 
mentioned hol ding the ejec- 
tions as one of the mission 
which the government had to 
fulfill. 

In their speeches, deputies 
accused the government of 
showing disrespect for the 
legislature, violating the norms 
by not resigning, and practising 
nepotism in senior government 
appointments, among other 
things. 

Dr. Majali said the 11th Par- 
liament was out consulted when 
the Cabinet was formed be- 
cause it was not in session, and 
last week’s ministerial change 
was not discussed with de- 
puties during meetings he held 
with them because it was not 
yet decided upon. 

- “Discussions with deputies 
(prior to the ministerial 
change) was meant to explain 
issues ... and informing the 
deputies of them,” said Dr. 
Majali. 

He said the exclusion of de- 
puties from the Cabinet was 
required by the higher interests 
of the country so that deputies 
will concentrate on legislation. 
“This is a point of view,’’ he 
said. 

Dr. Majali said the Nov. 8 
elections were held in a demo- 
cratic atmosphere governed by 
the law. Accordingly, the 
“elections were free, fair and 
honest ... and the government 
remained neutral without 
allowing any irregularities, 1 ' 
said Dr. MsqaH. 

Responding to deputies’ 
assertions that the government 
unilaterally changed the Elec- 
tion Law agains t the will of the 
major political parties and fi- 
gures mid without the national 
dialogue it had promised. Dr. 
Majali said tike introduction of 
the one-person, one-vote for- 
mula into the electoral process 
was in accordance with the 
Constitution that -guaranteed 
equal rights for all citizens. 

He said the change, which 


cancelled the bloc-voting sys- 
tem, came after “a national 
dialogue with all shades of the 
political spectrum and in re- 
sponse to a popular wish,’' 
addin g that the Kin o had en- 
dorsed the electoral amend- 
ments. 

Dr. Majali said the law 
allowed for contesting the 
amendments in the Higher 
Court of Justice but no one 
protested its constitutionality. 

Responding to deputies’ de- 
mands, Dr. Majali said the 
government would cooperate 
with the House to produce a 
modern election law that cor- 
responds with the “aspira- 
tions.” 

“We re affir m our commit- 
ment to the orientation 
adopted by the National Char- 
ter that ... Islamic Sharia is the 
main source of legislation,” the 
prime minister said in response 
to criticism by Islamist de- ■ 
puties who said the policy 
statement did not say the gov- 
ernment would move toward 
implementing Islam. 

Also in response to Islamic 
Action Front deputies. Dr. 
Majali said school curricula are 
being developed by Jordanian 
experts in keeping with the 
law, values and traditions of 
the nation. IAF deputies bad 
warned a gainst altering the 
school curricula to suit the 
requirements of the era of nor- 
malisations of relations with 
Israel. 

Dr. Majali reaffirmed Jor- 
dan’s commitment to a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
Middle East peace on the basis 
of international legitimacy and 
without compromising any of 
the country’s rights. 

“Just and comprehensive 
peace is what this government 
is seeking,” he said, adding 
that Jordan is coordinating its 
stands with other Arab coun- 
tries and not responsible for 
the “backward state of the 
Arab WorkL” 

Dr. ■ Majali pointed out the 
agenda for peace talks with 
Israel is not a peace treaty and 
that no such treaty win be 
readied without the approval 
of the legislature. 

“The government wiO not 
adopt any peace treaty without 
die approval of the House,” he 
said ....... 

He -said ■ die -Kingdom, has- - 
protested the -'Israeli higher 
court ruling to assume respon- 
sibility of Muslim holy places 


in Jerusalem, adding that the 
Jerusalem Department of Aw- 
qaf , winch is run by the Minis- 
try of Awqaf, is still in charge 
of these places. 

Dr. Majali said Jordan sup- 
■ ported the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
self-rule accord because it in- 
cludes positive achievements 
for the Palestinian people 
whom he said Jordan will con- 
tinue to support. 

Emphasising the importance 
of national umty and equality 
among all citizens, Dr. Majau 
said; ’National unity is not a 
slogan but a belief and prac- 
tice.” 

The Cabinet’s decentralisa- 
tion programme, winch was 
attacked by many deputies, 
was praised by Dr. Majali as an 
effective way for improving the 
performance of the govern- 
ment bureaucracy. 

Dr. Majali said his govern- 
ment supported demands to 
elect the mayor and council of 
Amman, that are currently 
appointed by the government. 

The prime minister outlined 
an 11-point programme for 
dealing with me problems of 
poverty and employment and 
promised measures to streng- 
then the agricultural and in- 
dustrial sector and the invest- 
ment environment. 

He said the government will 
^worl; to improve die standards 
of Jiving or public servants and 
army personnel adding that the 
government wiD work , out a 
programme that ensures that 
subsidised baric goods benefit 
those who need them. 

The prime minister also said 
the government would work to 
provide electric, water and 
other services to areas that lack 
than. 

Though die government has 
information that enables it to 
respond to “slanderous re- 
marks” made by some de- 
puties, it will not do so in order 
to protect national interests 
and democracy. Dr. Majali 
said. 

“We will not respond to per- 
sonal attacks and violations of 
tiie norms of dialogue,” said 
Dr. Majali, who drew applaud 
from deputies who opposed I 
him when he apologised for, 
statements made by some spec- ' 
tators . against . .deputies whp 
withheld JjonfideadOi a TKK 

“I apologise w.-anjobrotheE 
hurt by words made (byspecta 1 
tors),” said Di. Majali. 


Deputies heap criticism and praise on Cabinet 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mifleh Ruheimi (J crash), 
who was the first to speak 
Wednesday, refuted allega- 
tions by some deputies that the 
government includes among its 
ranks members of A1 Ahd ^ar- 
ty, the founder of which is 
Karak Deputy Abdul Hadi 
Majali, the premier's brother. 

“Me and mv colleagues in AJ 
Ahd Party had hoped that the 
Cabinet would include a minis- 
ter representing us. but the 
party was excluded/' Mr. 
Ruheimi said. 

Ibrahim Zeid Keilani (Am- 
man Third District), a promin- 
ent member of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF). joined by 
other front members and inde- 
pendents like Saleh Irsheidat 
(Irbid). a former minister of 
youth, criticised the premier 
lor not consulting the deputies 


before announcing his govern- 
ment reshuffle. 

Dr. Keilani and Karak De- 
puty Nazeeh Ammarin claimed 
that Dr. Majali did not appoint 
the right person at the right 
post and that personal affilia- 
tions predominate the shape of 
the new Cabinet. 

Mansour Ben Tareef 
(Karak) focused his speech on 
the economy in general and the 
agricultural sector in particu- 
lar, requesting a unified source 
for agricultural loans. 

Fifteen deputies presented a 
petition to the prime minister 
requesting that the interest on 
agricultural loans be written 
off, the debts rescheduled for a 
period not less than 10 years, 
the farmers be given a three- 
vear grace period, loans less, 
than JD 10.000 be forgiven and 
that all the above be included 
in the 1994 budzet. 


Some of the deputies who 
signed the petition conditioned 
their signature to the applica- 
tion of the above to the small 
farmers. 

Suleiman A1 Saed (Jerash) 
attacked what he described as 
the .government's non-Islamic 
policies in education, media 
and v culture, calling for more 
adherence to the codes of 
Sharia in school curricula. 

Islamic Deputy Abdul 
Mun’em Abu Zant, a fiery 
orator and a popular figure 
•since the 1989 elections, set the 
audience roaring in laughter 
several times with cynical re- 
marks. 

Mohammad Oweida, (IAF, 
Balqa) first refused to speak 
until the television cameras 
covering the event be re- 
moved. But his request was 
denied by Speaker Taher Mas- 
ri and he went ahead. 


Israel and PLO exchange drafts 


(Continued from page I) 

that close." 

< After more than two months 
of talks, the PLO and Israel 
are apart on how much land 
Palestinians will control in 
Jericho, who will guard cros- 
sings to Egypt and Jordan, and 
how Israel will protect Jewish 
settlers. 

But Egypt's Middle _ East 
News Agency said negotiators 
made progress on one point, 
the freeing of about Iti.fluo 
Palestinian” prisoners, mosi 
seized in the uprising against 
Israeli occupation that began 
six years ago Thursday. 


The agency said the two 
sides agreed "to Israel freeing 
about 3. (XX) Palestinians in the 
coming days. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher told reporters 
Wednesday after meeting Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak that 
Washington would not object 
to a short delay . 

“If they decided they need a 
few more days to get "it right, 
it's important to get it right," 
Mr. Christopher said, siding with 
Israel in being less worried 
about the exact deadline (see 
separate story). 


‘Self-rule will 
calm violence 1 

(Continued from page 1) 

and Israeli settlers. 

An announcement of re- 
newed Syrian-Israeli talks was 
expected in Damascus on 
Thursday, after Mr. Christ- 
opher meets for the second 
time this week with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad. 

Syria has indicated it would 
favour a meeting between Mr. 
Assad and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, bur Mr. Chrisiopher 
has said any decision on this 
must be made by Mr. Clinton 
himself. 


Qadhafi 
alerts 
Libyans to 

possible 

attack 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan 
Leader Colonel Moammar 
Qadhafi warned Libyans 
Tuesday ro be "ready to repel 
a new offensive/** Libyan 
Television said. 

In a speech in Tripoli's 
western suburbs. Col. 
Qadhafi urged Libyans ro be 
prepared, just as the older 
generation had "chosen re- 
sistance and death against 
Italian tanks and German 
battleships*' in World War II. 

Col. Qadhafi has been 
touring the country for daily- 
meetings with demonstrator* 
protesting at the decision by 
the United Nations on Dec. 1 
to freeze Libyan assets 
abroad and to stop deliveries 
to Libya's petrochemical in- 
dustry. 

The new sanctions are in 
addition to an air and military 
embargo imposed in April 
last year. 

They are intended ro put 
pressure on Libya ro hand 
over for two men suspected 
of bombing a Pan Am flight 
which exploded over Locker- 
bie, Scotland in December 
I98S, killing 271) people .and a 
French UTA airliner that ex- 
ploded over Niger the follow- 
ing year with rhe loss of 170 
lives. 

Libya has refused to hand 
them over to Britain or the 
United States on the grounds 
that they would not get a fair 
trial, although it has agreed 
to a trial in a neutral country, 
probably Switzerland. 

Film loses Lonrho backing 

Lonrho. the international 
conglomerate, has withdrawn 
finmciabbackmf from ji coni 
tro'WsitiU‘fffm i r -tfbttiJ\ *ttf£ 
Lockerbie Ixraripfc wlttdi it is* o> 
financing with Libya, the 
Financial Times reported 
Wednesday. 

Stephen Walls and Peter 
Harper, two of Lonrho’s 
newly-appointed non-execu- 
tives. persuaded the Lonrho 
board to end its involvement 
in the film, the paper said. 

Thev are also expected ro 
press for Lonrho to withdraw 
from further cooperation 
with Libva. which owns a 
third of llonrho's Metropole 
hotels subsidiary. 

Dieter Bock, the German 
joint chief executive, was also 
keen to abandon the film 
project, which had been 
started on the initiative of 
Tiny Rowland, his fellow' 
joint chief executive. 

The £330JX)0 ($949.50(1) 
film was to be made by Allan 
, Francovich. a U.S. producer 
who has made u number of 
highly praised documentaries 
about the U.S. Central In- 
telligence Agency. He said he 
had nor been informed of the 
decision. 

He added: "I am not going 
to be stopped (from complet- 
ing the him) by anyone.” 

Mr. Rowland said he and 
Mr. Bock were "at one” on 
the Libyan issue. While the 
board had decided to stop the 
financing of the film "for the 
time being.” he said that 
work already completed was 
ol commercial value to 
Lonrho. 

Mr. Rowland has accumu- 
lated w’hai he believes to be 
evidence that Libya was not 
responsible for the bombine 
and reportedly passed the in- 
formation to British minis- 
ters. 


Canada offers Jordan 
remote-sensing technology 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is to em- 
ploy. with the help of Cana- 
dian high technology, the use 
of remote-sensing radar to help 
it monitor area tectonics and 
prepare geological surveys. 

This was revealed yesterday- 
by the Canadian ambassador 
to Jordan Andrew Robinson 
and the general director of the 
Royal Jordanian Geographic 
Centre. Dr. Oqlah Dhaimat, in 
a briefing hosted by rhe centre 
to celebrate the visit of the 
GlobeSar remote sensing air- 
craft. 

Dr. Dhaimat explained that 
the centre was acting as the 
local project coordinator be- 
cause of its expertise in the 
field of geological surveying 
and because of its extensive 
geographic information net- 
work. 

Mr. Robinson described 
Canada's technological lead- 
ership in the field of remote 
sensing and reiterated that the 
visit is part of rhe ongoing 
technology transfer and skills 
development programme be- 
tween Canada and Jordan. He 
hoped that this project would 
enhance and extend the warm 
friendship between the two 
countries. 

The GlobeSar programme is 
based at the Canada Centre for 
Remote Sensing in Ottawa, 
Ontario. GlobeSar, which has 
already carried out several de- 
monstration flights in Taiwan, 
China, Thailand, Vietnam and 
Kenya, carried out such flights 
yesterday, spanning three 


horns, for the purposes of land 
surveying and data collection 
over Al Azraq, north and 
south Amman. Jerash and 
Petra. 

Dr. Vernon Singh roy. pro- 
ject coordinator for *Jordan 
said, the visit, which concludes 
Friday, also involves supplying 
the Royal Geographic Centre 
with the translated results of 
the survey flights. 

The GlobeSar team travels 
to Tunisia and Morocco next. 

Dr. Singhrqy also explained 
how the flight is part of a larger 
project to be crowned in the 
spring of 1995 with the launch 
of the Canadian radar satellite 
(Radar sat) which will scan the 
earth for the next five years 
taking data and supplying in- 
formation every -five days in 
the tropics and every three 
days elsewhere. 

“This satellite will join two 
other radar satellites from the 
European Community and 
Japan,” assistant coordinator 
Robert St. Jean said. 

“Some major goals of the 
project are ro monitor environ- 
mental pollution, map geolo- 
gical features and area tecto- 
nics in the hope of creating a 
comprehensive land informa- 
tion tystem. The system has 
also proven beneficial to hyd- 
rology. hydrocarbon explora- 
tion and in various other com- 
mercial applications,*' Dr. 
Singhroy said. 

The second technical work- 
shop. introduction to radar and 
its applications, 'was also con- 
cluded on Sunday. The first 
such workshop took place ear- 
ly in 1993. 


Singer who killed foreigners 
attacks guard and injures self 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A de- 
ranged small-time pop singer 
held in a mental hospital for 
fatally shooting four foreigners 
in a luxury hotel's coffee shop 
attacked a guard Tuesday in an 
apparent escape attempt, 
ponce said. 

Subdued and returned to his 
*ceU rj they<sa|d,*the mqiminjured- 
" himself By' banging' lus bead” 
against a wall. 

The singer. Saber- Fariiat 
Abu Ai Ala. was not thought 
to be seriously wounded, a 
police spokesman said, speak- 
ing anonymously under usual 
departmental practice. 

Mr. Abu AI Ala has been 
incarcerated in the mental hos- 
pital in suburban Abbaseya 
since shortly after his shooting 
rampage ori Oct. 26 in a coffee 
shop of Cairo's swank Semi- 
ramis Inter-Continental' 
Hotel. 

Witnesses said Mr. Abu AI 
Ala; shouted “Allabu Akbar” 
as he opened fire with a hand- 
«mn. Two Americans and a 
Frenchman died at the scene. 
An official of the Italian Jus- 
tice Ministry succumbed to his 
injuries after being flown home 
to Italy. 

The police spokesman said 
Tuesday’s incident began when 
Mr. Abu AI Ala asked police 
guard Mohammad Helmi Ali 
to let him leave his cell to go to 
the toilet. The guard complied 
and escorted the prisoner, but 
Mr. Abu AI A(a turned on Ali 
and began beating him. Re- 
sponding to the policeman’s 
cries for help, hospital person- 
nel restrained the patient, 
police said. 

Left alone in his cell, the 
police spokesman said, Mr. 
Abu AI Ala smashed his bead 
repeatedly against the concrete 
wall. Staff again curbed his 
outburst and hospitalised him 
for treatment of cuts on his 
skull. His condition was not 
considered serious. 

Mr. Abu AI Ala, 28, re- 
portedly told interrogators he 
shot up the Semiramis cafe to 
avenge the terror done to Bos- 
nian Muslims, the deaths of 
children, rapes of women, des- 
truction of mosques. 


Government spokesmen re- 
peatedly have denied links be- 
tween mm and Muslim extrem- 
ists whose anti-government 
violence, and police counter- 
violence, have V tiled more 
than 240 people since early 
1992. 

•Trents sa^orL-naAuual teteit- 
7- siori th6 M tii^it''iM'f'tBe shoot' 
ing episode that he had spent 
time in recent months » 
Dairut, a town in southc.a 
Egypt that has been under 
nighttime curfew for months 
because of extremist violence. 

The worst single incident of 
the escalated violence occurred 
in May 1992 in fields outside 
Dairut, the slaughter by Isla- 
mic radicals of 13 Christian 
formers and a Muslim who 
helped them. 

Gunmen kill policeman 

Gunmen shot dead a police- 
man Tuesday in the Nag Haro- 
madi area of southern Egypt, 
and elsewhere more than 200 
suspected fundamentalists 
were arrested, police said. 

Mohammad Mahmud Abu! 
Ala was killed on his way to 
work in Nag Hammadi, 580 
kilometres south of Cairo, by 
suspected militants who man- 
aged to flee the scene. 

His death brought to 78 the 
number of policemen killed 
since mflitants stepped up their 
attacks in March 1992 aimed at 
toppling the secular govern- 
ment of President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

In Assyut province in south- 
ern Egypt security forces 
• arrested 183 militants who 
were preparing a demonstra- 
tion over the arrest of 39 other 
militants Monday in the At 
Rahma Mosque in Assyut, 
police said. 

The mosque is regarded as a 
stronghold of the outlawed 
fundamentalist group AI 
Gamaa AI Islamiyyah. 

Three fundamentalists were 
injured during the arrests, 
police said:' 

Police entered the mosque 
firing teargas, after they had 
sealed off all the nearby 
streets. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Weapons seized from Kuwaiti civilians 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti authorities have 
seized thousands of weapons from civilians, including 31 
surface-to-air missiles and anti-tank rockets, which were left 
behind by Iraqi troops in the Gulf war, the Kuwaiti Interior 
Minister said Tuesday. Sheikh Ahmad H'moud Al Sabah told 
parliament Tuesday the arms were seized by a special task 
force which began work in late 1992, after a deadline had 
expired for the voluntary surrender of weapons. Sheikh 
Ahmad said the 13,000 weapons, seized in 28 residential areas, 
also included six anti-aircraft guns, hand-grenades, shells, 
detonators and nearly 5,000 assault rifles. Acting Parliament 
Speaker Salah Al Fadhala suspended the decree authorising 
the seizures by the task force until the next foil session or 
parliament, set for late December, following a complaint from 
a deputy about the way the weapons were confiscated. 

Khamenei for limited iran-Egypt thaw 

NICOSIA (R) — Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
bas authorised the Iranian government to seek a limited 
improvement in icy relations with Egypt. Parliament Speaker 
All Akbar Nateq-Nouri was quoted as saying Tuesday. This 
could overturn a 1979 decree by Ayatollah Khamenei’s, 
predecessor, the late Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, which cut 
diplomatic ties with Egypt in response to Cairo's peace dea) : 
with Israel. Mr. Nateq-Nouri, quoted by Tehran's Sal am 
newspaper, said Iran's Supreme National Security Council 
headed by President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani agreed in a 
discussion that relations with Egypt should be restored. “This 
was relayed to the exalted leader (Khamenei). He said it was. 
not expedient. Recently when the matter was raised again, he 
issued a permission oa a particular Level,” be said without, 
elaborating. He was speaking in the southwestern city of 
Ahvaz. Mr. Nateq-Nouri’s sraremenr follows remarks by Mr. 
Rafsanjani who told Egypt’s veteran journalist Mohammad 
Heikal in an interview last month that Iran and Egypt should 
have a dialogue. , 

U.S. battle group heads for Gulf 

DUBAI (R) — A U.S. Navy battle group led by the Aircraft 
carrier Independence headed for the Gulf Tuesday to enforce 
U.S. air patrols over southern Iraq, a U.S. navy spokesman 
said. U.S. carrier-based aircraft have not patrolled the 
southern marsh regions of Iraq since early October because' 
carriers were diverted from the Gulf "to Somalia. The ‘ 
Independence and its battle group left Singapore on Monday . 
and were expected in the Gulf soon, U.S. Central Command 
Navy spokesman Lieutenant Commander Bruce Cole told 
Reuters. It comprises of the nuclear submarine Helena, one 
cruiser, two frigates, an ammunition ship and an oiler. It 
replaces the aircraft carrier America's group, which left 
Somalia on Sunday for the Mediterranean Sea. 


OAU mini-summit 
launches peace project 


CAIRO ( AP) — Leaders of 11 
African nations urged Tuesday 
\thar.twa-Liby^$ti^^ 
‘bombing of a/Pan^Tm Jtinibo- - 
jet be tried in a neutral coun- - 
tjy, supporting Libya's posi- 
tion in its conflict with the 
west. 

Salem Ahmad Salem, secret- 
ary-general of the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity (OAU), 
said leaders attending a so- 
called OAU mini-summit also 
agreed on a peacekeeping 
agency to solve disputes on the 
continent when requested by 
concerned parties. 

Mr. Salem said the agency's 
first job will be to send 180 
soldiers and 20 civilians to 
Burundi before New Year's 
Day to shield government 
leaders, and encourage dia- 
logue among warring factions. 

The mini-summit's final 
communique said the African 
leaders discussed at Tripoli's 
request Libya's conflict with 
the United States. Britain and 
France and urged a peaceful - 
settlement for the dispute. 

The three countries pushed 
through last month a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
tightening sanctions to punish 
Libya for refusing to surrender 
for trial in the United Stares or 
Britain two suspects in the 
19S8 bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie. 
Scotland. The attack killed 270 
people. » 

The African leaders "called 
for a fair trial for the suspects 
to be carried in a neutral coun- 
try.” the statement said. 

Libya's offer to send the 
men to trial in any country 
other than the United States or 
Scotland has been rejected re- 
peatedly by the Security 
Council. 

Mr. Salem said the African 
leaders also discussed the tur- 
moil in Somalia, which he said 
is not the responsibility of the 
OAU alone but of the interna- 


tional community. 

He praised Ethiopian Pr,e.si- ui(ii 
'ipnt'Meles Z^wai.s/'effants to,",'! 
mold an agreement among'. 
more'than a dozen Somali fac- 
tions and emphasised that 
attempts to solve the Somali 
conflict must be based on 
national reconciliation. 

Mr. Zenwai has convened a 
peace conference of Somalia's 
warring clans in Ethiopia's 
capital Addis Ababa. 1 
“Africa should speak in’one 
voice in order to reach a solu- 
tion.” the summit statement 
said. That way; it said, the 
Somali factions would not 
misinterpret Mr. Zenwai's initia- 
tive. 

The United Nations now has 
a (J S.-led peacekeeping and 
relief force in Somalia!” The 
United States plans to with- 
draw all its forces by March 31. 
Most ofher participants arc 
awaiting the outcome of the 
conference in Addis Ababa to 
determine whether to stay. 

The Cairo summit also urged 
peaceful settlements for con- 
flicts in Angola. Liberia and 
Niger and expressed support 
for the OAU efforts to bring 
them about. 

According to Mr. Salem, the 
peacekeeping fund would be 
supported bv five per cent of 
the OAU*s budget and. dona- 
tions from African states’ and 
sources outside the continent. 

He said, however, that any 
outside support, "should be 
unconditional/* s 

Mr. Salem added that the 
new mechanism for solving in- 
ter-African conflicts will have 
no permanent standing army 
but will depend on the African 
countries peacekeeping experi- 
ence. 

The countries attending the 
meeting are Egypt, Zimbabwe. 
Senegal. Gha’na. Djibouti. 
Burkina Faso. Camcroun. 
Tunisia. Ethiopia.. Angola and 
Niger. 
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JO Aden (RJJ 

05:25 Singapore . Kuala Lumpur (RJ 1 

07:16 Sanaa UUl 

0*2 5 New Delhi (RJ| 

09:25 Aqaba (RJJ 

0W6 Riyadh I RJ) 

IfcOO Beirut (RJ) 

10:20 Colombo (RJJ 

10:45 .... New Ynrfc. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:00 UmtaKRJ) 

18:15 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

18:30 London. Berlin (RJ ) 

18:35 Athens ( RJ) 

lftOO Casa Blanca. Tunis (RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

20:00 Rome(RJ) 

23:45 Cairo (RJ) 
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lfc35 :. Rome(AZ) 

Ifc45 Dubai (EMI 
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'22:25 
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Banana 68U 

Banana fMufcammar) 620 

Beans 600 / 450 

Cabbage 120/70 

Carrot 240(180 

Cauliflower Iflfl/ ii) 

CTcmcniinc -. ISO V 120 

Cucumbers (large) 200/150 

Cucumbers (small) 360/2S1 

S lam W0 ,'.600 

e Fruit ■ iTWIOO 

Lotion 170 / 100 

Marrow (large) 300/ 15(1 

Marrow (small) 400 / 300 

Othes (green) 66Q/400 

Orange 380/200 

Onion (dry) 400 / 300 

Onion (green) 280/160 

Pepper (hot) ; 26a/ 200 

Pepper (sweet) 260/200 

PWnto 27U/.200 

Radish 130' 70 

Tornao 400/ 240' 

spmach : 220 / I6U 
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Suspected 
killer turns 


Deputies conclude assessment 




himself in of government policy statement 

. Bv Rana Hnssetni ^ JL J 


. By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 28-year-old 
man turned himself Wednes- 
day to the KaraJc police and 
confessed to the killing of a 
30-year-old man “by mistake" 
thinking be was his uncle’s 
killer, according to a police 
report. 

On Tuesday evening, police 
received a call from Y. A. A. in- 
Al Tyebeh area, near Karak. 
informing them that he had 
found the body of a 30-year- 
old man, identified by police 
only as S.S.S. 

when the police arrived at 
the scene of crime, they found 
the body of the victim with 
eight empty pistol shells 
nearby. 

Preliminary investigations by 
the Karak police indicate that 
A. A. A., acting on a tip, went 
to where his uncle's presumed 
killer was living: a tent in Sar- 
mouge - area m Karak. 

A.A.A told the police he 
went to the tent where the 
victim was staying and called 
him by his first name. 

The man, iocidently having 
the same name, answered back 
arid the suspect fired eight 
shots at him. One buDet hit 
. him in 1 the head and caused his 
instant death, police said. 

The suspect told police he 
decided to surrender himself 
after learning from his brother 
that he had killed the wrong 
man. . N 

Specialist to review 
continuing medical 
education 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian-French Medical Associa- 
tion Thursday and Friday will 
hold the third French-Jorda- 
nian Medical Congress, which 
this year will focus on con- 
tinuing* medical education. 
Specialists from France and 
Jordan will participate at this 
two-day congress, which is de- 
signed to expose the experi- 
ences of different countries in 
the world and possible benefit 
for Jordan from those experi- 
ences. The subject of con- 
tinuing’ medical - education \ya& 
selected' because "pttts import- 
ance 1 t fd ’ gerief^^pfactitio^ers . 
and all specialists’, and because 
of an increasing interest in 
developing this education in 
the public and private sector. 
The Jordan-French Medical 
Association was formed in 
1991, on the initiative of Jorda- 
nian doctors who graduated 
from France. A sister associa- 
tion exists in France 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


☆ UNRWA exhibition of 
Palestinian embroidery 
and greeting' cards at 
Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation (10:00 a.m.- 

* . 6:00 p.m.) 

■fr Art exhibition by artist 
Eddbert Delia at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist 
Beotr BewJnczuk at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

-A- Exhibition Of prints and 
drawings by Fakhr El Nis- 
sa Zeid at Darat Al Funim 
of the Abdul Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Abo showing 
the permanent exhibition 
(Satnrday-Thnrsday 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

* Plastic art exhibition by a 
number of Iraqi artists at 
La Casa Art Gallery (be- 
tween the 5 th and 6th Cir : 
des). 

A- Exhibition of sewing 
equipment at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (11:00 - 
7:00 p.m.). 

A Exhibition of Lebanese 
products at Philadelphia 


A Exhibition of paintings by 
artist Khalid Khreis at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

CHRISTMAS 

CAROLS 

& Christmas cards pre- 
. sentation at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 
p.m. (on Thursday). 

FILMS 

# FBm entitled “Dumbo” 
at the American Center 
fon Thursday) at 5:00 

p.m. 

A Video fihn in English enti- 
tled “Dada Movement and 
Marcel Duchamps” (with 
commentary in Arabic by 
Ms. May Mudhaffar) at 
Darat Al Funun of the 
Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh at 5:00 p.m. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Lower 
House of Parliament deputies 
Wednesday concluded their 

debate over a vote of confi- 
dence for the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Al Majali. Following are ex- 
cerpts from the statements of 
deputies who spoke in 
Wednesday’s session and 
others from Tuesday that the 
Jordan Times could not pub- ' 
lish yesterday: 



A wad KhleHht' . 

Maan District (I) 

I' defer my decision about 
confidence in the government 
.until I hear the prime minister 
replies to die demands and 
questions of the deputies. 

\ To begin with I have to point 
oat that one should not con- 
fuse allegiance to the King with 
support or opposition to the 
government. At the same time, 
opposing the government 
should not be interpreted as an 
opposition to the regime. I 
believe that opposition when 
coupled with sound advice to 
the government is patriotic 
deed and is in support of the 
regime provided it aims at up- 
holding the higher national in- 
terests. 

I would like to point out that 
with regard to cooperation be- 
tween the Executive and Leg- 
islative authorities, everything 
is not going well. The present 
government which was formed 
last MaV was mandated ' to 
orgaiusS -the election but de- 
spite the' fact that it reached 
the end of this task it continued 
in office. 

I had hoped that at least; the 
government should not have 
provoked the previous parlia- 
ment members by dissolving 
the House in violation of par- 
liamentary norms. 

This was an unprecedented 
action that damaged democra- 
cy and harmed the spirit of 
cooperation between the two 
authorities. The government 
also passed the amendment to 
the election law which proved 
impractical and unrealistic. In- 
deed the new law created an 
atmosphere of suspicion and 
mistrust revolving around the 
real intentions of the govern- 
ment, and caused a split within 
the Jordanian community. It 
helped to deepen divisions and 
fostered sectarianism. 

I believe that election proce- 
dures should be revised and 
modernised to be more flexible 
and clear for all citizens. 

In discussing the question of 
cooperation between the Ex- 
ecutive and Legislative author- 
ities I remember a group of 
independent deputies meeting 
with the premier to ask him to 
maintain close dialogue with 
parliament members and to 
form a strong political govern- 
ment that can handle the se- 
rious issues at hand. The pre- 
mier replied that he was not 
begging for confidence from 
anyone and went on to reshuf- 
fle the government without 
consulting with parliament. 

We do not know if the pre- 
sent government is political or 
technocrat. If it is technocrat in 
nature why should a doctor be 
given the portfolio of public 
works or post and communica- 
tions and why does the govern- 
ment choose an expert in eco- 
nomics to be in charge of in- 
formation and national gui- 
dance at a time when Jordan is 
facing a serious stage in its 
history. 

The prime minister main- 
tains that the two authorities 
should be separated but we see 
that some members of the Sen- 
ate are also members of the 
present government. 

Saleh Sha’awateh 

(Lrbid District) (FDC) 

Is this government capable of 
implementing the promises of 
prosperity, justice and equality 
as we hope? 

Will the (one-person-one- 
vote) law and the dissolution of 
Parliament be the right govern- 
ment to guard democracy. 

Will the government which 
supervised the elections, where 
some people voted more than 
once and others could not vote 
because of administrative com- 
plications, be the government 


that will protect the law, 
•spread justice and equality and 
respect pluralism? 

Many institutions are closing 
their doors to people for unjus- 
tified reasons to a degree that 
an applicant for a job is asked 
about the brithplace of the 
grandfather. 

So are there any plans for 
this government to stop these 
practices? 

Under the prime minister's 
presidency of the University of 
Jordan, an exceptional accept- 
ance system has become a reg- 
ular practice. So is this govern- 
ment able to cancel what other 
governments have perpetu- 
ated? 

I demand the implementa- 
tion of the previous House 
decision that all staff of public 
health sectors be treated equal- 
ly. Can the government imple- 
ment that? 

Is this government capable 
of bringing about a qualitative 
step in the transport sector 
after the Public Transport Cor- 
poration lost its role of guaran- 
teeing the public an adequate 
transport medium at a reason- 
able. cost? .. .. 

We were and we still are 


favourite political party. 

As for the peace settlement, 
I as a Muslim cannot have 
peace with those who occupied 
the land, oppressed the people 
and violated the sacred. 

Reconciliation with the 
Jews, I believe, violates the 
Kuran and the Sunna (Islamic 
tradition). 

The master of this country 
has repeatedly called, ana 
from this podium, for progress 
towards Islam. So where is the 
government programme to- 
wards this end? I call on the 
government to formulate plans 
for our progress in that airec- 


dreaming of a government that 
wQ] respect the Constitution 
and pledge not to go around its 
script. 

Is this the government or 
will the programme of this 
government be within the 
frame of hopes and wishes? 


governm 
frame of 



tion; towards Islam by spread- 
ing virtue and fighting vice. 
That should start by putting 
school curricula on the right 
track and directing the media 
towards the service of the na- 
tion. 

I want to stress again that 
what the government nas done 
so far, which is - a~ flagrant 
aggression on democracy and 
Shura, is only a sample of 
things yet to come. 

At last, I want to ask the 
government: What is its stand 
towards soaring prices? What 
does it say about the dis- 
appearance of medicines from 
government hospitals and cli- 
nics? What is its stand regard- 
ing the low level of salaries? Of 
unemployment? Of corrup- 
tion? Of nigh university fees?. 

I hope to hear answers in 
front of people and nation. 



Abdnl Rahim Ekonr 
(lrbid District) (IAF) 

The people look- at us . with 
hope. They hope'tye! wUJ;6e up 
to their ' expectations. They 


o aevise pjar 
in all fields. 


want us to deliver them 


want us to devise plans ana 
prosperity in all fields. 

They want us to deliver them 
from the dangers of the Zionist 
octopus that occupies our land 
and from the crusaders repre- 
sented by the rhinoceros, the 
U.S. and its agents. 

The government failed to 
produce its own programme of 
action and chose to hide be- 
hind the King's Speech from 
the Throne. 

I can only look at the gov- 
ernment programme in con-, 
trast with my own on which I 
gained the confidence of 
people. 

The government has been 
.formed and reshuffled in viola- 
tion of the basic principles of 
democracy. It was formed 
while the previous House was 
in recess. 

At that time the prime 
minister did not even bother to 
make a courtesy visit to the 
House of Deputies. Above 
that he chose to dissolve the 
House without warning. Even 
the Speaker of the House of 
the heard decision from his 
■ staff at the end of the day. 

The government dissolved 
the House without giving a 
reason which points to its ill 
intentions towards democracy. 
It then legislated, a new tem-« 
porary law for elections with- 
out consultations with any of 
the political or popular forces 
in the country. It aid not keep 
its promise of conducting a 
national dialogne on the issue 
as it has claimed it had done. 
That despite warnings from 
veteran political leaders on all 
levels. It acted with a military 
mentality fay issuing a law that 
violently violated our national 
unity and tore deep into our 
-social fabric in a manner that 
widened secterianism, racism 
and regionalism. 

This country has reached a 
high level of freedom and 
democracy that, despite the 
fact that it remains below our 
aspirations is pleasing friends 
and annoying foes. We had 
hoped our government would 
bolster this and improve the 
process by enhancing the pro- 
tection of freedoms. Instead, 
we were surprised to see the 
government arrest people 
whose integrity cannot be 
doubted. 

Yet, dear colleagues, I think 
the catastrophe is not the pre- 
sence of a tyrant government 
but our failure, as people's 
representatives, to hold it 
accountable. 

This government has 
appointed ministers' secretary 
generals, governors, and local 
governors, presumably putting 
the right man in the right 
place. But this was not the 
case. These appointments were 
designed to serve the prime 
minister or the government’s 






Abdul Karim Dnghmi 

(Mafraq District) (FDC) 

. 1 The. firijf thing that homes to; 
my mind when discussing the 
policy statement of any gov- 
ernment is not the statement 
itself but what is more impor- 
tant in my opinion is how dose 
or far is that government from 
the democratic march which 
we, and our leadership, have 
opted for. 

The closer this government 
comes to democracy, the closef 
I feel towards it and the more 
my respect for it increases. 

In fact I would adopt its views 
and explain them to my consti- 
tuency. 

The further this government 
moves from democracy, the 
more I would feel that clangers 
face our country and our peo- 

E le because I believe that we 
ave no security in this country 
and no life without democracy. 

Opposition, as one of my 
friends has already mentioned, 
costs its bearer dearly, .and I do 
not support those who feel that 
opposition is an easy task, for 
opposition has sent one of our 
country's national figures to 
jail unfairly, not for any reason 
except that he was a strong 
opposer. And I do not want to 
elaborate in his subject, which 
is well known to everyone, but 
I am one of those who lived 
with him during the difficult 
days and had the honour of 
defending him and I used to 
watch the fabrications against 
him. Because of what 1 said I 
will use as my yardstick, demo- 
cracy, I will balance this gov- 
ernment against this slogan. 

This government did not 
consult with the 11th Parlia- 
ment before dissolving it and 
changing the Election Law. 
And someone may say that 
why should they consult since 
most of the former deputies 
were about to ran for elections 
and the government itself was 
only a temporary one? 

Because the premier refused 
to admit that nis government 
was only a temporary one. 

The premier appeared also 
to have decided on a position 
towards the Parliament as a 
whole, since he formed his 
government with only one col- 
our of the political rainbow in 
the country, overstepping the 
political pluralism available in 
the country, in contravention 
of the practices of all the gov- 
ernments of the democratic 
era. 

This is the government of a 
coup d'etat against democracy 
from within it. 

A temporary government is 
the one which is formed to run 
elections and then resign after 
the new house is elected, and it 
is okay if the same team fonns 
a new government, but this 
government has rejected this 
advice and contradicted demo- 
cratic tradition which would 
makes it necessary for it to 
resign, using the excuse that it 
is not a temporary govern- 


ment. 

What about His Majesty’s 
words in the press conference 
on Nov. 9 — when the results 
of the elections were 
announced — “As for the gov- 
ernment, no decision has been 
taken about this yet, but it 
would be natural for us to 
review our affairs at the begin- 
ning of a new stage and reorga- 
nise ourselves in accordance. 
The government has fulfilled 
its duties in full, a government 
which was concerned with the 
temporary state..." 

I believe that it would be 
better if this government res- 
igned and opened the way for a 
national coalition government 
which could bring in all colours 
of the Jordanian political rain- 
bow to confront the new stage 
of political and economic de- 
velopments. 

Is it part Of a dminis trative 
reform to have the government 
overturn everything against 
one of the general managers 
who refused to take the minis- 
ter’s instructions to punish one 
of his employees in a martial 
law manner? 

The government reacted by 
circulating a decision without 
dialogue or discussion in which 
it decreed that this general 
manager be removed from his 
post to another where he has 
no actual work, in order to 
downsize him. 

It asked the ministers to sign 
its decision when it knew that 
the behaviour of the general 
manager was in line with the 
law, but the martial law tem- 
perament of this government 
does not respect the law. 

And I want to ask the prime 
minister: is this a dminis trative 
reform or a way to settle per- * 
sonal scores; we know, ana we 
know the prime minister 
knows the answer? 

All the administrative lead- 
ers in this government live in 
fear these days because they 
never know what the next day 
will bring because they are 
threatened daily if they do not 
abide by the dictates given to 
them by some bodies who are 
dose to this government and if 
they do not pledge obedience 
.to these bodies, even at the 
expense of the law. 

Thank you for this wonder- 
ful administrative reform. 

What do we say to a minister 
who swears at our people in 
newspapers. It is an issue that 
should lead him to resign or be 
removed from his post. That is 
if this government respects it- 
self. One of the excellendes, in 
one of our local newspapers 
said: “The trade that our peo- 
ple master most is to create a 
mountain out of a mole hill." 

That means that our people 
are all hers and at best ex- 
aggerators. Since our people 
are like this, your excellency, 
why did you accept to become 
a minister to serve these 
people? 

I advise you to resign. 

As for the other minister, j 
who has just entered the gov- 
ernment m the reshuffle, who 
attacked aD the Arab people in 
one of his lectures at the Arab 
Thought Forum when he said: 
“The reasons behind our tech- 
nological backwardness are 
many, some are hereditary 
which we cannot deny. These 
genetic effects are caused by 
heredity and the environ- 
ment.” 

In the same speech he said: 
“There is another factor which 
contributes to the technologic- 
al state in the Arab World and 
that is the decreased ability to 
use hands among the Arab 
people and this is hereditary.'’ 
well if our genes are back- 
ward, your excellency, why do 
you become a minister to serve 
us? Why don't you go to those 
whom you admire for their 
genes and who are not back- 
ward; perhaps they will open 
research centres for you where 
you could devise a way, with 
your developed mind, in which 
you can correct our genes? 

And there is the minister 
who was the most effective in 
playing with the election proc- 
edures, and who comes back, 
after the announcement of the 
results, with a list of descrip- 
tions of the deputies categoris- 
ing them along the lines of 
origins. So and So is of Palesti- 
nian origin, so and so is of 
Jordanian origin, and a third is 
a national Jordanian which can 
only indicate that the others 
are not nationalistic nor Jorda- 
nian. 

That is when I had to ask 
some of the elders in my tribe. 
Rani Hassan, to find out when 
my forefathers arrived in Jor- 
dan and where they came from 
so that the minister would not 
make a mistake about my 
origin - 

We are at loss. What are the 
standards by which ministers 
are chosen. What does his ex- 
cellency the prime minister say 
about a minister of information 
(Maan Abu Nowar) who 
wanted to strip half the people 

{Continued on page 4) 



The Young Women’s Christian Association choir 

Christmas joy with YWCA choir 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special fo the Jordan 77m es 

AMMAN — *Tt's beginning to 
look like Christmas" is more 
than a traditional song. It is a 
spirit that the choir" of the 
Young Women Christian 
Association knows so well how- 
to share with the audience each 
December, since it was found- 
ed in 1980 by conductor Karim 
Bawab. 

This year, the choir has sche- 
duled four concerts at the Royalti 
Cultural Centre fRCC) on Dec. 9. 1U , 
12 and i3. The choir owes its 
undiminished success to sever- 
al elements, the main being 
Mr. Bawab's charisma. Then, 
there is the motivation, dedica- 
tion and talent of all its mem- 
bers and a smart formula that 


combines genuine classical 
pieces with Tighter, traditional 
ones. Often the highlight of 
each performance is"the" finale 
that is sung with a massive, 
joyful audience participation. 

The novelty this year is the 
introduction of a strin as sec- 
tion that will accompany the 
singers, in addition to pianist 
Agnes Bashir. The strings en- 
semble is part of the National 
Music Conservatory that per- 
formed at the RCC last Mon- 
day. The programme includes 
eighteen selections from the 
"Messiah” by Handel, Christ- 
mas carols and Arabic songs. 
“Laylat Eid”, Lavlat Al 
Milad". “Ave Maria". 
“Rudolf* the Red-nose Rein- 
deer”, “Joy to the World” and 
“Silent Night" will delight the 
audience as thev have done in 


previous years. 

Soloists' Samia Ghannoum. 
Nancy Sha'ban, Jim Turner. 
Samir Carmi, Whitney Mes- 
senger. Wiimar Manzano and 
Nadim Bawab, the vounge.st of 
them all. will add a special 
touch the voices of the choir. 

Compositions and arrange- 
ments by local musicians like 
Salvator Arnita, Agnes Bashir. 
Samia Ghannoum and Yoanna 
Abu Rahmeh have been inte- 
grated in the programme. 

At one of the choir rehear- 
sals this week, the Jordan 
Times spoke to Mr. Bawab and 
to some of the singers and 
musicians. Seeing them at 
work and listening to them, 
whether singing or talking, was 
actually feeling the spirit of joy 
and peace we all believe in. 


Mitsubishi donates buses to Jubilee 
School as a ‘token of goodwill’ 


By Rana Hnssemi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — President Man- 
oro Makihaia of the Mitsu- 
bishi Corporation Wednes- 
day donated two 1994 school 
buses to the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) Jubilee 
School as a “token of good- 
will and friendship to the 
school and people of 
Jordan.’ 1 

According to Fathi Jarwan, 
the principal. of the school,. 
the NHF contacted Mitsu- 
bishi Corporation and pro- 
vided them with a list of the 
Jubilee School’s needs; the 
company agreed to furnish 
the school with two buses 
expected to be delivered next' 
February. 

The two buses are needed 
by the school, Mr. Jarwan 


said, adding that the school 
has only two buses and is 
renting some vehicles to 
transport its 89 students. 

The Jubilee School is one 
of the NHFs most important 
projects. 

The school is the brainchild 
of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
who started the idea back in 
1985 and opened it in May 
this year. 

The 89 students (all nine 
graders) are part of the 
school's plan that aims to 
- construct a boarding high 
school with a capacity of 600 
11- and 12-grade students 
(300 boys and 300 girls) from 
.all parts of the Kingdom. 

Dr. Jarwan explained that, 
a multiple-criteria student 
selection process was under- 
taken by the school earlier 
this year. Testing was done 


by the Jubilee School in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education and the Uni- 
versity of Jordan in May and 
July. 

According to Dr. Jarwan, 
1,021 applications were sub- 
mitted to the school, 789 
from schools in the Greater 
Amman region. 

Dr. Jarwan told the Jordan 
Times the school believes 
that gifted and talented stu- 
dents represent a national 
wealth which is vital for the 
future well-being and 
prosperity of the Jordanian 
society. 

“The school's mission is to 
offer students with outstand- 
ing academic records a uni-' 
que learning experience 
based on their needs, in- 
terests, capabilities and past 
experience,” be said. 
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Take a break from work at Al Mansaf 
Restaurant. Our new Executive Lunch is 
exciting, satisfying and incredible value at 
only JD 8.500++ per person. Whether it's a 
quick bite, or a leisurely business meal, 
this is a deal you can't afford to miss out 
on. 

So the next time you're out for lunch, make 
sure you're at the Marriott. 

Open Saturday through Thursday. 

For information and reservation please 
call: 607607 Ext. 4. 
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Gain for democracy 

DEMOCRACY triumphed at Parliament last night 
After four days of accusations, requests and de- 
mands by the people’s deputies, and after a detailed 
reply from the government, the prime minister and 
his colleagues won the confidence they had sought. 
The fact that Dr. M^jaii won a ample majority is an 
important signpost on the road ahead for both 
government and Parliament. Much of what was said 
in the deputies’ speeches is a tine reflection of the 
real issues that oar people are most concerned with: 
poverty, unemployment, under-developed regions, 
health, education, bureaucracy, corruption in gov- 
ernment and favouritism, the economy and the 
peace process, among others. These issues, as Dr. 
Mqjali rightly pointed out in his reply speech, have 
been the concern of many governments, matters like 
the peace process and the economy are greatly 
influenced by external factors that are, in many 
ways, beyond oar reach. However, other concerns 
are entirely in oar hands and require genuine 
efforts on behalf of both government and Pariia- 
Enept to address 

Dr. Majali’s lengthy address to the House yester- 
day sought to answer all depoties’ concerns, and his 
reconrilktaiy tone mast have helped him to win 
more deputies to his side. Bnt toe prime minister, in 
Us; first encounter with an elected body most have 
a!s6 learnt a valuable lesson: Governing by the 
Constitution alone does not ensure democracy in 
government; nor can democracy alone provide 
bread and water to all citizens. Good government Is 
about sound policies implemented by men and 
women of integrity through an. efficient system, in a. 
democratic atmosphere anti manner. •* 

Both this government and the honourable mem- 
bers of both Houses of Parliament, old and new, will 
haye to learn better how to work jointly to Improve 
the lot of our people, which is exactly, what they are 
all; there for. 

While Dr. Mqjali and his colleagues will pick up 
the' threads in dealing with a new and vibrant 
Parliament, the honourable members, especially the 
deputies, need to follow up on the demands and 
requests they mentioned in their fiery speeches. But 
first they need to organise themselves, in the sort of 
groups and coalitions they had formed right after 
Fartiament was convened. Then they need to 
develop their platforms by drawing viable and 
realistic programmes with which they can confront 
the government. Dismiss as unrealistic one deputy’s 
programme which called for, among other tilings, 
the formation of one Arab and Islamic army and 
cancelling borders between all our countries. The 
government and parliament will face another semi- 
nal test coming soon, the budget debate. That too 
will help both parties to coexist and work together, 
towards the ultimate objective: Serving the people. 

' But, above all, Parliament and government most 
remember that while they are watching over each 
other’s shoulder, the people-win be watching them 
both. Only in four years from now, the people will 
go to the polls again once, more to decide who will 
represent them in Parliament and watch the govern- 
ment for them beyond 1997 and Into the 21st 
century. Jordan lias, as both government and 
Parliament agree, a great deal of challenge lying 
ahead. It can only be met if democracy triumphed 
as it did yesterday. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

IT IS clear from the U.S. secretary of stare’s statements to the 
media yesterday that U.S.'s repeated attempts to achieve 
progress in the peace process is still obstructed by Israel's 
intransigence, said A1 Ra'i daily. The obstacles, said the paper, 
are reflected in Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
insistence that any withdrawal of Israeli forces from Arab land 
should be in line with the security requirements of the Jewish 
state and that the time has not yet come for Israel to give up 
any part of the Gaza Strip and Jericho in accordance with the 
Oslo deal. Warren Christopher's statement calling on the 
Arabs not to lose hope was a dear attempt to show that his 
tour in the region has achieved some progress, although he 
realises that Israel has no intention of relenting, said the daily. 
Mr. Christopher has also said that he might soon be 
announcing a new date for the resumption of Israeli-Syrian 
talks, but he failed to secure any commitment from Mr. Rabin 
about Israel's change of position over the Golan Heights or the 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza Strip and Jericho, the paper 
added. Therefore, one is led to the conclusion that Mr. 
Christopher will leave the Middle East without achieving any 
progress. Whatever Mr. Christopher might say at the end of 
his tour, said the paper, can by no means cover up for the 
Israeli intransigent position. 

TrtE RABIN government is facing an escalating confrontation 
with the Jewish settlers who have apparently secured the 
hacking of the Likud Party, said Taher Al Udwan. a 
columnist in Al Dustour. Both the Likud and the settlers are 
determined to abort the PLO-Israel deal and refuse to 
withdraw from Arab land, he said. In return, the Palestinians 
who are opposed to the deal are showing equal resistance and 
reacting violently to the settlers’ atrocities and provocations, 
continued the writer. Faced with this situation. Mr. Rabin 
could either be trying to appease the opposition or speed up 
the implementation of the PLO-Israel/ deal, the writer said. 
He expressed belief that the coming. few years would be the 
hardest in the Palestinian struggle for freedom and liberation. 


Majali answers parliamentarians: Peace has to be just and 
comprehensive; Separation of powers serves the country 
better; Election Law allowed for fair casting of votes; 
Government will deal with poverty and unemployment; 
Reforming the administration will be an ongoing process 



AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali.. 
Wednesday emphasised' 1 (fiat 
his government was seeking a 
just and honourable peace that 
can guarantee the return of 
Arab rights on all tracks and 
fronts. 

In an address answering to 
remarks made by the Parlia- 
ment members over the past 
three days, the prime minister 
. said that' Jordan has made it a 
condition that peace should be 
comprehensive on all fronts 
and deal with all basic issues, 
especially the return of the 
refugees or compensation for 
their losses. 

We have buried for ever the 
idea of a substitute homeland 
for the Palestinians despite the 
pressure exercised on us during 
the negotiating process, said 
the prime minister. He added 
that Jordan had been coordi- 
nating its stand with the other 
Arab countries and consulting 
with them on all issues. 

"We have always been advo- 
cates of a peace that could be 
acceptable to the coming gen- 
erations. one that has been 
endorsed by the Arab sum- 
mits. as we want peace in 
implementation of U.N. Secur- 
itv Council resolutions 242 and 
338 in order to achieve a dur- 
able settlement." he said. 

"Jordan." he continued, 
“has called for peace with hon- 
our and the government has 
supported the PLO-Israel deal 
because we realised that it con- 
tained achievements that 
should be protected," said Dr. 
Majali. adding: “We have 
offered the PLO our full back- 
ing towards the liberation of 
• the Hands and ensuring the 
‘Tiaslic needs of the Palestinian 
people." 

Referring to the govern- 
ment's decision not to involve 
deputies in the government. 
Dr. Majali said that this policy 
reflected the belief that the 
executive and legislative au- 
thorities should be separated 
so that the deputies dedicate 


theit_gfforts to legislation and 
control of government per- 
formance. 

With reference to the Elec- 
tion Law. he said that the 
government has been commit- 
ted to the 1986 election law 
and its amendments and has 
not allowed for any excesses to 
that law. with the result that 
the elections were fair and free 
and held in the manner desired 
by His Majesty King Hussein. 

Referring to the government 
plans for subsidies, the prime 
minister said that the govern- 
ment will soon issue a prog- 
ramme for subsidising prices of 
commodities and there are 
allocations for this in 1994 fis- 
cal budget. 

He stressed that the govern- 
ment will continue to control 
the prices of basic foodstuffs as 
these are the main commod- 
ities for the limited income 
groups. 

As to the poverty and unem- 
ployment. the government is 
serious in taking measures to 
curtail the two problems by 
stimulating the national eco- 
nomy with investments, espe- 
cially in projects in the less 
fortunate areas and through 
reorganising the local labour 
market. 

The government, said the 
prime minister, will also ex-‘ 
pand the social security and 
will reconsider the employ- 
ment regulations so as to give 
incentives to the workers and 
create new jobs. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment will seek to improve the 
living standard of the em- 
ployees. the military personnel 
and the pensioners and ensure 
for them a.decentlivmg. 

Dr. Majali said tharthe prcF 
cess of reforming the adminisr 
tration was continuing. • but 
would take time to bear fruit. 

He said that the government 
would conduct a comprehen- 
sive revision of all the legisla- 
tions related to civil service; he 
also said that the government 
would submit to 'the Parlia- 


ment draft laws regarding the 
civil and military pension with 
the view to improving rhe liv- 
ing standards of the people. 
Following are excerpts of the 
prime minister's address in 
Parliament: 

First I would like to empha- 
sise the fact that I deeply re- 
spect this House and its mem- 
bers. You are. as the King has 
said, the distinguished elite of 
the people of Iordan. 

I wish to speak frankly here. 
Like you. I was not happy 
about some writings in the 
press which dealt with the Par- 
liament and the government's 
stand towards the House. This 
Parliament includes the very 
elite of the people and can by 
no means be considered as a 
tamed House, endorsing any- 
thing given to it by the govern- 
ment. 

The government considers 
that this is damaging to the 
government, the 'Parliament 
and the people who elected the 
deputies. We consider this as a 
way of damaging the image of 
the government' and its 'rela- 
tionship with the House. 

Our dignity is the same, re- 
gardless of our differences of 
views. The government re- 
spects the views of ail of you 
and your opposition to its poli- 
cies. The government respects 
the views of all members of this 
House because they ail aim to 
protect the national interest. 

The government will prove 
to you that it will cooperate 
with you in all decision-making 
processes and will prove to you 
its respect and appreciation. 
The government is responsible 
before you and needs your 
confidence. Your support, for 
our joint effort is requited to 
serve this country and its wise 
leader. 

Jordan has chosen the path 
of democracy and parliamen- 
tary rule as a way of life in 
order to achieve its desired 
objectives. Needless to say. 
this government believes in 
democracy and will act to 


deepen its meaning and prom- 
ote dialogue in order to attain 
the higher national interests. 

This' government pledges to 
remain 'in constant consulta- 
tion with the Parliament in all 
important issues. 

borne of the deputies have 
accused the government of 
breaching the Constitution by 
adopting the Speech from the 
Throne as its official policy 
statement. I do stress here that 
the government was absolutely 
committed to the Constitution 
and its 54th clause which pro- 
vides for this situation. This is 
a must, according to the Con- 
stitution and according to the 
Higher Council for the Inter- 
pretation of rhe Constitution, 
issued in 1991. 

Your House has also en- 
dorsed the government's deci- 
sion to consider the Speech 
from the Throne as the govern- 
ment's policy statement, in im- 
plementation of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Concerning the description 
of this government as being 
only a provisional government. 
I tell you that there is no 
provision in the Constitution 
about a provisional govern- 
ment or otherwise a govern- 
ment could be asked by the 
King to take certain tasks as 
indeed occurred in the task to 
prepare for the elections and 
the other tasks contained in the 
King's letter of designation to 
the prime minister to form the 
government. 

The holding of the elections 
was one of the tasks entrusted 
to the government 

As to the view that the gov- 
ernment should have resigned 
. after the elections, the govern- 
meat's decision tp- stay .is not 
violating any provisions of the 
Constitution as long as the 
government plans to ask the 
Rouse for a vote of confi- 
dence. 

There is no harm done to the 
democratic march as long as 
the government has asked the 
House for a vote of confi- 


As to queries raised about the 
failure of the government to 
consult Parliament on the 
Cabinet-reshuffle. I say that 
the government was formed 
when the 1 1th Parliament was 
not sitting and had completed 
its work and was not asked for 
an extraordinary session. 
Therefore it was impossible to 
conduct such consultations. 

My meeting with the de- 
puties of various Woes before 
the reshuffle aimed at explaini- 
ng the general economjc poli- 
tical and social situation in 
Jordan. This was needed to 
brief the deputies on policies. 

The exclusion of deputies in 
the Cabinet was in line with a 
decision to separate the execu- 
tive from the legislative au- 
thorities so that Parliament can 
dedicate its efforts to legisla- 
tion and to control the work of 
the government. 

Since its formation, the gov- 
ernment started working to 
prepare for the elections and to 
create a democratic climate for 
the voting process. The intro- 
duction of the one-person, 
one- vote system was in con- 
formity with the Constitutional 
and the National Charter 
which aimed at establishing 
equality among the citizens. 

The introduction of the sys- 
tem followed consultations 
with various political groups 
and in response to public de- 
mands. 

Any government decision on 
draft laws would have to be 
later endorsed by Parliament 
after debate. 

The dissolution of the 11th 
Parliament came in conformity 
with the third article of the 
Constitution when ^Parliament 
•was not sitting.-- - « ^ - 

As to the prbcedmfc of Ifte 
elections, the government was 
careful to apply the Election 
Law of 1986 and its amend- 
ments in word and in spirit. 

The problem of repeated 
names in the voting lists was 
dealt with by the Ministry of 
Inferior, which had discovered 


the errors. Everything was ; 
done in accordance with the 
provisions of the Jordanian 
laws. Judges were among the 
committees in charge o* the ’ 
election and the counting of . 
the votes. - 

As to point of related, to 
considering Islam as the rcli- . 
gion of the state, the govern- 
ment wishes to stress the provi- . 
sions of the National Charter ; ' 
in this matter. According to ’ 1 
the charter. Islam remains the 
main source for legislations. 
The government will apply the • 
provisions of the charter and- . 
the civil law which is based on 
Islam. 

As to rhe peace process, the . 
government realises that peace 
required preparedness no 
proportion than preparation 
for war. - 

We should nor forget That 
Jordan called for a comprehen- 
sive peace that should restore 
Arab rights. After the Gulf 
war. peace became an interna- 
tional demand and the Arab 
countries accepted the Madrid 
peace formula. Jordan wanted 
to give peace a chance to re- 
gain its rights. 

Jordan has not ceded any of 
its rights and after two years 
we reached a common agenda 
to start negotiations to regain - 
our lands and waters. 

Wc cannot say no to the 
restoration of Arab land anti 
waters and we cannot say no 
for the other gains like tbd 1 . 
rights of the refugees. 

The government seeks to . 
study all financial legislation 
with a view to modernising 
them and for the sake of pro- 
tecting public funds. 

The government is a!sg§J* 

working on amtatfEagihe mjBi 

fion {aw and thtfomtes tax fayflfl 
It is alsfl taking measures 9 ^8 
find a final solution for 
state-owned land illegai^l 
seized by citizens. 

The government will « 
to preserve and bolster nati 
al unity and it will prove th»4| 
word and practice. 


Deputies conclude assessment of govemment policy statement 


(Continued from page 3) 

of their Jor danian citizenship 
and who instead of being 
(sacked) is relieved from his 
duty as information minister 
and rewarded by making him 
first deputy prime minister.? 

I have asked myself and my 
colleagues, I asked most of the 
voters I know and I asked them 
to direct me to one positive 
element about this govern- 
ment, hoping that with it I 
could hide the many faults of 
the government perhaps enabl- 
ing me to give it confidence. 

1 did not find anyone who 
could give me this positive 
element and therefore I 
announce that I will not give 
confidence to this government 
until such a time it is replaced 
by a national coalition govern- 
ment which can respect the 
people and their deputies. 

Hammad Abu Jamoos 

(Amman First District) (PDC) 

My vote of confidence in the 
government hinges on the ex- 
tent to which the government 
will address the issues and de- 
mands raised in my statement. 

Our deliberations, discus- 
sion and rejection are but some 
of the fruits of personal free- 
doms, genuine political parti- 
cipation, political pluralism 
and respect of counter opinion, 
which we in this country enjoy, 
so let's safeguard these demo- 
cratic gains and institutionalise 
them within the context of a 
sacred national unity. 

The peace process warrants 
national, pan- Arab and inter- 
national efforts, hence peace 
will not be achieved, nor will it 
be complete by the mere sign- 
ing of partial agreements. 
Therefore, there is a need to 
support the firm Jordanian 
position, which calls for estab- 
lishinga just, comprehensive 
and durable peace, in accord- 
ance with the United Nations 
resolutions. 

In this context it is essential 
to stress the need for enhanc- 
ing inter-Arab coordination to 
achieve a comprehensive peace 
that the future generations will 
accept 

Jordan is passing through 
economic difficulties as a result 
of foreign debts and the com- 


plications of the Gulf war. This 
calls for mobilising the nation's 
energy and resources and 
directing them towards build- 
ing a solid production base, 
which will reduce the country’s 
reliance on external resources 
and liberate it from all forms of 
economic dependency. 

The investment process in 
the coming stage will, in my 
opinion, be undirectional be- 
cause of our bureaucratic in- 
stitutions and legislation as 
opposed to simple legislation, 
efficient, personnel mod great 
facilities on the foreign inves- 
tors' side. 

I tend to believe that our 
share of the investment process 
will not be large. 

I am afraid we will be the 
biggest loser. 

We pin great hopes that the 
government will act im- 
mediately to remedy the situa- 
tion by embarking on rapid, 
radical changes before it is too 
late. 

Abdullah Akafleh 
(Tafikfa (IAF) 

I wflj review two basic tasks 
in the statement of the desig- 
nated government. 

1- Conducting free and hon- 
est elections, with die personal 
commitment and guarantee 
from His Majesty die King. 

2- Confirming what its pre- 
mier calls the peace process, 
which he started. 

The government statement 
said “With great ability and 
efficiency my government was 
. able to provide the wherewith- 
al for the success of parliamen- 
tary elections held m a demo- 
cratic dimate where freedom 
and fairness...” 

Yes, the government had 
indeed provided with great 
ability and efficiency all means 
of success, bnt the success of 
what? It is success in prevent- 
ing the majority opposing the 
surrendering to the Zionist- 
American plan to dominate the 
whole region from reaching 
Parliament? 

The go vernment's statement 
said: “The amendment to the 
Election Law, which gave one 
vote to each voter, was arrived 
at only after a through debate 
fay politidans, - intellectuals, 
members of die media and 


representatives of all shades of 
party and political opinion in 
this beloved country...” 

We ask the designated gov- 
ernment: Are you malting God 
your witness to your wrong- 
doing or making light of our 
people or ridiculing its de- 
puties? When was this dialogue 
held, on what level-, what 
podium; or have you decided 
to abolish the Constitution 
winch defined the mechanism 
of altering the legislation 
through proper channels? 

The change was a blow to 
the national unity harmed the 
social texture of this country, 
enhanced sectarianism, re- 
gionalism and racism, des- 
troyed even the family, not just 
the clan, and planted the seed 
of hatred and spitefulness 
among the people. 

The government's statement 
says: “The election process has 
demonstrated die impartiality 
of my government and its 
keenness to provide a climate 
of freedom, equality and uni- 
versal representation...” 

The government was by no 
means impartial. This is an 
accusation which, I testify, the 
government is not guilty of. 
The government, with its offi- 
cial bodies, some ■■ minis ters 
and senior officials, entered 
the scene on the practical and 
public level as an opposition 
party to us and those with 
whom we share the same 
ideology. 

What freedom and what 
democracy is this that the gov- 
ernment speaks of when the 
director of the Intelligence De- 
partment in Taffleh tailed peo- 
ple to his office, picked mem 
from the street in his own car 
and asked them to vote for 
certain people?^ 

. Our battle with the govern- 
ment was from one neighbour- 
hood and street to another. 

I announce before you all 
that the whole election pro- 
cess, excluding a small number 
of districts, was not free or 
honest, bnt it chased away the-' 
voter's freedom and his will. 

The government’s actions 
regarding the first task is alone 
enough to bring its downfall, 
even if it had won the confi- 
dence of the previous Parlia- 
ment, so I wonder what its 
performance related to the 
second task will cause the 


people. 

I call upon everyone with a 
free will and who truly repre- 
sents the people to relieve the 
government of its duty and 
spare the people more misery. 

Miflrih Al Rnheimi 
(Jerasfa District) 

(AM) 

Despite the allegation that the 
present government is the gov- 
ernment of the Ahd Party, I 
would like to point out that the 
government does not include a 
single minister from that party. 

My colleagues in the And 
Parte and myself would have 
liked to be included in the 
present government, yet this 
has not materialised. 

The Parliament ought to 
place the higher national in- 
terest above all considerations, 
fry to safeguard the citizen's 
dignity ana ensure a decent 
living for all. 

I believe that the problem of 
unemployment has become a 
serious issue and I demand that 
solutions be found soon and 
pote ntials be pooled to deal 
with it. 

Yet, I would say that the 
problem came as a result of 
external causes and not due to 
the domestic situation alone. 
For this reason, I call on the 
government to extend bridges 
of cooperation with the other 
Arab countries to help find 
jobs for the growing number of 
job-seekers. 

I call on the House members 
to transcend differences and 
work hadn in hand with the 
executive authority to achieve 
tiiat goal and help apply decen- 
tralisation in order to save 
time, money and effort for the 
Jordanian citizens by solving 
their problems within their 
own governorates. 

Ibrahim Zeid Kpihnj 
(Amman Third District) 

OAF) 

T declare that I will withhold 
confidence in the government. 
I feel that Jordan is passing 
through the most dangerous 
phase in Hs history- The ques- 
tion is. bow to save Jordan, 
enhance democracy and 
cooperate in building national 
unity. 


We want a prime minister 
democratic in word and deed. 
We wanted our prime minister 
to consult with Parliament ab- 
out the new Cabinet members 
and consult with the deputies 
so that the choice of ministers 
can be democratic. 

With due respect to the 
Cabinet members, their choice 
was not democratic and we do 
not see the right persons in the 
right places. 

The prime minister has fol- 
lowed undemocratic methods 
in choosing the ministers and 
by not consulting with the Par- 
liament. Unless the Parliament 
puts an end to tins practice, the 
successive premiers could fol- 
low in this premier’s footsteps. 

Respect for the citizens' 
dignity can only be safe- 
guarded by freedom and 
through achieving a balance 
among the various sectors. 
This should also be applicable 
to the services and actions of 
the security forces whose duty 
is to provide security for the 
homeland and the Jordanian 
citizens. 

My colleagues have talked 
about excesses of these ser- 
vices which, I believe, are signs 
of great danger since such 
“practices could kill democra- 
cy in its cradle and deprive 
Jordan of real security sta- 
bility-” 

I demand that the govern- 
ment cooperate with the 
House in enacting fair legisla- 
tions tht would curtail such 
excesses. 

I suggest the creation of a 
special court, for those wishing 
to submit their grievances 
against the General Intelli- 
gence, to convene each month 
and examine these cases and so 
help put an end to injustices. 

I demand that a new Elec- 
tion Law be enacted to cater to 
the real concept of democracy, 
a law that can ensure equality 
and fairness. 

I call for laws to provide 
protection to the working 
women who spend time work- 
ing outside their homes and 
most of the time caring for 
their children at homeTl de- 
mand that women rights be 
safeguarded. But I do not be- 
lieve that women rights would 
be protected through mixed 
education at schools and uni- 
versities. 


Mansour Ben Tariff • \ S - 
(Karak) \ $_ 

i 

We are proud that democracy , . ? 
and Shura are weU-eotremdwd^ 
in our society, within 
framework of the law and -- 
parliamentary-elected rqpre-Tp-' 
sentation, as well as the plursfi- 
ism of constitutional jpoweo - - 
and their cooperation. We ate. ? 
also proud to see that 
executive authority is befog :- . 
held responsible by the legfcfe- ’’ 
trve authority— that there arc 
independence of the judicial 
authority, political pluralism, 
human rights and elected local 
authorities... 

The government’s policy in 
activating the Zakat fund is riot 
the real cure for the increasing 
poverty problem... 

I wonder what is the actual 
balance of foreign debt of the 
Kingdom. 

As to the agricultural sector, 
we did not find the needed 
attention from the government 
to protect this sector... 

And for the peace process, 
we folly support the (govern- 
ment s) keenness on restoring 
the complete Arab rights ana 
guaranteeing that the fall and 
legitimate rights be restored to 
the Palestinian people. We hail 
the King's keenness on the 
return of Jerusalem to its peo- 
ple... We also support the 
attention the government’s 
statement attributed to the - 
Arab relations and tp the hn- 
portance of enhancing and 
'strengthening them. 

Saad Hayel Srour 
(Northern Bedouins) (PDC) 

I am deeply grateful to Xing 
Hussein for ordering th&tdie 
general elections be held on 
schedule despite calls for dc- 

tay. I am grateful to see r tfa#t ' 

elections were held in as 
atmosphere marked by frew 
dom and fairness , at a time 
when Jordan was witn essing 
fas^movmg events at atifoS*? 

Parliament's respcmsib^E 
as arc the cbaBenges 
racing the country, andTbte 

toe P^Sr 1 *** * QV ™ naot “d 
the Parliament ought to rise to 

the level of this responsibility .* 
and strive to WmlpTS;. 

(Continued oq pagr j) 
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Jordanian wins acclaim for his oud skills 


AMMAN — In Jordan , a 
country whose artistic tradi- 
tions have long been over- 
shadowed by those of her 
bigger Arab neighbours, it 
is perhaps a little bit note- 
worthy when the judges’ 
choice for best musician at 
an International Arab 
Music Competition happens 
to be a Jordanian. This was 
the ■ case when Sakher Hat- 
tar . 30. of AI Fuheis, won 
first prize for the oud at the 
first-ever International 
Competition for Arab 
Music Instruments, held at 
the Cairo Opera House last 
month in Egypt. 

Although Hattar's name 
will not be on the tip of 
most Jordanians' tongues, 
many would probably re- 
member or know of the 
Fuheis Ensemble for the 
Restoration of Music Herit- 
age , a familiar fiace at the 
Jerash Festival since its ear- 
ly days. Hattar is the artistic 
director of the troupe and a 
founding member as well. 

To get this far has not 
been easy. When he 
reached secondary school, 
be wanted to study music ; 
but his parents ’ answer was 
a firm no. 

Music is not yet consi- 
dered an acceptable Geld of 
study ■ in Jordan , Hattar 
said. “It is not considered a 
proper study here.” 

After his parents' no, he 
began his search for funding 
in support of his dream, but 
found nothing and finally 
decided to study 
architecture. Asked how 
difScuit is it for musicians in 
Jordan, Hattar replied: “if 
is difficult , hut not to the 
extent it was 12 or 13 years 
ago, V when “ music was 
neither appreciated nor 
approved of. An aspiring 
musician then was faced 
with the prospect of poor 
in com £ and low social 
status. ' 


By Ian AtaBa 

Special to the Jordan 77 mes • 


“ Jordan has unproved a 
lot over the past decade 
he said, “ but we still have 
not arrived at the stage, as 
in other countries , where a 
musician is considered to be 
someone who contributes to 
his country's cultural prog- 
ress. In Europe, the musi- 
cian... is respected, because 
he is a productive person. ” 
The end result, he said, 
has been the exodus of 
many of the better Jorda- 
nian musicians from the 
country. “Yousuf Khasho 
for example, has composed 
15 symphonies, and is consi- 
dered an artist by interna- 
tional standards. In Jordan, 
he is virtually unknown. He 
did not get any credit or 
care for his work here in 
Jordan, so be left.” 

And thus, he said, the 
musicians who elected to 
stay behind in Jordan face a 
void, “ where the opportuni- 
ties for mixing ana working 
together are few.” • 

Hattar said that as far 
back as he could remember , 
as a small child in Fuheis, 
he was surrounded by 
music, and the joy of shar- 
ing in it's making. “My 
mother was always singing 
to us — old folk songs ana 
hymns, and lullabies when 
we went to sleep. And then 
we would waxe up again 
hearing her songs, and 
everyone would sit together 
and sing with her. Her voice 
was beautiful 
“All my brothers and sis- 
ters came to love music , 
singing , and playing musical 
instruments. ” 

One day when he was 
eight years old, he related, 
his older brother got fed up 
with his crying. To distract 
him his brother taught him 
a few notes on the oud. The 
aext day. his curiosity 
aroused, he stacked a chair 
on top of a table to climb up 
and get to his brother's oua. 


which had been put neatly 
out of the way on top of a 
tall cabinet , and began to 
play it by himself. 

Musically, Hattar is an 
outspoken conservative, 
and sees as a deGnite threat 
the way Western musical 
styles have “ begun to take 
over our culture, in a very 
big and noticeable way. 
This has begun to take away 
from the importance of 
Arab music itself.” 

And above all the other 
musical styles which he says 
have influenced him — in- 
cluding Egyptian, Iraqi, 
Western classical, Iranian 
and Turkish music among 
others — the music which 
remains closest to his heart 
is the traditional Jordanian 
folk music which he grew up 
with in Fuheis . “which 
emanates from within the 
people. It does not con- 
sciously aim at any cultural 
goals or pretences — if is 
spontaneous. And this gives 
the music a strong sense of 
feeling and emotion and, in 
the end, more honesty.” 

Performances he has 
been involved with in other 
countries, both in and out- 
side the Arab World, had 
proved to him that Jorda- 
nian folk music could be 
appreciated by foreigners 
and have an impact on 
them. “ This .” he said. 
“ added to my sense that our 
music is something very 
valuable . " 

In the states be bad met 
and performed with a group 
of Americans who had 
learned bow to play Jorda- 
nian folk music on tradi- 
tional Arab instruments. 
Their director was an 
American who had studied 
in Jordan at the National 
Music Conservatory. 

“It gave me a feeling that 
Jordanian music was cap- 
able of being taken to all 
comers of the world," he 
added. 

Mr. Hattar strongly criti- 
cised the gradual takeover 



Sakher Hattar receives his award in Cairo 



Sakher Hattar plays his oud 


of Western instruments, 
such as the Violin, the 
guitar . and the synthesizer, 
m the typical Arabic ensem- 
ble from original Arab in- 
struments. such as the Niv. 
or the oud itself. 

“It has become a secon- 
dary instrument, after it had 
long held an important role 
in the Arab musical en- 
semble. ” 

He was especially 
alarmed by the infusion of 
electronics into the Arabic 
ensemble , “especially after 
experience has shown that it 
is impossible for an electro- 
nic device to be capable of 
copying the human sensitiv- 
ity which is found in the 
playing of a traditional in- 
strument. It is a sound de- 
void of true musical feel- 
ings. ” 

The overall result, he 
said, has been that “ the 
level of interest and care for 
the Arab instruments has 
declined,” along with the 
“ care and regard for origin- 
al. or traditional Arab 
music. ” 

And so the International 
Competition for Arab 
Music Instruments was 
held, for the first time ever, 
this year, because these 
large and rapid changes in ~ 
Arab' music bad “caused • 
many in musical circles ' to 
become concerned. They 
began to think about ways 
to restore the importance 
and reverance for the Ala - 
bic instruments.” 

Two weeks before parti- 
cipating in the competition 
— be was nominated for it 
by the National Music Con- 
servatory — Hattar drop- 
ped all his other works and 
studies and “ imprisoned 
myself” alone in a room. 
He proceeded to practice 
there for 12 to 14 hours 
every day. 

When ' he travelled to 
Cairo for the competition , 
he said, his eyes had been 
opened wide by the vast 
world of Arab music and 
musicians which he found 
there — a world he had 
never known before. 

“ Their musical activity 
and work is truly impress- 


ive. These musicians make 
up an effective artistic 
movement, and I found that 
the artists are there in 
Cairo, and not living 
abroad . " 

“ And they have cof- 
feesbops and nightspots 
they meet in. ana special 
sessions they attend. They 
have many, many activities. 
Because of that, their work 
enables the continuous Bow 
of generation after genera- 
tion of musical artists. ” 

His trip to Cairo and win- 
ning the award there have 
given him two new dreams, 
he said. One is to travel to 
Cairo to study music ; and 
the second dream is to 
someday be an internation- 
al solo' artist. He said he 
hoped that in future he 
would find the time for the 
long and strenuous daily 
practice sessions needed to 
be a musician of that cali- 


ber. but “ for now, my time 
is very limited — I am 
working in a number of 
capacities so that I can earn 
a decent income.” 

He teaches the oud at 
Terra Sancta College and 
the National Conservatory, 
works with the Fuheis 
troupe and, in addition to 
all these, he is studying to 
earn a bachelor's degree in 
music at Yarmouk Uni- 
versity. 

He' was philosophical ab- 
out his situation: “ I wish 
that I were able to set aside 
some time for myself to 
practice and train, but I 
believe that teaching is im- 
portant as well. ” He added 
that if he could leave an 
artistic “thumbprint” be- 
hind, he would like it to be 
from his performances and 
from a generation of his 
students. “This would be a 
big honour for me . " 



M I 


The Jordanian musician /Bays iff front of the 
judges at the first International Competi- 
tion for Arab Music instruments in Cairo 


BOOK REVIEW 


Islam f s Quiet Revolutionary: The Story Of 
Aga Khan IV 

By Akbarali Thobhani 
Vantage Press, New York 1993, $16.95 

The Ismaili form of Islam represents Us “gentle and 
peaceful face", according to the author of this book. 
This is essentially a devotional work or hagiographv to 
bring to public notice the life and achievements of the 
Ismaili community leader Prince Karim Aga Khan IV. 
the 49th hereditary imam of this sect, which the author 
estimates has 15 million followers spread across the 
world. Not in any real sense a biography . the book is 
rather a list of the progress made by this remarkable, 
enterprising community around the' world. It lists the 
many worthy projects for social and economic welfare, 
the cultural initiatives mounted in many countries of 
Asia, the Middle East and Africa. 

Some excellent hospitals and universities for the 
general public beneGt have been created with Ismaili 
money in Pakistan and elsewhere, while the Aga Khan 
A w ards for Architecture, initiated in 1900, have made a 
definite impact on the profession. The openine of 
prestigious Ismaili cultural centres in U'esrem cities, 
notably in London, has been a feature of recenr times. 
Many thousands of the Ismailis living in Uganda before 
Idi Amin, and in East Africa in general, have since 
resettled in Britain and North America, where some 
business entrepreneurs have prospered greatly. 

For a reader wishing to know more than the outline of 
Ismaili community' progress, along with some insights 
into the character and personalityd Prince Karim, this 
book will inevitably be disappointing. Dr. Thobhani. 
who teaches history and political science at Metropoli- 
tan Stare College. Denver, does not have an enquiring 
mind about his~imam. He is. in fact, discreet to a fault. 
And as a devout Ismaili. the author does not permit 
himself a single indiscretion, nor one hint of criticism of 
Aga Khan IV with regard to his big business activities in 
tourism and industry, (especially in Italy), his horse 
racing or. indeed, any other activities. 

A final chapter, signiGcantly called. "The Ultimate 
Cosmopolite”, states baldly that Prince Karim has only 
very rarely expressed his views about the whole range of 
contiicts, wars and controversies in the Muslim World. 
The fact that he remains “conspicuously silent” is found 
unremarkable by Dr. Thobhani. Respect may be a fine 
thing, but by itself it does not make for a lively book. 

What a contrast there is. in the career and life of 
Prince Karim, as presented here at least, to the vigorous 
engagement in public life and international politics of 
Prince Karim 's much more colourful and famous grand- 
father, Sir Sultan Mohammad Shah Aga Khan III. 
Admired by many of his contemporaries for his colossal 
wealth and extravagant lifestyle, (and. let it be admitted 
here, equally loathed or despised by others as an 
opportunist, poseur and idle playboy). Aga Khan III 
was an international Ggure to- be reckoned with during 
much of his long life from •f877. Even at the end of this 
book though, the “Quiet Revolutionary” of the title 


Anthony Hyman 

Thoughts for this week 

We are always doing, says he. something for posterity. 
hut / would fain see posterity do something for us — 
Joseph Addison , English essayist and poet ( 1672-1719 ). 

Make haste slowlv — Caesar Augustus. Roman emperor 
63 B.C.-A.D. 14). 

A religion that is small enough for our understanding 
would not be large enough for our needs — Arthur 
Balfour, the first earl of Balfour. English statesman 
(1S4S-1930). 

I could prove God statistically, take the human body 
alone — the chances that all the functions of an 
individual would just happen is a statistical monstrosity 
— George H. Gallup. American pollster (1901-1984). 


The Question raises more questions, leaves many unanswered 


By Mohammad Masharga 

Whep a children's play embodies the essential educa- 
tional, and psychological elements and when the audi- 
ence captures the aesthetic and pleasant scenes in it, 
then- one can conclude that the artistic work has 

achieved success. , , . , 

Indeed these elements presented themselves in the 
play “AJ Su'aal” (The Question) and for this reason 1 
befteve it has won first prize. 

This was expressed by Khaied TartG , head of a 
committee that judged the works of the second Jorda- 
nian Children's Theatre Festival held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in Amman. . 

Vesna Masharqa, a Yiigoslav-bom Jordanian who 
specialises in psychology and drama and who won the 
Grst prize, had earlier secured most of the other festival 
prizes. But this play (The Question) in particular had 
raised a wide controversy among educationists and 
playwrights alike largely due to the fact that the play 
tackles the mal-practices of the Jordanian, educational 
institutions, by presenting a cartoonist s image in 
criticising the role played by most of the teachers and 

the school principals. ... e 

The, play (The Question) tackles the story ot a 
10-year-old school-boy with a large nose who hated the 
school and the teachers and preferred to conGne himself 
in a -small room isolated from the outside world for fear 
of being made an object of ridicule because of his 

unusually long nose. . 

The role of the boy was played by 19-year-old Hamed 
AJa'udidin who also assumes die principal character ot 
the play by creating the various problems and events 
fads gt he unfortunate boy at school, as well as within 
the Smily and local community, with a high degree ot 

sL-m 


The character of Farid, played by Ala ’uddin, justifies 
his refusal to join a birthday party of one of his relatives 
simply because, be says, the guests would busy them- 
selves with trying to track the~roots of the family's long 
nose or they would suggest plastic surgery to deal with 
this awkward situation. 

It is at school that the problem of the long nose 
assumes its ugliest proportion when the female teacher 
tries to choose one of the children to play the role of a 
prince in one of the school’s plays. 

Trying to choose from those present to play the main 
role,' the teacher justiGes her rejection of some of the 
boys for the role by giving unconvincing reasons for her 
choice, such as describing one to be too fat or another 
too thin or dark-skinned and not suitable for the role 
and putting down Farid for this big ugly nose which of 
course excludes him from the prospect of taking the role 
of the p rince. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

The boy resorts to lying and neglecting his school 
duties and the teacher resorts to isolating him from the 
rest of the children treating him rather cruelly. .4s to the 
headmaster (Nazih Kilani ) he tries to deal with this 
situation bv threatening to punish the boys. At home. 
Farid remains obsessed by the pain and the shame to the 
family and also is driven into a frenzy by his grand- 
mother's recurrent complaints that the family had only 
one bov and three girls and urging for more sons to be 
brought into the family. Typical of many other situa- 
tions in the Arab community, the grandmother says: We 
could have tasted real joy had the father married one of 
his relatives because she would have bom him a white 
boy with a normal nose. 


The writer and director of the play succeeds in 
projecting other elements in the main characters like 
presenting Farid as a painter and photographer, encour- 
aged by the attitude of the arts teacher who harbours 
affection towards Farid considering him the best in his 
class because he depicts natural scenery using the right 
colours. 

Farid’s grandfather (50-year-old Abdul Fattah Jbara) 
plays an important role when he focuses Farid’s atten- 
tion on the pictures of all the students in school 
photographs singling out those characterising features 
making them all look important Ggures. The grand- 
father , acting in a very gentle ana friendly manner, 
succeeds in persuading the boy to leave the house and 
end his isolation. Reactions and views about the play 
were wide and variant. Artist Jamil A wad. and school 
head master Nadra Al Khatib considered the play as 
tackling very dangerous topics because they say it 
presented the school and the teachers in a negative 
image. ■ ... _ 

Samar Dudin (a specialist in drama .-in education ) said 
that since the play’s director is herself 'specialised in 
education and psychology, the ideas are worth discus- 
sing on a scientiGc basis. 

In Dudin's view, no children’s theatre can succeed 
except through the efforts of professional actors who 
can transform the theatre into a tool for bringing about 
real social change and that can help build up a child's 
character. 

Khaied TariG considered the presentation as serving 
the cause of change and a means of educating the young 
bovs and girls as well as adults. 

He said the play (The Question) was a wild cry against 
the traditional educational tnethodls which entail irres- 
ponsible practices that tend to cause harm to the 
children's psyche. 


The fact that the children had had their major 
participation in the play retiects the magnitude of the 
problem facing them at school. The successful direction 
of the play justiGed its winning the Grst prize. 

In Tarifi’s view, the play was a success because it 
facAJed a local and realistic problem facing our com- 
munity and presented in a very impressive * way, com- 
plete with shades of art, decor, colours, lighting, music, 
etc... 

Critics were unanimous in voicing appreciation of the 
play not only for its outward presentation but largely 
due to the interaction with the events of the play on the 
part of the actors working as a team with great sense of 
responsibility. 

This view was expressed by N. Markarian . a teacher 
who said she herself went through similar painful 
situation like Farid when she was a little child but she 
said she overcame this predicament and came Grst in her 
class at the secondary level and enrolled at the universi- 
ty and Gnished higher education. 

The director of the play said that the controversy 
revolving around the play was very positive in nature. 
She said that through her work at schools, she came to 
realise tbt entent of sufferings and the pressures facing 
the little children largely due to malpractices and 
misconceptions related to evaluating people from their 
outward looks. 

Through this play ( The Question) she said she tried to 
prompt the educationists and those in responsible 
positions to direct their attention to the real need of 
children and to try to bring out the gift and the talent 
inherent in them. 

To do this , she added “I have benefited from the 
cultural and religious heritage of the Arab society. I 
regard the prize as a clear recognition of the existing 
problems which still plague our schools in Jordan. 


Vi t ' • 
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By Jean-Claude Elias 

Computer specialists . consultants and researchers like 
to impress the mere mortals hy sustaining that Informa- 
tion Technology is still in its infancy and" that the best is 
vet to come. This claim may be true from a purely 
technical point of view . but the ordinary users of 
personal computers (PC) have come to a comfortable 
modus vivendi with their machines and use them with an 
efficiency that belies the specialists' statement. 

In the eighties . which saw the birth of the PC. both 
the machines and the programmes (the hardware and 
the software) grew up and got rid of their early 
weaknesses. The power of the first PC was not up to the 
then existing programmes. The users would spend . as 
much time doing actual work as they would waiting for 
the software to load in memory, the screen to re-appear 
or the processor to finish its' work. Disk storage was 
inadequate and expensive. The software companies 
were still testing their products and the term user- 
friendly was only a hazy notion. 

The situation is now much clearer than during the 
previous decade. Hardware and software make a 
consistent combination. Programmes that cover a wide 
range of functions have been fine tuned by their 
designers, based on their own experience and the 
precious feed back of millions of users worldwide. The 
hardware has become incomparably more powerful and 
now allows the smooth running of the new.- well 
designed programmes. From painfully experimental in 
the eighties." personal computing has become a real 
pleasure. 

The important reduction of the hardware prices has 



largely contributed to making the modem PC available 
to private as well as corporate users. 

The direct , practical consequence of this progress is 
that people now spend less time buying-replaring- 
buying equipment and more time using it. Trie situation 
is healthier and leads to more productivity. Not neces- 
sarily in the industrial meaning of the term, but in a 
general manner. 

Now that home users know a thousand ways to 
benefit from their PCs and that companies, small or 
large, trust these small machines so much they they are 
discarding large mainframe computers and replacing 
them with PCs. one certainly cannot talk of "infancy" 
anymore. The PC has become a mature entity. 

Expecting more technological breakthrough is not 
only reasonable but the only sensible attitude. Seen 
from this angle, the specialists' approach is correct. 
Much is yet to come. How powerful will future machines 
be or what will they let us accomplish, no one can tell. 
But the days of fumbling for data or presentable 
printout are gone. 






ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohamsaad 


A. Sbaqair 


TIME FOR RIB-TICKLING READING 

' CRANKS 


* He has such a long face, barbers charge him double 
for shaving it. 

* He doesn’t get ulcers — he gives them. 

s He has a perfect way of ending office conferences. He 
says: "All those opposed to my plan say T resign. 

* There are so many yes — men working for him, his 
firm is called "the Land of Nod. " 

* His liver is out of order, and his opinions are the 
same. 

* He really should see a psychiatrist about his infuriat- 
ing complex. 

* JJis favourite expression^ "My mind is already made 
r ««p, so don't -confuse me* wiiFthe facts. ” 

* To him life is'S mirror arid he's always looking for a 
crack in it. 

N.B.: A crank is a person with very strange, odd or 

peculiar ideas 

* o 


SAY IT IN ARABIC 

FAMILIAR EXPRESSIONS 


Keep your hair on. La tagh 'dab. 

He returned hale and hearty. 

Raja 'a saliman gbaniman. 
Go at it hammer and tongs. 

Ishtaghil bebimma wa oasbat. 
He has clean hands. Howa ameen wa oazeeb. 

Let it go hang. Leyakon mayakoon. 

He m s a happy-go-lucky person. 

Howa sbakhs mutawakM 
Don 't harrow her feelings. La tajrah masha * irba. 

It's a heart breaking time. Innabu waktaseeb. 

It's high time to quit. Han al wakt til insiraf. 

* * * * * 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

GREAT EXPECTATIONS: Twelfth novel of Charles 
Dickens. It was written to increase the circulation of Ail 
the Year Round, in which it appeared between Dec.. 
I860 and Aug.. IS6I. Philip Pirrip affords a companion 
study to David Copperficld. His dilemma between the 
humble ties of his sister's home and his expectations 
from a mysterious benefactor who afterwards turns out 
to be u convict he had helped on the marshes, convey a 
wholesome moral. It i« as at Bulwer Lytton's suggestion 
that the story was gi\en a happy ending. 


HARD TIMES: Charles Dickens's ninth and shortest 
novel. Published in Household Words (April Aug.. 
1854). it is a satire on the utilitarian philosophy of early 
Victorian days, bears unmistakable evidence of Carly- 
lean influence, was approved to its main drift and 
purpose by Ruskin. and dismissed bv Macaulay as 
" sullen socialism. " 


HUMOUR 


CHILD: Mum. mum. hurry up! There's a stranger in 
the dining-room kissing our maid. 

The mother felt embarrassed and went out to 
see who the stranger was. 

The child chuckled and said: "It's April 
Fool's day. The man is not a stranger. He's 
Jill dad." 


’ A Catholic Irishman committed a crime and admitted 
that robbery was the chief motive for killing. 
INVESTIGATOR: How much did you find in your 
victim's pockets? 

MURDERER: Only half a pound. 
INVESTIGATOR: What did you do with the money? 
MURDERER: I've bought some whisky. 
INVESTIGATOR: Did you find anything else about 
him? 

MURDERER: Nothing but his food. 
INVESTIGATOR: What did you do with the food? 
MURDERER: I ate the bread and left the meat. 
INVESTIGATOR: Why did you leave it? 
MURDERER: Because if was Friday and my religion 
forbids me to eat meat on that day. 

» 3!1 W*. .liP: - 3 ! IU Hi IbilO tt. 

ODe Ofdte 'ditn^went into Vans Burin Beirut arid 
found tens of people standing before the statue where 
Venus appears to be nude with an amputated arm. 
A comedian happened to be there. 

One of the, clients asked him: “Why do so many 
people move about the statue of Venus?” 
Comedian: 'Because it portrays the best and sweetest 

of men's dreams a naked woman, an exciting 

body with no arm to be used when necessary.” 

COOKING IS FUN 
RICE WITH RUMP OF LAMB & BUTTER 

INGREDIENTS 

2 lbs. shin of lamb with bones 
6 oz. butter 
VA lbs. rice 

2 pts. boiling water 

3 tsp. salt 


METHOD 

Cut meat in such a way that each shin remains whole. 
Put butter in a copper pot; add meat and bones and 
brown over high heat. Turn meat so that all sides are 
brown. Add salt and water and let boil hard over high 
heat. Reduce the heat to moderate and let meat cook till 
it is done. Now take out bones and add rice which has 
been soaked. Cook until rice is done. Leave near heat 
till it is time to serve it. 

NOTE: Yoghurt may be served with this dish. 

* s * » * 


PUZZLES 

(A) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER 




(B) DISENTANGLED LETTERS 

Disentangle the letters in each of these words . all of 
■ which are names of different types of vehicles. 
Underline which one is unlike the others. 

I. RACT 
’ 2. KRCUT 

3. BLEICCY 

4. LEGSIH 

X CARGIARE 



Renewing a licence 


By £ Yaghi 

For a whole year I absented myself from the abandoned 
hills in a certain industrial sector, and. it was now that I 
returned again a few days before the expiration of my 
licence to renew it. Along the way, patches of green 
spread over rolling hills and in places, drills dug deep 
into the earth to make way for more high rise buildings. 
Yet. the view offered a pleasant relief from the crowded 
areas of the city and the busy schedule I left behind and 
as the car sped by. it struck me that so much history 
centred in this entire Jordanian area. 

I hadn't counted on staying at the Licencing Depart- 
ment more than a few hours with my renewed licence 
victoriously conquered in my clutch, so, it took little 
effort to enjoy the scenery which flicked past the car 
window. 

Once there at the department. I hardly put my foot on 
the pavement when vendors stampeded in my direction 
so that I and others like me could photocopy the 
required documents needed to be submitted for the 
driver's application in their places of business. Dumpy 
little stores welcomed prospective applicants and after 
half an hour, a client would fork over payment in 
exchange for poor quality photos (do / look that 
terrible!) and Xerox copies. This deed accomplished. I 
headed for the red cement buS"hzog which loomed up 
in the middle of nowhere on the crest of one of many 
hills in the area. Inside . rows of fellow applicants 
queued up at various windows. 

Not quite knowing which line to follow, 1 aimed for 
the least crowded and when my turn came at last, 
submitted all the documents in my possession. A very 
polite officer stated: "You must have your passport, 
photocopied too. Just go outside the building ana the 
walls, and there, you will find someone to Xerox it. " 

Once again. I went to a little stall and made a copy of 
the requested document. I walked briskly back to the 
department, past the one-legged man selling stamps, 
past the vendor selling hot coffee on the steps just 
outside the building, and up the stairs of the depart- 
ment. Inside ; / of course, had to queue once more until 
my turn arrived and the same polite man looked at my 
documents and application and then stated: "I'm sorry, 
but you have to have a licence for your car also." 

"But." I protested . "I have no car." 

"That's all right, just bring a friend's or relative's 
then. " he answered and pointed towards the eye doctor 
and said, "go and get your eyes checked and come back 
with a car licence and you'll be all set. " 

So I underwent the eye examination and good luck. I 
still didn't need glasses. But bad luck . 1 needed 
someone's car licence. I couldn't do anything more that 
day therefore. I departed that indifferent building and 
decided to try again the next day. The sun which rose 
bright and cheery hung like an orange ball and grew 
warm and beguiling. The winter sky was a charming 
blue with puffs of white clouds dotting the atmosphere. 
Too nice a day to fail. I thought. If my luck's as good as 
the weather. I should have my licence within a few hours 
time. Sharp thinking, before going to that threatening 
red building without a Xerox of my borrowed car 
licence. I made sure to photocopy the pages needed and 
once more passed the stamp seller and coffee vendor 
who had a large brass coffee pot which steamed its wares 
into the cool morning air. Good luck. I arrived early 
enough Ux avoid. an. impossible crowded. window- When 
my turn : approached. 'on ce? foore..:fctriumphantfy pre- 
sented all my completed documents and smiled' like a 
winner with a chuckle to myself with the thought that 
now there is nothing to stand in my way. Within no 


time. I’ll have that little licence in mv b*f^J**l 
the car licence 1 



"its no, even my car. IdortV 
e JoJI%rfmc,T, have to have ***** 

M I might 

hysterical right then and there, but I bottled up ' « jj 
frustrations^and tried not to have a 

when he answered in a *‘ nH . tuck 

worry r. Just bring anyone s licence and coo* 

! °7°riedto brave a smile as I matched fluf the 
into the fading sunshine. On my way. I 
dinkv, drearv stores but they has lust their encha 
when I slowly crawled down the hdl to naif on tAt* 

Treet until I flagged a taxi. On the way home. I 
the dav had suddenly gone gray andchiUym 
with mv mood. Why does everything have to be so 
complicated . I wondered. Why must 7 nave a car tew 
to offer as a required document if I don f oun a i ar. iff 
course, any rational person reading my mind might 
ouerv: "Then if you don't have a car. why do you insist 
on having a driver’s licence!" To which 
in defence: "Because / want one. that s wbv. Muybeonc - 
dav I will have a car and voila. I will be able to dri it. 

The last time I entered that red building . my hopes 
were somewhat dimmed. Indeed. I had procured a 
relative's non-expired car licence so what could ' happen 
now to stop me from finalising my efforts'. / had 
managed to arrive at the Licencing Department* even 
earlier than my last visit. I queued again at the end of an 
impatient line at lust, my turn came. I pul all the 
documents in front of the nice officer like a poker play er 
setting his cards on the table and studied the expression 
facing me. Could there be something wrong? Good 
luck T All my papers were in order and the policeman 
smiled a very polite and kind smile and said; "That s it. 
You're all ready to go." . 

"What do I do now?" I asked with a satisfied voice. 

"Just go over there where you see those chairs and 
wait until your name is called. " 

. So I did just that. I waited and I waited and obsen ed 
all the others who were waiting and waiting just like 
myself. A tall thin elderly man with a bushy gray beard, 
who wore a sports jacket kept walking back and forth us 
he ran a string of prayer beads through his fingers. 
Another, older man in a tweed suit and brown boots 
greeted a friend and sat down to talk while he waited. 
Others, joined the bushy bearded man in pacing the 
floor. A few women walked to and fro too, waiting their 
turn to receive their licences. At last, as a group of 
anxious licensed-to-be owners rushed up to the window 
in the midst of a throng of waiters, my name was called 
and at last. I held that" little white card (that bad posed 
so many problems ) in my hand. Just before 1 left. I took 
my licence and went to the officer who had so kindly 
assisted me and thanked him for his help. Well, until 
next year. then. / will hoard my treasured permit to 
drive until I am occasioned once again to join others like 
myself to renew my licence. But I really still cannot 
understand why one must have a car licence in order W 
obtain a driver's licence, for owning a car doesp't -L, 
necessM’tfy\qualify’^u person to obtainljxnnissian 
drive. A person may drive perfectly well without dwnlhf^T 
a car. just ask my children who shake and shuddet - 
everytime I even think of driving. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Dee. 9 

8:30 Family Matters 

The Candidate 

The shy Ronnie is to run for 
president of the Freshmen 
class elections: his rival is 
the incumbent president , an 
outgoing and a confident 
contender. 

9:10 Reasonable Doubts 


Crumbling Systems 

Maggie is defending a 
female doctor who. under 
medical sedation, hits a 
man by car, while Dick 
guards a witness in a drug 
case. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 
— The Perfect Tribute 


Starring: Jason Robards 
and Lukas Hass 

The story of a hero who 
falls during the American 
Civil War. On his death bed 
he calls fora lawyer to write 
down bis will. 

Friday, Dec. 10 

8-30 E.N.G. 

An ex-woman convict is on 
the loose... Jake , the photo- 
grapher. finds her ana helps 
her escape to Canada. 

9:30 Faces and Places 

10:00 News In English 

1030 The Alien Years 

In Europe the war is at its 
peak: in Australia, mean- 
while, citizens of German 
descent are being perse- 
cuted. Despite his grand- 
fathers objections. Henry 
joins the war against the 
Germans. 


11:10 Are You Being Served 


Saturday, Dec. 11 

830 The FaneW Boys 

Anthony has been nomin- 
ated as Man Of The Year; 
everybody is attending bis 
party, except Frank, who 
has other plans. 

9riH) Da Beat's On 

A weekly Pop Spectacular 
with Muhammad Al 
Jazireh , who brings you the 
latest songs on the pop 
charts and mi 
prises. 


The Coverup 
fverup < 

of the assassination 
ueb the two official gov- 
ernment enquiries attemjy- 
ted to conceal in order to 
promulgate the “ lone assas- 
sin theory.” 

Monday, Dec. 13 

830 Delta 

Road Trip 


many other sur- 


9:30 Perspectives 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — On 
The Streets Of L.A. 

A father and his son are out 
of prison , but only on ex- 
tremely strict conditions. 
This is their story on bow 
they avoided going back to 
prison... but with a high 
price. 

Sunday, Dec. 12 

830 You Bet Your Life 

Your weekly date with com- 
edian Bill Cosby , who gives 
away the Grand Prize of 
$10,000 to the winnin g con- 
testants in his entertaining 
quiz show You Bet Your 


Delta and her friend Connie 
are off to Washington to 
attend a convention where 
country sin, 
er is 

way, many unexpected 
things happen. 


9:10 Brand New Life 

Children Of A Legal Mom 

Barbara tries very hard to 
divide her time between her 
family at home, and her 
studies at the law schooL 

10:00 News In English 

1030 Feature Film — A 
Yank At Oxford 

Starring: Robert Taylor and 
Vivien Leigh 


« „ svncncan, Tee Sheiaan, 

tty singer Tanya Tuck- who is granted a scholarship 

to perform. But on the to study at Oxford Univenv- 


1 


9:10 Thirtysomething 

The Guilty Party 
After having her second 

snn Hriiv f&alt. 



™ ^ lu re- 

medy this, she holds a birth- 
day party for him. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 The Men Who Killed 
Kennedy 


9:10 The Bouse Of Eliott 
Beatrice and Jack's rela- 
tionship has deepened; and 
the two sisters are intro-* 
duced to a top fashion wri- 
ter who arranges for an 
interview. . . but things don ’t 
turn out the way the sisters 
expected. 

10:00 News In Englis h 

1030 The Gouty 

Out of desperation, Veyhas 
got a mad idea ; he offers 
Eddy a very lucrative but 
not so legal job for him. 
Eddy has become Vey’s 
only hope . 

11:15 The Sleeping Beauty 

The Vision 

You are invited to a ballet 
performance of The Sleep- 
ing Beauty , performed by 
the Leningrad Ballet Com- 
pany. 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 

830 Night Court 
Dan's Operation 

Dan is still in hospital re- 
covenng from his ulcer od- 
eratton His friends are 
around him trying to cheer 
him up. 


A light comedy about an 
American, Lee Sheldon , 
who is g 

to study at Oxford Universi- 
in England. And despite 
e cultural life that he en- 
counters be enjoys the fun 
in living in the heart of 
England. 

Wednesday, Dec. IS 

830 Too Close For Comfort 

The Cosmic Cow Vs The 
Oval Office 

In bis latest edition of The 
Cosmic Cow, Henry insults 
the Oval Office; ‘he's re- 
quested to apologise, or 
' ' "f be fired. 


else hell 


9:10 Documentary — Ocean 
World 

A spectacular "cco-musk- 
al with the help of mon- 
tage-editing and ~ - ' 



7 “““ wiyn 

kaleidoscopic view 
underwater world. 1 

10.*00 News In Eng I 

1030 TV! Murder 
Part 

Starring: Meredith 
and Stephen CoHin 
Betty feels betrayed 
husband; the dive 
ivufa/. Her effort* 
blocked at every tu 
everybody is Dan’s i 
Her disappoimmer 
fear turn into pbses 
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By Stay Patterson 

The Associated Press 

. PARIS — After hit films 
, about Nashville and Holly- 
wood. it's not surprising 
that Robert Altman would 
turn to the world's fashion 
capital For his next behind- 
the-scenes look at a glitzv. 
high-stakes indusrry. 

Altman has been thinking 
jjhout doing a movie about 
•big-time fashion for 10 
years, since his wife cajoled 
him into seeing a Paris 
show. At last . the project 
has jelled, and he's primed 
to make Ready-To-Wear . 

The director of M-A-S- 
H, Nashville and The Play- 
er was on hand at the recent 
Ready-To-Wear shows to 
announce that filming 
would begin when the next 
round of shows take place 


Robert Altman turns his cameras to Paris fashion world 


3 S' 


in March. 

His cast is star-studded 
and multinational: Linda 
Hunt. Tracy UJIman. Sailv 
Kellerman . Tim Robbins, 
Julia Roberts and Marcello 
Mastroianni. among others. 
The main fashion designer 
will be played by French 
star Anouk Aimee. 

Rumours already are 
flying about characters and 
pl°t _ — a nymphomaniac 
fashion editor, a Russian 
spy. and so on. But Altman 
says the script is unfinished, 
and his co-writer . San Fran- 
cisco Examiner arts editor 
Barbara Shulgasser, has • 
just arrived in Paris. 

Altman talked about one 
scene in which the fashion 
editor played by Roberts 
loses her luggage, and ends 
up without a change of 
clothes in the room of a 


sportswriter played by Rob- 
bins. 

" They finally spend a 
week in bed covering their 
various events by television 
— unless we change it." 
Altman said. 

He announced the film 
on the runway of a show by 
designer Sonia Rykiel, 
whose daughter. Nathalie, 
will be fashion adriser for 
the production. 

"We're thrilled. This is 
the first important film to 
do with fashion, a real con- 
secration." Nathalie said. 

The real fashion world 
will be very much in the 
picture. Altman will film 
genuine fashion shows, and 
expects to cast some of the 
industry's real-life players. 

"We may use fashion 
people who really want to 
play with us." Altman said 
during an interview at the 




Rykiels' home. "But we 
won't get into any free- 
bidding business. Most peo- 
ple don 't realise how hard it 
is to make a film-what long, 
hard hours it takes. I don't 
want people sayins . 7 want 
out. 

The movie will be shot 
almost entirely in Paris, but 
Altman said' some scenes 
will be in Russia. 

Altman says Ready-To- 
Wear could be his biggest 
directorial challenge. 

" It's neither like The 
Player nor Nashville, where 
we had entire control over 
what was happening he 
said. “We’re trying to inte- 
grate our characters into 
existing events. We have to 
be authentic. " 

He's looked into after- 
hours nightlife as part of his 
research, spending an even-. 


ing a t a chic disco with three 
superstar models and their 
dates. But there were no 
drinks. 

"I gave up alcohol a few 
years ago , " he said. “It was 
bad for my heart, and mv 
art." 

With a recent diet. All- 
man. 58, has lost 35 pounds 
(16 kilogrammes), and feels 
fit to tackle a heavy future 
schedule. 

Fashion became an in- 
terest almost by accident. 
Altman said. 

“ Ten years ago. after I'd 
presented a film called 
Streamers in Brittany, my 
wife, Kathryn, wanted me 
to see a Paris fashion show. 
I said no way, and invented 
a lake illness." 

He finally relented, 
attended a Sonia Rykiel 
show with his wife and was 


hooked. 

"I was dazzled by the 
spectacle, the incredible 
show. It gave me goose. 
bumps. It excited me, " h ■ 
said. 

The Altmans went back- 
stage, ' met Rykiel, who be- 
came a good friend, and the 
germ of a film was con- 
- ceived. 

Six years later, Altman 
spent months in Paris mak- 
ing Vincent And Theo. a 
film about the Van Gogh 
brothers, and lined up 
' financial backing for his 
fashion movie. 

But even now. he insists 
he is no fashion expert and 
doesn't want people to 
think Ready-To-Wear is 
primarily about clothes. 

"If people start thinking 
they're at a fashion show, 
noticing this or that style, 
then I’ve lost." be said. 





Crime, poverty drive Filipinos to escape in films 


By Ruben Alabastro 
Reuter 

MANILA — Drawn by the 
appeal of sex , violence and 
ra gs-to-riches stories , FUipi- 
. nos are packing cinemas 
and propping up a ffhn in- 
dustry that offers them an 
escape from the poverty 
around them. 

In a nation where nearly 
half of the 65 million 
population is unsure where 
its next meal will come 
from, the movies have re- 
mained a robust industry, 
surviving taxes , censorship 
and the challenge of videos, 
f laser discs and cable televi- 


sion. 

“I he frustration in our 
muntry the last two decades 
is almost without relief...,” 
says fOm director Marilou 
Abaya. “This frustration 
festers in our hearts. Why 
can’t life be better? What 
do I do with my anger? So 
we go to the movies to 
escape reality .” 

Producers say Filipino 
tastes in movies vary. In the 
1970s and part of the 1980s, 
film-makers reaped huge 
profits from ft bom ba ’ * 
(bomb) or ST (sex-trip) 
movies showing haif-naked 
actors and teenage actresses 
in various acts of love. 

Satiated with sex, audi- 


ences eventually turned to 
comedies. This year the 
trend is towards films deal- 
ing with heinous crimes and 
fnie-to-fife action stories 
featuring characters forced 
by injustices to defy tire 
law. 

Robin Padilla, the coun- 
try’s most popular 
actor, says movies 
with violence appeal to FUf- 
pinos because they see and 
read about violence every 
day. 

“Those kinds of movies 
appeal to people because 
that is what is 
our society. Mi 
movies win di 
society also 



disappear if our 
changes,' 


he 


said in an interview. 

Padilla, son of an assas- 
sinated politician, has had 
scrapes with the law both on 
ana off the screen, and is 
fighting two court cases on 
< marges of illegal possession 
of guns. 

One of his big hits was a 
movie based on the life of 
his brother, an alleged car 
thief killed by the police. 

Industry workers say the 
appeal of films dealing with 
the exploits of c riminals can 
be traced to Filipinos' frus- 
tration with their own 
society. 

“We’re sick and tired of 
following rules because they 


bring us nowhere. You 
want to rebel against con- 
formity, against these rules 
but you can’t do it on your 
own so you do it through 
the stars in the movies, ” 
Abaya said. 

“ It’s called projection 
aspiration. You find fulfil- 
ment, salvation even in the 
defeat of the anti-hero. 
Films about c riminals be- 
come a redemption for the 
Filipino audience.” 

This largely explains, 
producers say , why three- 
quarters of the 130-odd 
movies produced annually 
in the Philippines are action 
films or police dramas. 

But actress-singer Sharon 


Cuneta, the “ mega-star ” of 
local show business, shuns 
sex and violence, preferring 
Cinderella-type movies in 
which she plays an under- 
dog who triumphs over her 
adversities. 

“That’s a formula movie 
Pve always had,” said 
Cuneta, the daughter of a 
Manila suburban mayor. 
“People go to watch movies 
to escape from their prob- 
lems (and) be entertained. 
Tdlike to give my audience 
what they want ” 

■ Like many of the mini ons 
of Cuneta fans around the 
country. Rose Ladiero, a 
17 -year-old Manila res- 


taurant waitress, cries in- 
side the cinema every time 
she watches the films of her 
favourite star. 

“She makes me forget my 
problems Ladiero said. 

A typical Cuneta melod- 
rama in 1991 broke box 
office records, grossing 53 
milli on pesos ($1.8 million) 
in a week’s screening 
around Manila. She hopes 
to top it with another action 
comedy soon. 

Despite producers’ com- 
plaints that cable television 
and pirated video record- 
ings are hurting the indus- 
try, actors and actresses say 
movies will continue to be 
the number one form of 
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Los Lobos remain obstinate after 20 years 


flEVi 




By Dean Goodman 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — It has 
been 20 years since five 
young Mexican-Americans 
formed a band called Los 
Lobos in 'East Los Angeles- 
and set out on an idiosyn- 
cratic journey ■ to a fabled 
position among American 
roots musicians. 

The lineup remains the 
same, as does the band’s 
credo of playing from the 
heart ana just seeing what 
happens. Yet Los Lobos 
have also kept up with the 
times — albeit according to 
their own dock — and the 
) band seems as relevant as 
ever. 


marking the anniversary 
“Just Another Band From 
East L.A.: A Collection" 
covers the band’s extensive 
repertoire of rollicking bar- 
rio (neighbourhood) party 
tunes, ppignimt'iales of the* 
Latino experience in a 
strange land , through to 
gritty soul and blues-laced 
numbers. 

Included are a few choice 
covers induding live ver- 
sions of Marvin Gaye’s 
What’s Going On?, 
Cream’s Politician and the 
Grateful Dead’s Bertha. 
These songs attest to the 
vast range of influences that 
Los Lobos draw from 


Unfortunately, most peo- 
ple’s knowledge of Los 
Lobos begins and ends with 


\ * 


:e? 


the traditional Mexican 


A 41-song compilation 

• ,r 1 ll --' ?! .iv-^i 1 ! "-xc 1: *"■ h 


song La Bamba, which 
earned the band a “freak” 
worldwide hit in 1987. 

In part Los Lobos are to 
blame since they realised 
that “La Bamba”, from The 
movie of the same- 'name 
about the late Ritchie 
Valens, threatened to type- 
cast them as an easy-listen- 
ing covers band. Or worse, 
a novelty act. 

“We ended up with a 
whole wall of fans who 
didn’t know us apart from 
that one song," says the 
band’s drummer Louie 
Perez, who shares songwrit- 
ing duties with singer- 
guitarist David Hidalgo. 

“We were in a tittle bit of 
a mess there that we had to 
get ourselves out of (and) it 
took us a couple of records 


to get that out of our 
system. ” 

Instead of releasing a fol- 
low-up album of La Bamba- 
type tunes to ensure the 
continuation, of- middle- • ^ 
America 's •'pervcTser-lOve:''- 
aSarr with them, Los Lobos 
broke it off by releasing an 
album of traditional. Span - 
isb -language songs., 

“La Pistola Y El Cora- 
zon” won them their second 
Grammy, and rid them of 
the “La Bamba” crowd. 
Commercial success at the 
record stores may have 
eluded them ever since but 
Los Lobos wouldn’t have it 
any other way. 

Critics cannot heap 
enough praise on each new 
Los Lobos album , and their 


live performances are re- 
markable. 

“We still work really hard 
to make ends meet, Perez 
says. “To keep the artistic 
qqntrol of what we do re- 
99i«ts 

would have been real easy .. . 
for us a long tune ago to 
lrinda compromise 
ourselves and come up with 
a real campy little thing and 
make a whole bunch of 
money that wouldn’t have 
lasted very long anyway.” 

Perez says there is a 
timelcssness to the compila- 
tion with old songs tike A 
Matter Of Time and then- 
signature tune Will The 
Wolf Survive? still retaining 
their lustre. . . 

“If I was going to do it all 
over again. I don’t think I 


would do it much diffe- 
rent,” he says. “ A lot of 
bands kinda have this cer- 
tain trajectory where they 
shoot for drat gold ring and, 
I dunno, once you get there 

An indication of Los 
Lobos’ future path ties in 
one of the compilation’s 
new songs New Zandu, a 
grungy little ditty recorded 
on a four-track cassette. 
However, Perez thinks it 
could be another year be- 
fore they release a follow- 
up studio album to last 
year’s masterpiece, Kiko, 
and who knows what ingre- 
dients they will come up 
with by then? 

In the meantime they are 
workingtib a soundtrack for 


the next film byEIMariachi 
director Robert Rodriguez. 

Perhaps one regret about 
Los Lobos’ success is that 
few other Mexican-Amer- 
ican "'bands have taken 
advantage of the attention 
and jumped from neigh- 
bourhood to club circuit. 

Perez thinks that ethnic 
groups often tend to cut 
themselves off because 
they’re almost shy about 
bringing their special brand 
to a wider audience. Also 
their fans at home often 
don’t want to lose the bands 
to the mainstream. - 

These days none of the 
band actually lives , in East 
L.A: Perez himself lives in 
San Diego. Los Lobos have 
done their neighbourhood 


proud, but some things 
don’t change. 

“When we started out in 
*73, it was unheard of for 
young people to be playing 
Mexican music. Everything 
wanted to homogenise ana 
assimilate as far as reena- 
gers go,” Perez says. 

“We have been kinda tike 
heroes to the Mexican- 
American people, but when 
it comes down to it, young 
people will still listen to 
whatever’s hip , trendy. 

That’s the nature of being 
young, wanting to be part of 
something that’s much big- 
ger than where you come 
from. 

"Our presence is still 
there ana 1 hope it has some 
influence. " 
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Russian poet sees new union of former Soviet republics 




0* 


By Christopher Wilson 
Reuter 

HANOVER. New Hamp- 
shire — Yevgeny Yev- 
: tushenko. the modem Rus- 
, siun poet best know n by the 
West, has u vision that the 
tierce surge of nationalism 
that splintered the former 
k Soviet Union will dissipate 
t .and a new unitv emerge in 


the land he calls “the giant 
space “ 

“The Soviet Union . in my 
opinion, will be resurrected 
under new name, without 
the dictate of Moscow, 
without ■ the rule of the 
(Communist) Party. It. 
doesn 't mutter how we will 
call the next union, but I 
i hi nk it will save r he coun- 
try. " he says. 

' Arms, flying he bursts into 
a stream' or anecdotes ex- 


tolling the. virtues of Geor- 
gian wine, the wonders ot 
Russian theatre, its actors, 
the cinema, the cultural 
richness of the thr-flung re- 
publics. “ We need each 
other." he says. 

It is as if he cannot im- 
agine life without them. 

" “Not every thing Jn the 
old Soviet Union w r us bud. " 
Yevtushenko said during an 
hour- long interview at 
Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire where gave a 
reading of his poems and 
screened his film Statin's 
Funeral. 

“I hope that the destruc- 
tive microbes of nationalism 
will slowly disappear." 

For Yevtushenko, one ot 
a generation of Russian 
pivts who came to promin- 
ence in the mid-I^ftis 


period of "dc-Stalinisa- 
tion". it is a plea from the 
heart. 

The tall Siberian-born 
poet, now 60. still flam- 
boyant and almost as 
famous for his brightly col- 
oured suits and outrageous 
tics as he is for his nbetry. 
has devoted much of his life 
and his best work to attack- 
ing anti-Semitism, national- 
ism. chauvinism. 

His most famous poem 
Babi Yar. written in l%l. 
describes his reaction as a 
39-year-i *ld li i seeing the 
infamous ravine in the sub- 
urbs of Kiev where the 
Nazis killed thousands of 
Soviets during World War 
II: 

“ Such dread comes over 
me I feel as old today as the 
poitplc itself... I am each 


old man shot dead here 7 
am every child shot dead 
here... No part of me shall 
ever forget . " 

A ngry. challenging and 
restless. Yevtushenko was 
described as “ungovern- 
able" by former Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev, 
who nonetheless came to 
respect him. 

“I am very proud to be 
part of a generation of poets 
who were the grandfathers 
of perestroika." he '•ays. 
“ The pid ideal stage after 
Stalin was completely emp- 
ty. On this empty stage 
appeared the slim figures of 
some young poets, who be- 
gan to ask for democracy 
against the monopoly of the 
party, against anti-Semitism 
and Chauvinism." 

"f Mikhail) Gorbachev 


was father of perestroika." 
he says with a smile. “But 
we were grandfathers." 

His poetry readings are 
mercurial, spellbinding per- 
formances that alternately 
enthrall, chill ;md envelop 
the audience in images of 
tragedy as his voice first 
htwms and then drops to a 
whisper. 

Yet these soaring recitals 
have prompted criticism 
that his ptictry gains much 
from the oral delivery — 
sometimes masking a lack 
of substance and looseness 
of structure. 

Yevtushenko's popularity 
in both East and West has 
been accompanied by fre- 
quent controversy and liter- 
ary and political eritieism. 

'Notable Soviet emigres 
like poet and nobcl laureate 


Joseph Brodsky claimed he 
swayed tike u reed in the 
political winds, managing to 
live comfortably with the 
hardline Communist regim- 
es of Khrushchev "and 
Leonid Brezhnev and later 
leaping to the forefront of 
" eiasnnst In JV 89 he won 
election to the First Soviet 
parliament. 

Yet Yevtushenko was 
often hampered and cen- 
sored by the old regime and 
protested loudly " in 1974 
when Russian author Alex- 
ander Solzhenitsyn was 
arrested and expelled to the 
West. 

•' His inteniew with Reu- 
ters look place just 30 miles 
(50 km) from Cavendish. 
Vermont, where Solzhenit- 
syn has li\ ed m exile since 
1976. But Yevtushenko has 


had no contact with his 
compatriot writer since he 
was rebuffed several years 
ago. 

w “When Solzhenitsyn was 
arrested m Moscow I called 
to KGB headquarters to 
protest. 1 even romantically 
said that if Solzhenitsyn was 
not released / would die on 
the barricades." said Y'er- 
tushenko. 

“1 did everything I could 
to support him because / 
respect him very much. / 
think he dcsenvs a monu- 
ment in Russia. 

“But then I called him up 
three or four years ago. I 
got answer from some of his 
people that he apologised 
but said he was very busy. 
Since then I have no con- 
tact. " 

Despite his optimism. 


Yevtushenko says trans- 
formation can only take 
place through gradual 
evolution and warns that 
Russia must guard against 
"changing the dictatorship 
of the party for the dicta- 
torship of factory owners. " 

"I don't want forced capi- 
talism. We need economic 
and spiritual development 
and tt's better to do it 
together. " 

He will not he pressed to 
comment on the new con- 
stitution proposed by Rus- 
sian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

"I do not bet on rhe 
names, but I do bet on the 
ideas." says Yevtushenko. 
"It doesn't matter who is 
the president of Russia. 1 
just wish it would he Mr. 
common sense." 




Art thieves drawn by rich vein of East European treasures 


By Jeremy Smith 

Reuter 

PRAGUE — International 
art thieves, taking advan- 
tage of relaxed post-Com- 
monist borders, are 
plundering Eastern 
Europe’s art treasures to 
sell in the prosperous West. 

The problem, often in- 
volving organised gangs, 
has taken on such propor- 
tions that European art ex- 
perts are joining forces with 
the international police 


organisation Interpol to try 
'and curb a flourishing trade 
in priceless prices of art. 

“This illegal trade is orga- 
nised by Western gangs who 
are buying up the objects to 
sell them later at a profit in 
various Western European 
countries, ” Jose Luis 
Alvarez, a Spanish expert 
on cultural heritage, told a 
meeting of art experts and 
international police officials 
in Prague last month. 

“ The sums they pay here 
(in the Czech Republic) are 


vastly inferior to what they 
expect to make from their 
sales in the West,” Mr. 
Alvarez told Reuters. 

Officials said that since 
Eastern Europe began 
opening its borders after the 
collapse of communism in 
1989. smuggling of art ob- 
jects to Germany and Au- 
stria had boomed. 

The Czech Republic has 
been a favourite target, not . 
least because border police 
have to handle an enormous 
Good of visitors — 54 mil- 


lion in the first 10 months of 
1993 — which makes effec- 
tive controls virtually im- 
possible. 

In the most spectacular 
case of art theft to date, 
four Picasso paintings worth 
an estimated $30 million , 
were taken from Prague’s 
National Gallery in 1991. 
The works, including the 
famous Port Of Cadaques, 
were eventually recovered. 

One of the stolen paint- 
ings, Absinthe And Playing 
Card, was picked up by 


German police in a Bava- 
rian railway station. 

Experts say the usual 
smuggling route leads 
through what the Czech 
police call “the green fron- 
tier” — the deep woods 
along the borders with Au- 
stria and Germany. 

“At first it was pure 
amateurs (who were in- 
volved), ” said Daniela Mar- 
salkova of the Czech Cul- 
ture Ministry’s Galleries 
and Museums Department 
in an interview. 


“But recently it seems 
that well-organised gangs 
are stealing on the orders of 
other people interested in a 
particular piece.” 
According to Mr. 
Alvarez, northern Euro- 
pean countries . have been 
traditional buyers of East 
European art. “That (West- 
ern Europe) is where the 
transactions are going...,” 
he said. 

Like other countries in 
post- Comm unist Europe, 
the Czech Republic saw 


much of its best art dis- 
appear even before com- 
munism fell and the borders 
opened. 

“The previous (Com- 
munist) regime quite pur- 
posefully exported part of 
the Czech national neritage 
for hard currency, especial- 
ly items which it had left 
unlisted so that their export 
was half-legal,” Deputy 
Culture Minister Laaislav 
Kratocbvil told the Prague 
conference. 

Before 1989, security 


around ait treasures in tbi 
Communist Bloc was gener 
ally more lax but the au 
thorities compensated fo, 
this by fortifymg borders tc 
jxevcnt smuggling to tht 

"Me scale of the illegal at 
trade Jias provoked a star 
my debate over the state’* 
position on .the nations, 
heritage, with public opin 
ion galvanised into acti 0l 

ST ~ senes thefts since 
the Communists left power. 


that 

loser 


popular entertainment for 
impoverished Filipinos. 

A study shows that box 
office hits usually occur 
when the economy is de- 
pressed, says sociology Pro- 
fessor Laura Samson. 

“People want escape for 
different motivations. In 
highly industrialised coun- 
tries, pop culture thrives 
because of the robot-like 
existence , the routine and 
boredom,” Samson said. 

“What gives pop culture 
life in underdeveloped 
countries is the conditions 
of misery. Filipino movies 
do not just entertain. Like 
religion, they sell hope.” 
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Prevention is still the message as the world marks AIDS Day 
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By Cynthia Johnson 

Reuter 

LONDON — He central 
message for World AIDS 
day last week remained that 
prevention is sdll the only 
defence against the killer 
disease while researchers 
battle on to Snd a cure or 
vaccination. 

Since 1988, Dec. 1 has 
been designated as a day of 
observance designed to 
boost the world-wide fight 
against AIDS and many 
countries have organised a 
full week of fund-raising, 
educational and memorial 
activities. 

Pop concerts and condom 


give-aways , candelight 
memorials and street plays 
were among the events' 
organised globally to raise 
awareness of the disease 
and mourn its victims. 

“. Ignorance , complacency 
and prejudice are the big- 
gest obstacles to containing 
the AIDS epidemic interna- 
tionally. ” says Tony 
Keenan , national president 
of the Australian Federa- 
tion of AIDS Organisa- 
tions. 

Mr. Keenan and other 
local World AIDS Day 
organisers say that in de- 
veloped countries AIDS — 
which cripples the body’s 
immune system — is still 


often regarded as afflicting 
homosexuals or drug users 
and is not seen as a wider 
health threat. 

Sydney was one of the 
cities taking part in the 
'’night without light ” in 
which the lights in buildings 
and on bridges and monu- 
ments will be switched off 
for 15 min utes in memory of 
those who have died from 
AIDS (acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome). 

Among the fund raising 
events for AIDS charities 
was the Princess of Wales’ 
“ concert of hope” in Lon- 
don. Organisers of the pop 
concert — featuring George 
Michael , K.D. I*ang and 


others — said this is the Gist 
time a member of the Brit- 
ish royal family has put 
their name to such an event, 
which is intended to be held 
annually. 

Princess Diana is a strong 
supporter of AIDS charities 
ana has campaigned to raise 
awareness of the disease. 

In Washington, Tony and 
Grammy award-winning 


singer Jennifer Holliday 
part in “ Voices Of Hope ”, 


ana other performers took 


;r jpei 
’Void 

gals 

In France, one of the 
European countries worst 
affected by AIDS, persona- 
lities such as actresses 
Catherine Deneuve and 


Jane Birkin have recorded 
messages for the countn r 's 
first “ travelling ” radio sta- 
tion dedicated to the dis- 
ease. 

The station broadcasted 
from a special train that left 
Paris for a 10-day tour of 
the country. 

Germany — rocked by a 
scandal over blood products 
tainted by the HIV virus 
that causes AIDS — is laun- 
ched an international pla- 
que-laying project called 
'’names and stones". 

The plaques bears the 
names of those who died 
from AIDS. "The aim is to 
ensure people don’t forget 
about AIDS or its victims. " 


said a spokeswoman for the 
German AIDS Foundation. 

The Health Ministry in 
Turkey has enlisted Muslim 
preachers to warn their con- 
gregations about the 
Bangers of AIDS and 
how to avoid the disease. 
AIDS information sheets 
were distributed to Tur- 
key's estimated 60,000 mos- 
ques. 

The Bombay-based Indi- 
an health organisation's 
campaign included a pro- 
cession by prostitutes , 
street plays and the dis- 
tribution of condoms at 
crowded suburban railway 
stations. 

China, whose 1.2 billion 


population is statistically 
one of the least affected by 
AIDS, frequently dismisses 
the illness as a ‘foreigner's 
disease. ” 

But Beijing is looking 
more seriously at campaigns 
to prevent infection. A 
cabinet-sponsored working 
group is devising a national 
plan which may be 
announced soon. 

The Geneva-based World 
Health Organisation 
has estimated that 


by the middle of this year 
about 14 million people 
were infected with HIV, 
more than 13 million of 
them adults. About eight 
milli on of the adult infec- 


tions were in sub-Saharan 

Africa. 

Afore men than women ■ 
are HIV-infected bat the 
gap is narrowing as heter- 
osexual transmission be- ’ 
comes more common. The 
WHO estimates that by the 
year 2000 the number of 
new infections among 
women w ill approach that 

of men. ^ 

v. >■ 

By the end of the decade 
the WHO conservatively 
projects that time will be 
between 30 million and 40 
million HIV infections. 



An AIDS trrave for nearly every rural Uganda house 
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By Rowena Whelan - 

Reuter 

f NKOKKO, Uganda — 
; Nearly every house has an 
AIDS grave in much of 
, rural Uganda and even the 
\ health workers are dying. 

“We didn 't foresee a cou- 
“ pie of years ago that a num- 
ber of people we were train - 
” ing would die,” says 
Eamonn Brehony of the Ir- 
ish-based charity Concern 
Worldwide. He has waged a 
; losing battle against the dis- 
l ease in Uganda’s impover- 
ished countryside since 
: 1990. 

The World. Health Orga- 
nisation says the campaign 

■ against AIDS in Africa, 
which has about one-third 

' of the world’s 700,000 re- 
ported cases , has failed to 

* make any progress. 

Uganda, where cases 
were first discovered in 

■ 1982, is among the worst 
bit Community workers 

- say the official tally of 

• 41,193 cases reported to 
■ ’ government monitors by 

. June is only a tiny fraction 
j of the problem. 

, Christine Kaggwa sits 
. crumpled under a tree out- 
side her but in the southern 
: . village ofNkokko. Her hus- 


band died of an illness 
associated with acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS) and she has 
been battling the disease for 
three years. Her wasted fea- 
tures are more those of an 
old woman than a 35-year- 
old mother of five. 

Her link with the world of 
the living is her neighbour 
Betty Ssonko, another 
AIDS widow, who treats 
her ailments with herbs, 
cleans her clothes, brings 
her water, firewood and 
friendship. 

“ She comes and visits 
me. She brings me a little of 
what she has. She is very 
kind to me, ” kaggwa says. 

But today, Ssonko won’t 
be coming. 

She is too weak Grom her 
own AIDS-related illness to 
walk the few hundred 
metres from her village 
shop to Christine’s farm 
among the banana planta- 
tions.. 

Ssonko, 36, is one of 
nearly 1,000 Ugandan 
women trained by concern 
to p rovide basic home care, 
including traditional herbal 
remedies. 

Brehony said four of the 
women have died. 

“ Now we encourage 


them to work in pairs so 
they can teach each other, 
and then if one falls sick the 
other is there to help out.” 
be said. 

Farther south, close to 
the shore of Lake Victoria, 
is the small town of Kinun- 
ba. It is in Rakai district, an 
underdeveloped region 
shunned even by Ugandans 
after it was one of the first 
places in the world to report 
AIDS cases. 

More than a decade later, 
its people are living a night- 
mare in a killing grounds for 
AIDS. Deaths are too 
numerous to be mourned in 
traditional fashion of days 
and nights of collective 
grief. 

“I would honestly say 
AIDS has touched every 
household at this stage.” 
Brehony said. “There’s no- 
body around here who 
hasn’t buried someone 
dose, and by dose I mean a 
father or mother, a brother 
or sister, a son or a 
daughter. ” 

He said AIDS was to 
blame for around three 
quarters of the - estimated 

1.000 deaths in Kirumba in 
the last two years, out of a 
population of around 

22.000 in 1991. 


“ The vast, vast majority 
of these would have died of 
AIDS,” he said. “ But we 
wouldn’t know the exact 
numbers because we don’t 
test for AIDS ” — testing 


poor country like Uganda. 


Here there are no 


being too costly for a dirt- 
tike Uq 

lospit- 

al AIDS-wards with profes- 
sional nurses, no life-saving 
wonder drugs, no expensive 
pain killers. 

All the doomed have to 
rely upon is traditional her- 
bal remedies to ease the 
pain and care from their 
neighbours — some of 
whom are also dying. 

Sister Ursula Sharpe of 
Kitovu Hospital , in Masaka 
district, adjacent to Rakai, 
said her mobile care unit 
alone was treating more 
than 2,000 full blown AIDS 
cases, based on World 
Health Organisation 
criteria for identifying the 
disease. 

“We have a lot of deaths 
caused by AIDS,” said 
George William Ssentume, 
chairman of the local coun- 
cil in Kirumba. “From here 
to the third house we 
have lost about seven 
lie.” 

ie seven included his 


pep g/ 
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THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT 
By Necva Archer 


ACROSS 
1 Ml. gp 
SGdrrm 
10 Ezra the poet 
15 One-name singer 

19 Sett prof. 

20 BatftsfMPa s 
husband 


38 in their beds' 
|Moor*| 

42 Rosaceous herb 

43 "Whew, (tun was 
— . (Serin 1 " 

4fi Sue — tang don 
47 Same zodac 


63 Has the lead 

64 Near East tot 

65 " — . to comfort, 
and command" 
(Wordsworth) 

67 Smefl 

66 Bed need 


88 "I lent ism 
to — ..." (Anon.) 

B9 Window covereigs 

90 Wings 

91 Workhorse cans 

92 Extraordinary: 

aofcr 


21 More competent 

people 

71 Mountain 

93 Chemical 

22 Gloriole 

48 Jai — 

ridge 

compound 

23 Holywood 

49 — of the land 

72 Whai comedian 

96 Russian money 

Quosooir "What 

50 -Doe- 

does when 

97 Some tofewera 

has — 7 ' 

52 Do the human 

tunous? 

101 What actor did 

25 Comedian has the 

thing? 

74 winch one 

oner Mb top? 

high seas? 

53 Comedian draws 

75 Poisons 

103 Good name 

27 Ftashy gokttah 

graffiti? 

76 Once around 

106 Melody 

28 Curves 

57 rabto setting fern 

77 In re 

lub Small measure 

30 Motion plows 

58 Constructed m 

78 Big pig 

107 Run oft to wed 

3i Bohenwn 

haste 

79 Kind of no. 

TOO HeraMc border 

32 Sotos 

GO Lost a lap 

80 " — Arms ' 

109 Genus d swans 

33 Piefustonc axe 

61 Treacherous 

[Heratogway) 

110 Tested 

34 Sons 

meta 

84 Spitting mage 

111 Froh 

37 Tatung to court 

62 Sea eagles 

85 Did a letter over 

112 Name hi soccer 

DOWN 

1 Forsaken c«d 

2S Goes astray 

51 "-after — ora 

80 ' — to touch the 

2 Cenan aa 

32 Courtly 

madman' 

best" (Rategpi) 

3 " — o'clock 

33 Flower part 

(Rousseau) 

81 Sang 

scholar' 

34 Packaging 

53 Types dan 

82 Israeli artne 

4 Holds 

maeflne 

54 Desptser 

83 Having hers 

5 Looks at books 

35 'll — Should 

55 Large ape 

84 Lobster daw 

G Smeerety 

Leave You" 

56 -Le — d Arttw" 

86 Compton 

7 Comanws 

36 Did "Cheers" 

59 Gndran 

87 Entreaty 

B Author Fleming 

regular go home7 

61 "I — lock 

89 Torrents 

9 Tata 

37 Wild duck 

from..." 

91 Sweet Sp. 

10 "A — to todst" 

39 Which mow star 

63 Hangs 

92 Coumermtanr 

11 Woodwinds 

raid sing and 

64 Andrea del — 

93 Division word 

12 Eskimo ki»v*s 

dance? 

65 Small drum 

94 Antma 

U Cotton fiber knot 

40 Bong together 

66 Ben Jenson'" 

95 Yes - 

14 Type Of battery 

41 Kelly and 

67 Brown quickly 

96 Italian panter 

15 Intones 

Hackman 

68 State- smelling 

97 Location 

16 Drag 

43 Basebal brothers 

69 Ladd classic 

98 Green land 

17 Sch. type 

44 "A Touch ol — " 

70 Tender spots 

99 Croissant 

18 Pamter Bonfwur 

45 Swiss rtwr 

72 Forest room 

100 Snick or — 

24 Makes 

48 Forest ol — 

73 Loses nar 

102 Sable, a.g. 

26 Wmdow part 

50 Gushes suddenly 

76 Pavng stuff 

104 Guido's note 
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Diagramless 19 x. I9. By James Barrie* 


ACROSS 
1 Hit hard 
5 Assumed name 
7 People in 
publishing: abbr 

lOShnw' place 

12 Til tor — 

13 Anger 

14 Unpleasantly 
sharp 

16 Moonshine 

22 islet 


DOWN 

1 Disdainful cry 

2 — carte 

3 Title tor knights 

4 Usual behavior 

6 Achy 

7 Impresses 
clearly 

8 Fin 

9 Be sparing with 
11 Kinsman: abbr. 

14 Emissary 

15 Difference a! 
opnian 


23 — whiz' 

24 Powerful ruler 

25 Tom tckei pan 

27 Bakery Items 

28 Fashionable 
resort 

29 Watch carefully 
31 S- shaped 

moldings 

33 PreeqMaUon 

34 Head 


16 Used to be 

17 Popular snow 
IB Uve — (have a 

tain 

19 Lizard 

20 Neck part 

21 Pate da tote — 

26 Floating fee. tor 
short 

27 French cfwese 

30 Auncto 

31 Earthy fugnumt 

32 Profit 


New York's 

Broadway 

Mem 

Bicarbonate □( — 

Carried 
Seats ki a pub 
Roman household 

£Sod fish 
Long story 
Greek letters 


34 Graceful bird 

36 Region 

37 Landed property 

38 Ebony, e g. 

39 Bustle 

40 New Haven's 
uiwerstty 

43 Gusted 

44 Swearword 

45 "We — 
overcome . " 

46 Reach across 
48 Swift 


54 Touch lightly 

55 Plus 

56 Sundry items on 
sale 

61 Kind of orange 

62 Charged particle 
S3 Central 

84 Move unsteadily 

68 Work at 

69 Spinet 

70 Rowing group 


50 Abbr. m banking 

51 LPs' modem 
cousins 

53 PhBateSc Item 

57 Wicked 

58 Orchestra's 
place 

59 Ring 

60 Caper 

65 Beaman 

66 Compass 
letters 

87 Prfoers 


Last Week’s Cryptograms 

1. Doughty, feisty sailor sought a draught of ale to assuage his long 
lingering thirst. 

2 . Forcing down tears, shy stripper runs off stage while rowdy crowd yells. 
“Pul It on." 

3. Hospitable hospital workers enheanen disabled patients who need 
kindness. 

4. Good newsmen will search out such meaningful facts as who, how, what, 
when and where. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. FCAGY AH IYYCTENUDTL IN BlIET 

DCKLNIR HIDNACK INNTESTS SGRR FRILL 
DRILL. —By Ed Huddleson 

2. CT A I E BRLV AIEGFVST BI1 FVGCIEFSA. 
BPVH HI I H V 2CSS BRLV A Z E RHAZPVCV. 

— By Gordon Miller 

3. MONSTA WCR NRKUSJWSH CYNNYN 

ZYESK. JRERNKU GOTMNRH HOJWYZRNJ 
BKZR YOW JHNRKZSTA. —By Eugene T. Males ka 

4. DBPUY N9BEFM TASK TOM THE K-C U R T U 
BRE SHE BOUND SAYS GANG. —By Frank N. Stein 


H'tftH liUUI -1 HUI.U) F.l'inn 
FHiriort oiririn nnnnn nnrcn 
i-HiijilJURUL'iiin'i waciftanaunH 
HMUI3HITH1B noairifta 

mra nui.niflH nrci.i 

Limrauin nnra m;iiTir?nnn 
[■iniTu iifT?inocicnrani:rni nntn 
rannn ijiaun Rtiua mum 
wnnctR nnnirnfnrHmn nnrann 
liHnn iT.nrui uwirtrj wri.-rjuii] 
•Tinnna ''nnnfj 

ranr.innu nraiiinn nnua nnm 
nanm rjnrlriN.vajfip uiinnn 
ricina omia unrin tiumi 
iii'Hi r.niTinnnnanor3^ nrarin 
cmLfi'iifnn aiMfiH ianii:;:uiii 
nnn nnnniin nmn 
nnntnni nmnnnn nuinnraRnn 

RtiiriGQOHriinfi nrnfiinoi'ionarc 
mc'inu i;inuni;i nnnn rnnnnn 
nirinn nmn nnnn nnnn 


SOLUTIONS OF 

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



wife and twins. He won’t 
remarry for fear of trans- 
mitting the disease. 

AIDS is largely spread by 
heterosexual sex in Africa. 
Ugandan men traditionally 
\Bave multiple partners-, 
either in formal polygamous 
marriages or informal 
affairs, feeding the equally 
high incidents of HIV and 


AIDS. 

Ugandan health author- 
ities say nearly 1^00,000 
people — equivalent to ab- 
out 10 per cent of the 
population — cany HIV, 
the virrus that can cause 
AIDS. They say the rate is 
highest among the young 
generation, especially girls 
and women aged between 


12 and 25. 

In pre-AIDS days con- 
doms were virtually un- 
known in Uganda. Health 
workers say they are now 
widely accepted and used. 
In some parts of Africa con- 
doms are regarded as pass- 
ports to promiscuity. 

Ssonko and Kaggwa were 
almost certainly infected by 


their husbands. , . 

“My husband died m 
1990, Kaggwa said, tal- 
lying the deaths just in her 
own family. „ <' 

.. “Eight brothers of my 
husband died, and six sis-, 
ters or half sisters. Three of 
my own brothers died... but 
no sisters. 

“My sisters are oAay." 


Orphans eke a living in 
AIDS-ravaged Uganda 


By Rowena Whelan 

Reuter 

LUWA WOLO, Uganda — Neglected orphans struggle to 
survive after their parents die in Uganda ’s AIDS-ravaged 
countryside. 

Since the deaths of her subsistence-farmer parents, 
17-year-old NaJoubega Regina has been bead of house- 
hold Air three younger siblings in this village in Rakai , 
the first district of Uganda to report AIDS in 1982 and 
one of the worst-hit areas. 

She and her brother Matovu, 15, set to work in Gelds 
almost as soon as they awake — NaJoubega hoeing a 
vegetable patch and Matovu breaking ground for plant- 
ing with a broad-bladed pick. 

With no animals to plough, land clearance and 
planting is exhausting hand labour.-. 

Nine-year-old Kasita John and bis little sister Namu- . 
gumya Prossy, eight, wash in muddy water from the 
swamp 2>e£i£nd the hut, then set off barefoot on an 
hour-long walk to school. 

. On one day none of them had breakfast — there was 
not enough food in the hut 

Like the poorest of the poor elsewhere in rural 
Uganda, these children five on the margins of their 
community, left destitute and almost forgotten by neigh- 
bours when their parents died. 

Aid workers cannot swear they are among the 120,000 
Ugandan children officially estimated each year to lose 
one or both parents doe to acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). 

^ Tests to prove AIDS infection are too expensive in 
impoverished Uganda and in any event both parents of 
these orphans wen buried before the children were 
found living in squalor by the charity Concern Worl- 
dwide in 1992. 

But Concern workers said it is aO too likely they are 
AIDS orphans. 

“By the time we came across this family, they were in 
a very poor state. It was horrible/’ said Concern’s 
Joseph Ssamula. 

“The parents bad died, suspected of AIDS, they (the 
children) were being neglected, not bring cared for by 
anyone in their village. The boose they were living in was 
nearly falling in on them.” 

NaJoubega used to bare to go out to work every day to 
dig other people’s Gelds to earn food. Matovu roamed the 


villa g e half wild, tike many AIDS orphans. 

The leaky two-room hut where they slept and cooked 
was smoky and cramped. Untended, much of their land 
iiad returned to scrub. 

In some ways they were lucky. 

They bad kept their land and were together as a 
family, nnlilea many of the orphans surveyed by tfre 
Uganda community-based Association for Gbfid Welfare 
(UCOBAC) and the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs. 

UCOBAC, an umbrella group for chtid welfare 
groups, found the land of orphans was often grabbed by 
their dead father’s relatives and livestock sold without 
their consent. 

Orphan girls are liable to being married off early for a 
dowry or put on child labour markets as housemaids. 

The United Nations Children’s Fund, UNICEF, has 
forecast tb&14b,000cbSdren a year will lose one ot both 
parents to AIDS by the year -2000. 

Uganda’s government, aware of the problem but too 
financially strapped to deal adequately with such num- 
bers of needy children, welcomes help from UJSf., 
Islamic, Western and African charities. 

Concern gave Naloubega and her family seeds and 
hoes for planting, and materials for a new house — wood 
for poles, a door and a window, nails and reeds tor tire 
roof. 

Villagers provided mud for the watts, water to mix & 
and the labour to build a sample home. Neighbourhood 
children cleared land for crops in return for Concern 
paying their school fees. 

Concern also pays for Kasita’s and Namugumya ’s 
primary schooling, just two among 10,000 cUBdren 
provided with baric education by the Irish-based dkarity 
in Rakai. 

But life remains tough for these peasant children who 
rarely smile. 

As the heat of the day rises, Matovu leaves the Gelds ha 
search of mushrooms for their evening meal, then far 
firewood. B 

Naloubega weaves palm leaves into mats which she 
takes to market every three months, earning about 6,000 
Ugandan shillings ($5) to buy essentials such as soap, salt 
and kerosene. 

When homegrown food is abort, Naloubega still goes 
out to dig in exchange for bananas. 

The only sign of childhood games is a model house the 

children have built in the dirt yard. 
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Researchers warn parents on AIDS risks 


f ; v. 


By Carl Winter 
Reuter 

NEW BRUNSWICK , N.J. 
— Rutgers University re- 
searchers warned parents of 
children who may be at risk 
for AIDS to take strict pre- 
cautions after doctors found 
an unusual case of transmis- 
sion among two unrelated 
children. 

Two doctors studying 
AIDS cases in children have 
discovered a rare case of the 
disease in which one child 
infected another while in 
the care of a foster home. 

“ This was a one in 
500,000 , even one in a mil- 
lion, occurrence, ” said Dr. 
Lawrence Frankel, profes- 
sor of pediatrics and co- 
author of an article on the 
case to appear in the Dec. 
16 issue of the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

"Even so, parents with 
one sibling being HIV-posi- 
tive should take universal 
precautions, ” Prof. Frankel 
told Reuters in a telephone 
interview. HIV stands for 
human immuno-deGciency 
virus, the virus that is 


thought to cause AIDS. 

Parents should make sure 
youngsters do not share a 
toothbrush or that blood or 
body fluids be allowed to 
contact an open sore if one 
child is HIV-positive. Prof. 
Frankel said. 

The children in the case 
were two and five years of 
age . the doctors have said. 
Doctors are reluctant to 
give more details on their 
identities. 

Prof. Frankel said the 
two children shared a tooth - 
biush and one had gum 
disease. Doctors were also 
studying the possibility. 
Prof. Frankel said, that die 
older child, who was HIV- 
positive, had “ occasional 
nosebleeds” at a time when 
the younger child had a skin 
rash with an open sore. 

Prof. Frankel cautioned 
against using the Gndings as 
a reason for segregating 
HIV-positive children in 
schools. 

“Nothing in our research 
indicates that these youngs- 
ters cannot attend school or 
do whatever a normal child 
would do.” said Prof. 


Frankel. “ The thing we 
teach is to take normal, 
prudent steps to guard 
against this rare transmis- 
sion. ” 

The younger child's 
mother also had AIDS. But 
tests showed that the child’s 
virus came from the other 
child, not from the mother, 
scientists said. 

Dr. Donald Dubin , pro- 
fessor of molecular gene- 
tics, who had been pre- 
sented with samples from. 


the two children and the 
mother, did a biochemical 
analysis called DNA-tymng 
of part of the HIV ceU 
membrane. 

“The two children bad 
the same strain, while the 
mother’s strain was entirely 
different.” Dr. Dubin saKl. 
“This showed unequivoo 
ably that the virus was 
transmitted from one child 
to the other.” 

Both children . mean- 
while. are doing well , Prof. 
. Frankel said. 
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(Continued from page 4) 

people’s expectations. 

X call on the two sides to 
.prove that the democratic 
march is. not a struggle be- 
tween the executive and the 
legislative authorities. Some 
members of the executive au- 
thority have, regrettably, made 
'statements to the contrary, 
winch gave the impression that 
the deputies had their eyes on 
the ministers’ jobs. 

Furthermore, the govern- 
ment, instead of coming up 
with a policy statement dearly 
defining . its future program- 
mers, merely supplied us with 
the names of new Cabinet 
members. 

I demand that measures be 
taken to allow more students 
from the Badia and rural re- 
gions of Jordan to acquire uni- 
versity education. Only by 
being fair to the students of 
these regions can we be just 
and provide opportunities for 
all, on. equitable basis. 

Suleiman Sa’ad Raimondi 
(Jtra*) 

(IAF) 

There is no indication in the 
government’s policy statement 
of its intention to implement 
Islamic sharia despite the fact 
that the second article of the 
Constitution states that the re- 
ligion of the country is Islam. 

It was also mentioned in the 
statement that the government 
was neutral during the elec- 
tions period and provided 
equality and freedom to all... I 
do not want to question the 
government on the validity of 
such a claim neither do I want 
to ask it to reveal the identities 
of those who were distributing 
brochures against the Islamic 
stream candidates... but I 
would like to ask about its 
silence over the cooperation 
that existed between some gov- 
ernment employees and some 
candidates while it imposed 
restrictions on the Islamic 
stream and carried out transfer 
procedures of the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front employees... 

As to the peace process, I 
would like to near the govern- 
ment’s response (m whether 
die normalisation now includes 
tackling the issue of modifying 
our school curricula in a man- 
lier that would not harm the 
Jews since they expressed then- 
deep dissatisfaction with the 
.present curricula. 

- Where do you stand on the 
^.,r:cdocaticBi\pMosophytl»txs 
based on -faith to God and 
belief in die Arab values? 

What is the role of die gov- 
ernment in giving financial 
- allocations to religious institu- 
tions that have a positive im- 
pact on this country, culturally, 
socially and spiritually? 

Saleh Irsbefdat 
(Irbfd District) 

(TOC) 

The fact that the 12th Parlia- 
ment is in session now is a 
manifestation of the march of 
democracy in Jordan and the 
decision to hold the elections 
on schedule was a clear sign of 
Jordan’s total commitment to 


W ri'fc 






But die objective of the par- 
liamentary elections is to nave 
a gover n ment that reflects the 
results of those elections. The 
prime minister should have 
taken this into consideration 
and included Parliament mem- 
bers — most of whom proved 
to be centrists — in his 
Cabinet. He should have con- 
sulted with the Parliament, 
whose deputies represent the 
Jordanian people. This policy 
does not obstruct cooperation 
between the executive and the 
legislative authorities, rather it 
enhances democratic norms in 
this country. 

We had welcomed a meeting 
between the prime minister 
mid p arliamen tary blocs, but 
we .were disappointed to see 
that the meeting was not dedi- 
cated to consultations about 
government business or about 
prospects for joint action in the 
coming stage. 

These developments and the 
government’s disregard of the 
pariiam tim tariatis ’ views have 
had their negative impact on 
tbe deputies although many of 
the democratic alliance mem- 
bers had earlier informed the 
prime minister that they were 
willing to cooperate with his 
government. 

We appreciate the govern- 
ment’s stand regarding the 
holding of the elections on 
schedule and its firm, national, 
rbmr^g stand vis-a-vis the peace 
proass, but, I am not satisfied 
with the government’s actions 
concerning recent appoint- 
ments to .senior government 
positions and the arbitrary 
transfer of. others or their re- 
tirement. 

We would have liked to see a 
dear gov er nment programme 
handling such pressing ques- 
tions as those related to higher 
education, to non-Jordanian 
workers living in the country to 
the. agricultural, bousing and 
other sectors. 

-I demand that Jordan’s com- 
mitment to the economic res- 
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tractming programmes, agreed 
upon with the International 
Monetary Fund, be carried out 
on Jordanian terms and in a 
manner that would take into 
consideration its impact on the 
local society. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment grant more tax exemp- 
tions for new projects in order 
to encourage investments, to 
reexamine the taxation system, 
to support the construction 
sector and to pass to law on the 
teachers’ union. 

I will give my vote according 
to the government’s reply to 
the House. 

Nazih Ammarin 
(Karak District) (PDC) 

We had wished to hear a gov- 
ernment statement providing a 
mechanism for toe imple- 
mentation of the contents of 
the Speech from the Throne. 
Unfortunately, the govern- 
ment did not respond favour- 
ably to this wish and has 
ignored the aspirations of the 
new Parliament, thus commit- 
ting a constitutional violation. 

Another violation was the 
termination of the constitu- 
tional mandate of the 11th 
Parliament. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er was formed when Parlia- 
ment was still holding its man- 
date, although not in session, 
but that government did not 
resort to te rminating the Par- 
liament. 

Also, we would have prefer- 
red to see the government rep- 
resenting the various blocs m 
Parliament so that everyone 
can share the responsibilities, 
but we were surprised to see, 
instead, a doctor serving as a 
minister of public works, a 
judge as minister of transport 
ana an educationist serving as 
minis ter of municipal and rural 
affairs. 

In addition, the man in the 
street is worried over the gov- 
ernment’s current tendency to 
favour certrain centres of pow- 
er in this country. I believe that 
such a policy would consecrate 
a system in which certain fac- 
tions would wield power over 
die others, something which 
would breed administrative 
corruption that one can by no 
means condone. 

Jordanians are also com- 
plaining from continual rise in 
the prices of various commod- 
ities and are fearful that the 
lifting of subsidies on basic 
consumer items could open the 
door for Jiirther rises in prices, 
as well as face the heavy taxa- 
tion policies imposed By the 
government 

Jordanians complain about 
lack of equal opportunities as 
they believe that they could 
not achieve anything unless 
they belonged to one of these 
centres of power. Apart from 
tiie question of unemploy- 
ment, winch the government 
has not dealt with yet, Jorda- 
nian employees feel that their 
salaries are losing value. 
Mahmoud Huweim 
(Karak District) 

(Independent) 

I tried, through my reading of 
the government's policy state- 
ment and in remembrance of 
the meeting we had with the 
prime minister, to find a posi- 
tive formula of cooperation 
and coordination, but in vain... 
It was harder than I thought... 
They want democracy under 
the dome only, and in words 
solely. 

The predominant atmosphere 
of the past six months, which 
resulted in lots of difficulties 
and in which democracy was 
absent from the government's 
institutions and the govern- 
ment, made it impossible to 
solve people's problems... and 
the government’s attempt to 
persuade us that it is seeking 
reform and renewal are diffi- 
cult. if not impossible to be- 
lieve. 

Do you know, Mr. Prime 
Minister, that for so many 
years a very limited number of 
my village's residents have pas- 
sed the tawjihi exam? i would 
like the government to hear 
that the blame, all the blame, 
falls on you... We have never 
had qualified teachers... How 
do you. Mr. Prime Minister, 
talk* about decentralisation, 
without having the qualified 
cadres capable of assuming 
such a responsibility? 

My region needs just the 
bare minimum to survive... 1 
would like to ask the govern- 
ment: What do we plant...? 
When do we plant...? And for 
whom do we plant? The farmer 
cannot afford to pay for the 
price of water, how can he 
provide food for his family? 

I have full confidence in the 
master of this country and his 
leadership in his tackling of the 
negotiations talks to achieve 
peace that would satisfy the 
future generations. 

My giving or denying the 
government the vote of confi- 
dence will depend on the gov- 
ernment’s response, 

Fawzi Tueiraehil 

Balqa District (NAF) 

I believe that the political 


attention in Jordan is now fo- 
cused on the PLO- Israel deal 
and I demand that Jordan play 
a role which should conform 
with the country’s historic and 
principles stands. 

Jordan has the right to re- 
gain its usurped land and to 
participate in working out solu- 
tions for various issues and 
outstanding problems like the 
water, borders and population, 
economy, workforce and 
others. 

I demand that Parliament, 
which represents the people of 
Jordan, play a key role in this 
participation alongside the ex- 
ecutive authority. This because 
the peace process and its re- 
sults are nor restricted to de- 
marcation of borders. 

. According to international 
organisations, liberating trade 
in the region, allowing free 
flow of workers and capital and 
launching economic ventures 
require sound economic plan- 
ning. 

As a country burdened with 
debts, we have a great deal of 
soda! and economic problems 
and I am afraid that we have 
not prepared anything for the 
coming stage. 

I therefore demand, among 
other things, that the negotiat- 

K :am submit to Parliament 
e facts about progress of 
the peace process and the pre- 
pa ran ess aeai with the econo- 
mic situation. 

Jamal Saraireh 

(Karak District) 

(Independent Islamist) 

Why this manner of dealing 
with people? Why doesn't the 
government apply the Con- 
stitution and resign?... As to 
the relationship between the 
government and the former 
Parliament, we find that the 
government had highly under- 
estimated it... and as a com- 
pensation for that Parliament's 
achievements, the government 
had dissolved it... Is this the 
healthy relationship between- 
the legislative and rhe execu- 
tive powers that we are yearn- 
ing for in the democratic era? 

Following the dissolution of 
Parliament, the government 
felt at ease and introduced the 
temporary election law, which, 
at the onset, claimed that the 
law will not be issued before an 
in-depth national debate 
among all political parties and 
groupings... Far from reality. 

What did your government 
do to Mutah University in the 

E ast six months, in line with 
lis Majesty King. Hussein’s . 
directives?... The university 
has never been fortunate 
enough to have a stable pres- 
idency... 

The government is the sha- 
dow of a party.. . if such a party 
( Ahd) had a majority in Parlia- 
ment, exceeding forty mem- 
bers for example, it would 
have been natural to form a 


government in accordance with 
the democratic norms and reg- 
ulations, but to have a "minor- 
ity” party that possesses all this 
influence and power on the 
government and its decisions... 
is very dangerous. 

Abdul Mun’em Abu Zant 
(Amman Second District) 
(IAF) 

fn the first page of the govern- 
ment's statement policy, it 
stipulates the protection of our 
national unity... How can 
national unity be achieved 
under the one-person, one- 
vote law which has consecrated 
tribalism and sectarianism? 

On page 23. the statement 
states that the government en- 
deavours "to continue its 
efforts to solve the unemploy- 
ment problem and poverty”... 
I do not know where this com- 
prehensive development plan 
to solve the problems of pover- 
ty, and unemployment which 
led to the spread of crime and 
immorality is... one of the gov- 
ernment's efforts was to in- 
crease the salaries of its minis- 
ters and augment the prices of 
goods and food items to the 
public... As to the increase in 
the salaries of the deputies... It 
is immoral for the government 
to take such a decision before 
it gets the vote of confidence 
because it is considered as giv- 
ing a bribe... 

The government's state- 
ment, unfortunately, was un- 
fair to women's issues and neg- 
lected their rights and duties 
while the government does not 
stop to boast that women make 
up half of the society... But 
great Islam considers the 
woman as tbe basic pillar of the 
society... I advise the govern- 
ment to submit its resigna- 
tion... 

Mohammad Aweidah 

BaJqa District (IAF) 

Through its senseless measures 
the government has caused 
harm to public freedoms 
through its handling of the 
elections. In the Balqa camp 
for instance, these measures 
obstructed the voting process. 

Policeman at the entrance to 
one of the Baqaa Camp voting 
centres used to ask the women 
voters who did they want to 
elect? If the answer was 
Mohammad Aweidah then the 
policeman would examine 
their papers and find a reason 
for turning them away. 

The government measures 
confused the -public .and 
prompted people to ask what is 
next in the election proce- 
dures? The government illegal- 
ly introduced the one-person, 
one-vote system, the voting 
card system and demanded 
other requirements to make 
the voting process all the more 
difficult. 

With these measures, the 


government caused a crack iin 
the walls of national unity and 
made things worse. 

It pursued efforts that ran 
contrary to the principle of 
equal opportunity and fairness 
in admission of students to 
universities, in employment 
and in providing services to 
various govemoraies. 

The Baqaa basin, for exam- 
ple. is inhabited by more than 
half of the population of the 
Baqaa region but still lack 
basic services and any govern- 
ment department except police 
stations and water and electric- 
ity fares collection offices. It is 
true that the Baqaa refugee 
camp is largely tbe responsibi- 
lity of the United Nations, but 
I am talking about the whole 
Baqaa region which embodies 
the camp and many other vil- 
lages. 

Concerning the 1994 budget, 
I call on my colleagues to 
refrain from approving it un- 
less it includes raises For gov- 
ernment employees and pen- 
sioners. 

We should take lessons from 
the situation prevailing in the 
neighbouring Arab states 
where social unrest is devastat- 
ing those countries. This is 
largely due to the feelings of 
despair and due to state injus- 
tice, repression and disregard 
to human dignity. 

With the 1989 elections we 
embarked a meaningful demo- 
cracy. We hoped the present 
government would pursue the 
path towards democracy, but 
regrettably it took many steps 
backwards. The government 
dissolved parliament for no 
reason in order to have a free 
hand in handling the country's 
affairs and to pass the uncon- 
stitutional one-person, one- 
vote election system. 

If we claim that we have 
security I dare to ask where are 
tbe security services doing to 
curtail immoral behaviour in 
the streets and in the hotels 
and the video tape stores? 

I stress here that the struggle 
against the Jews is one of ideol- 
ogy. culture and existence and 
not mere political struggle. 
The enemy seeks expansion 
and aggression on our lands 
and, therefore, we do not feel 
safe in Palestine, in Jordan or 
in tbe whole of the Arab 
World. 

Deeb Anis 
(Zarqa District) 

OAF) 

I urge the government to- do 
its best to return the West 


Bank, including Jerusalem, 
and put it under the reign of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan for it was an integral 
part of it since the early fifties. 

The restoration of the West 
Bank is the only means to 
reunite the two banks of River 
Jordan. 

Hie government is therefore 
asked not to recognise the 
Israeli state which usurped 
Arab lands, backed by im- 
perialism. 

Regarding Jordan's internal 
policy, ail of us have to cooper- 
ate to serve it. The role or the 
government has to be based 
upon protecting our country 
from those who tamper with 
our national unity, therefore, 
the government should deal 
with all governorates on equal 
footing. 

The minister of finance’s 
statement that there would be 
no increases in the employees’ 
salaries had negative effects on 
civil and military employees. 
Thus, I raise my voice ana ask 
for an increase in these peo- 
ple’s salaries that matches the 
rocketing increases in prices of 
goods. 

There are certain sectors in 
our country who hope the gov- 
errament will consider certain 
laws such as: 

1. Labour 

2. Teachers* Association 
Law 

3. The General Union of 
Jor dani an Students. 

4. Tenancy Law. 

5. Banning alcohol and in- 
troducing the Municipalities' 
Law. 

Bassam HaHAwtin 

Zarqa District (PDC) 

The absence of a programme 
for the government is sufficient 
for me to withhold vote of 
confidence and I will do so. 

Irrespective of how this gov- 
ernment will win the vote of 
confidence constitutionally and 
the size of the confidence. I 
find it a duty to shed light on 
die government’s perform- 
ance. 

This government reminds us 
of the martial law govern- 
ments. It seems tbe political 
role entrusted to this govern- 
ment has dominated every- 
thing else. Since the political 
process is run in dosed rooms 
away from the eyes of the 
people, it has become neces- 
sary to rearrange the house 
internally so that people will 
accept the results. Therefore 
the government has worked 
since The' very minute it 


assumed power to cany out 
this task, thus causing serious 
harm to democracy. 

Once again, we the repre- 
sentatives of the national 
democratic opposition, find 
ourselves facing a new govern- 
ment, at this age of political 
detente and democracy build- 
ing and after having pledged in 
the National Charter to speed 
our pace to rebuild Jordan, 
politically economically and 
socially, and to build the state 
of institutions and law, the 
state of social justice and equal 
opportunities. 

After four years since the 
beginning of the new era, we 
. are facing frenzied attempts to 
control democracy and adapt it 
to serve the approach and 
mind of the martial rale era. 
This new government, the one- 
colour government and the 
democratically isolated gov- 
ernment, lacks any social or 
popular base. 

what will the government 
do to address the problems 
facing soda! security and how 
will it deal with looming dan- 
gers threatening the national 
security. 

What is the task of the tri- 
partite Jordanian-American- 
Israeli committee? What is our 
policy towards normalisation 
of relations? What is its com- 
mitments towards the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)? 

The government reshuffle 
involving a number of ministe- 
rial portfolios was enforced for 
no reasons. We do not know 
why it happened. 

Has there been a change in 
policies that required the 
appointment of new minis ters 
in the new policies and capable 
of dealing with them? 

I do not think so. 

Therefore it won’t be a sur- 
prise for me if I was told that 
ministerial portfolios are distri- 
buted as if in a lottery. 

This government ignored 
this Parliament which repre- 
sents the people and it insists 
not to deal seriously with it and 
to dispose its papers to it seek- 
ing its advice on what to do and 
what not to do. 

This government lacks the 
political will needed to develop 
and enrich the democratic ex- 
perience. Pursuing this path 
means depriving our country 
from an opportunity to de- 
velope our country and enrich 
our democratic experience. 

The government is sur- 
rendering to the conditions of 
the IMF, which organises the 
process of sucking the blood of 
tiie poorest ' amongst' oiir 


people. 

The government is standing 
still in the face of the problems 
of unemployment and poverty 
which plague our people. 

The rate of people Bving in 
absolute poverty has reached 
21 per cent, according to latest 
government estimates. 

We live in a country where 
the rich becomes richer and toe 
poor becomes pooreT and 
where benefits and privileges 
are offered to tbe haves. 

What does the government 
expect from a citizen who sees 
that his government is ignoring 
his concerns and suffering at a 
time when it gives privileges to 
the elite who assume senior 
government posts. 

This the government of the. 
negotiating delegation which 
lea the negotiations away firi?- 
mour eyes and let us to sign an 
agenda with Israel, the other 
face of tbe Paiestinian-Isradi 
accord, because the so-called 
agenda is not but an agreement 
on the bases of the negotia- 
tions process. 

I am fully convinced that 
Jordan will be the biggest loser 
in a settlement. The illusions 
aired by the media aboot pros- 
pects of development and pros- 
pects are nothing but day 
dreams. 

Now, while the second Low- 
er House in the democracy era 
is about to assume its duties, 
we want to adopt a frank and 
dear position free from any 
compliments to the govern- 
ment. 

Is the government serious in 
resuming the building of a 
democratic state? Or does it 
only want to do with some of 
features of democracy, which 
has no weight, nor any impact 
on tbe decision-making circles? 

Our electorates used to ask 
us every time we urged them to 
exercise their election right. 
What is the good of elections? 
And what can Parliament do. 

People want to see what 
their elected representatives 
can do. 

Therefore I will suggest the 
House to make tbe necessary 
amendments House to make 
the necessary amendments to 
ensure that Parliament is im- 
mune from disbandment. 

I call for enacting a modem 
and democratic law that will 
help enhance political plural- 
ism rather than fostering tribal 
affili ations or individualism. 

I also call for the revision Of 
the districts, registration sys- 
tems and the voter cards andto 
change the polling supervision 
system. 
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French Flair For Beautiful Hair 

Alexandre de Paris, the legendary French hairstylist , has dressed the 
heads of some of the most famous women in the world, from the Duchess of 
Windsor & to Elizabeth Taylor, to the Begum Aga Khan. How you can 
experience his inimitable style with a new range of beautiful & elegant 
hair accessories. Handmade from the finest materials, each one is designed 
to be timeless, classic & stylish. Only from Alexandre de Paris. 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
France is seeking to artract 
more investment from wealthy 
Gulf Arab stales into its lucra- 
tive real estate sector, takins 
advantage of its strong political 
links with them. 

Although the six Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) states 
already have large investments 
there, France signed an agree- 
ment' with the United Arab 
Emirates (DAE) this week to 
offer more incentives and is 
planning to finalise similar 
accords with other GCC mem- 
bers. a French official said 
Wednesday. 

"We are holding contacts 
with Oman. Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia to sign similar agree- 
ments to encourage them to 
invest in our real estate sec- 
tor." French ambassador in the 
UAE. Bernard Poletti. told 
reporters. “We think it is the 
right time now for investment 
in this sector because prices are 
very good compared with a few 
years" ago." 

Under the agreement signed 
Sunday, UAE citizens are ex- 
empted from taxes on real 
estate in France provided they 
have assets in other sectors of a 
value equal to their investment 
in real estate. 

France and the UAE signed 
an agreement on avoiding dou- 
ble taxation in 1991 but Sun- 


day's accord modified some 
articles to ensure exemptions 
for UAE investors from 
France’s “fortune lax", Mr. 
Poletti said. 

The ambassador spoke 
ahead of France’s first real 
estate exhibition in the UAE. 
due to open Saturday. Some 12 
companies will participate in 
the show, which follows an 
“invest in France" seminar in 
Dubai recently. 

GCC states — Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait, Bahrain. Oman. 
Qatar and the UAE — are the 
biggest Middle East investors 
in France and other European 
Community countries. 

Their assets worldwide are 
estimated at more than $350 
billion, based mostly in the 
European Community in real 
estate, stocks and bank de- 
posits. 

Despite losses from interest 1 
and exchange rate fluctuations, 
they have been reluctant to 
heed calls to repatriate their 
funds on the grounds the re- 
gional market Is too small and 
incentives are not enough. 

France is a major investor in 
the Gulf, mainly in the oil and 
industrial sectors. It also has 
shares in several UAE oil com- 
panies. 

“In the recent period, there 
has been a stream of UAE 


Key OPEC producers 
against oil output cuts 


DAMASCUS (R) — Leading 
OPEC producers have decided 
against emergency action to . 
rescue the weak 'oil market. 
OPEC delegates said 
Wednesday. 

They said Saudi Arabia, the 
largest member of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC), was 
among those which had made 
dear their opposition to either 
oil output cuts or emergenev 
talks. 

The ministers had made 
their views known Tuesday in 
consultations with OPEC Pres- 
ident Abdullah Ai Attiyah of 
Qatar ahead of an unrelated 
meeting in Damascus Wednes- 
day of Arab oil ministers. 

r *OPEC already cut.” 
Sheikh Attiyah told* Reuters, 
referring to its September 
agreement which set a ceiling 
below its actual production a"t 
that time. , 

Sheikh Attiyah made it clear 
that OPEC was placing a bur- 
den on non-OPEC producers 
and would let the market ride 
out its weakness. 

“1 would like to see others 
from non-OPEC to make good 
signals.” he said. 

"So far. however. non-OPEC 
producers have given a luke- 
warm reception to similar 
OPEC calls in the last month 
for production restraint, and 
traders have been looking to 
OPEC for any signal that it 
might take action itself. 

Oil prices rose by more than 
50 cents from around five-year 
lows Tuesday when Sheikh 


Attivah said he would consult 
wioth Arab oil ministers in 
Damascus. 

But prices lost 50 cents once 
again after he emerged from 
three hours of consultations 
and said the ministers he had 
met opposed emergency mea- 
sures. 

The price for January deliv- 
ery of the North Sea Brent 
benchmark crude stood at 
around $13.50 cents per barrel 
on Wednesday morning. 

“We don’t agree on any ex- 
traordinary meeting. We say 
that we have an agreement. 
We will continue with it." he 
told Reuters Tuesday night. 
Why should we cut? We think 
we should give the whole 
agreement time and we are 
sure that the market will re- 
cover.” 

Libyan Oil Minister Abdul- 
lah AJ Badri said Tuesday 
OPEC needed to do something 
about the weak market and 
Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani called on 
oil producers to “deal more 
realistically” with the weak oil 
market. 

But delegates said OPEC 
could take no effective action if 
Saudi Arabia intended to block 
it. 

The ministers Wednesday 
morning held their annual 
meeting of (he Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OAPEC). a group 
that encourages cooperation 
among its members but does 
not set pricing and production 
policy. 


investors into our real estate 
market given the good facilities 
and our strong relations," Mr. 
Poletti said. “Other Gulf states 
are also investing. We can say 
that Gulf investments in 
France’s real estate sector are 
sizeable.” 

Commercial Attache Claude 
Courivaod said the tea] estate ex- 
hibition, the second in the 
GCC. would be an opportunity 
for French firms to “explain 
investment scopes, market 
conditions and new facilities.'’ 

“In the longterm, invest- 
ment in France's real estate 
sector is very profitable. We 
decided to hold this exhibition 
after more and more people 
are enquiring about such in- 
vestment opportunities. We 
believe time is quite right now 
because the market has ad- 
justed itself,” he said. 

A brochure provided by the 
embassy showed direct foreign 
investment in France jumped 
to S17.3 billion in 1992 from 
$5.5 billion in 1987. 

Total investments have 
accumulated to $101 billion, it 
said. 

“This is partly due to a de- 
cline in corporate taxes to 
around 33.3 per cent from 50 
per cent over the past five 
years, making it among the 
lowest tax in Europe," it_ 
added. 


Lloyd’s 

investors 

reject 

pay-off 


LONDON (R) — Lloyd's of 
London offered £900 million 
($1.35 billion) compensation 
Tuesday in return for an end to 
litigation over record losses, 
but the the move was rejected 
by investors in the world’s 
largest insurance market: 

The offer, a final attempt by 
Lloyd's Chairman Davis Row- 
land to head off a wave of 
damaging litigation, was swift- 
ly turned down by names' lead- 
ers coordinating efforts to 
obtain around £2 billion (S3 
.billion) in compensation. 

“We think it’s unacceptable 
and we’re rejecting it, said 
Christopher Stockweli, chair- 
man of the Lloyd’s Names Ac- 


BRUSSELS ( R) — State-own- 
ed telecommunications firms in 
Germany and France unveiled 
ambitious plans Tuesday for a 
joint venture which aims to 
create a new force in the battle 
for global business com- 
munications. 

Deutsche Bundespost .Tele- 
-kom of Germany and France 
Teletom, announcing the sigh- 
ing of a memorandum of 
understanding, said talks about 
a further link-up with ATT, 
the world’s largest telecom- 
munications firm, would be 
concluded soon. 

The Franco-German alliance 
falls far short of a merger but 
links virtually all of each com- 
pany's voice and data services 


for corporate networks, an 
emerging market to provide 
intemarcommunications net- 
works for multinational firms. 

"The joint venture between 
France Telecom and Deutsche 
Telekom creates a future- 
oriented foundation to estab- 
lish a European global player 
.on the world telecommunica- 
tions market,” Deutsche Tele- 
kom Chairman Helmut Ricke 
told a news conference. 

The new company, not yet 
named, will be based in Brus- 
sels and is expected to have 
sales of around 1.5 billion 
ECU ($1.70 billion) in 1995. its 
first year of operations. 

Its French and German own- 


Christmas is coming, 
the bonus is getting fat 


LONDON (R) — American 
bankers in London are looking 
forward to bumper Christmas 
bemuses of up to $1 million 
cadi, cashing in on volatile 
interest rate -and currency mar- 
kets. 

The U.S. investment bank 
Goldman Sachs set the ball 
rolling with high bonuses 
anno unced privately to its staff 
last month and is likely to top 
the league table of pay 
packets. 

Following strit, C.S. First 
Boston, Merrill Lynch, Mor- 

f in Stanley and Salomon 
rothers informed some staff 
of ttieir bonuses this week and 
are among those firms ex- 
pected to present large Christ- 
mas boxes to their most- 
favoured employees. 

Gol dman Sachs, whose chief 
economist Gavyn Davies is one 
of the government's seveh 
advisers or “wise men”, is re- 
ported to have paid bonuses of 
more than $1 milli on each to 
□early 100 of its staff. 

The U.S. partnership de- 
clined to comment on the re- 
ports, but industry profession- 
als think the figures are 
plausible. 

“Most U.S. b anks don’t pay 
large base salaries. They are 
capped at £100,000 ($150,000). 
Yon may have to divide the 
bonus by as much as 10 to get 


back to the base," said one 
market source. “If yon don’t 
earn a bonus of 100 per cent of 
your baste, it’s time to look for 
another job.” 

This year has been a roller- 
coaster one for interest rate 
and currency markets, provid- 
ing scope for arbitrage t rade rs 
who aim to exploit price differ- 
ences between markets. 

U.S. banks say dierit trading 
has been profitable and secon- 
dary market bond trading has 
had a good ran, especially in 
growing sectors like Latin 
American Eurobonds. 

The market is foil of anec- 
dotal evidence of large bonus 
payments, past and present. 

*1 have known 28-or 29- 
year-olds who trade deri v at iv e 
books getting half-a-mOlion 
pounds ($750,000),” said one 


One New York professional 
at a Japanese bank who set. up 
a London derivatives desk for 
the firm is rumoured to have 
earned a S3 millio n bonus last 
year, though the payment may 
nave been spread over three 
years. 

Employers often bumped up 
the size of bonuses by paying 
them in gold bars, which were 
exempt from British national 
insurance payments. This tax 
loophole was dosed in the 
November budget. 


Japan lower house 
approves extra budget 


tion. Group Working Party, 
which represents some 17,000 
names. • 

Names, individuals who 
have provided Lloyd’s finan- 
cial backing for 300 years, 
allege that negligence ana mis- 
management by Lloyd's agents . 
is to blame for much of the- 
£5.5 billion ($8.25 billion) of 
losses announced over the last 
three years. 

The names were drawn to 
Lloyd's by the tax-free status 
of the profits they could make 
but paid heavily for their in- 
volvement as there was no 
limit on personal liability when 
losses soared after a series of 
natural disasters in the 1980s. 



TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihno Hosokawa won 
valuable breathing space 
Wednesday when the foil low- 
er house of parliament passed 
a second supplementary 
budget for fiscal 1993/94. 

The plenary session 
approved the 709 billion yen 
($6.56 billion) supplementary 
budget, a parliamentary offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Hosokawa is under 
pressure to chart a way out of 
recession. The extra budget 
will boost the overall budget to 
75.25 trillkm yen ($696 bmion) 
for fiscal 1993/94 ending March 
31. 

Two media polls this week 


PATHETIC , 
CREATURE..5HE 
5EEMED RATHER j 
S. LONELY.. / 


have shown public s up po rt for 
Mr. Hosokawa dedining be- 
cause of spreading gloom over 
his government’s failure to 
help pull Japan out of its worst 
post-war economic slowdown. 

Mr. Hosokawa told the 
budget committee the extra 
measures represented the best 
possible means of . boosting the 
stagnant economy and lifting 
business gloom.- 

With his seven coalition 
partners unable to agree, Mr. 
Hosokawa cannot meet busi- 
ness expectations for more de- 
cisive action — like slashing 
income taxes and helping 
businesses restructure. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


ers plan to invest a total of one 
billion ECU ($1.13 billion) by 
the year 2000. The company 
will have around 4,000 em- 
ployees by 1995. 

It will integrate the already- 
existing Franco-German 
corporate networks venture, 
Eunetcom, as well as France's 
data transfer business Trans- 
pac and Telekom’s Datex-P 
network. 

The new venture did not 
include their GSM digital 
phone networks and there 
were no plans for a full merger 
when the two companies are 
privatised ahead of liberalisa- 
tion of the European telecom- 
munications market in 1998. 

But Mr. Ricke and his 

Xerox 
to slash 

10.000 jobs, 
close plants 

STAMFORD, Connecticut 
(AW — Xerox Coip. said 
Wednesday it will eliminate 
more than 10,000 jobs, or ab- 
out 10 per cent of its worldwide 
work force, to cut costs and 
improve productivity. 

The copier maker said it also 
will dose and consolidate an 
unspecified number of its 
manufacturing plants. 

Xerox said the job cuts 
would be the largest in the 
company’s history. It was the 
second major work force re- 
duction Xerox has announced 
in two years. In December 
1991, Xerox said it would cut 
24*00 jobs. 

Xerox chief executive officer 
Paul Allaire said foe restruc- 
turing wfll intensify the com- 
pany's focus on improving pro- 
ductivity. 

“This programme also will 
improve bur ability to drive for 
-.increased revenue growth,” he 
said. 

The job cutbacks provided 
another pointed reminder of 
the painful consequences of 
the last recession and the slog- . 
gishness of the recovery. 

The announcement of the 
job cutbacks at Xerox come a 
day after the food and tobacco 
conglomerate RJR Nabisco 
Inc. announced plans to cot 

6.000 jobs, or about 10 per 
cent of its work force. 

Other large consumer pro- 
ducts companies induding Phi- 
lip Morris Cos. Inc., Procter 
and Gamble Co. and Anheus- 
er-Busch Cos. have also 
announced thousands of job 
cuts this year as they struggle 
to boost profits. 

Xerox said about half of the 

10.000 jobs wfll be eliminated 
in 1994, with the remainder 
being cut over the next two to 
three years. 

Xerox spokesman Judd 
Everhart said the company has 
not specifically identified 
where the jobs will be elimin- 
ated, but said everything from 
clerical to management jobs 
will be cut. 

* He said the company has not 
yet dedded how many or 
which plants will be dosed. 


By Harris 



AndyCapp 


I'VE HAD /WY 
_ TEA/ PET. y"" 
V THINGS < 

f ALL RIGHT'S 

f AriNorac? j 


Hl'YERjTERSEV. 

> VXILGOKv-' 

A BIT DOWN j 


S L DON'T KMCVV 
THAT POOR 
C6FWSSWE- 


HE*S GOT SUCH 
AN UNHAPPY 
> HOME LIRE 
HIS WIFPS > 
ALW«»"S THERE , 


■ “He forgot their anniversary so he has 
to sleep in the guest bowl!" 


waj_r vvoul 

k. WOULDN'T!: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« Ay Henri Arnold and Wu ArgMoti 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter id each square, tso form 
four orttinary words. 


YAK YAK YAK 
YAK YAK YAK 


THAT’S THE ONLY WAY TO -V 
SET ALONG IN THIS WORLD. 1 ! 

You’Re too timid 1 youj — ' 

gCTTA ACT^ouGHy 


MUTT IS RIGHT' 
FROM NOW ON J 
I ACTS p' 
ST0U6H!f 


ME. I'M AFRAID 
OF NOBODy/ r 

fir* 


' ACOP?\ 

SHOW ME A] 
COP AND I’LL 
show you l 
\ A DOPE* J 




I'M A COP/Jigt 


I'M A 
DOPE* 


ft 


OTHIS 


INHEW 


POYNAC 


HOMIDS 


Print answer here: 




ii RERHE S. DC BEMMMT 
oar. names mess gbmcc 


Saturdays 


WHAT THE 
HURLER TURNEP 
SALESMAN PEUVEREP. 

k- 

Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

B^qifp vv \y \y NIP 


(Answers tomorrow) 
LOCKET MOSQUE 


French counterpan Marcel 
Roulet said they would consid- 
er swapping shares to streng- 
then their alliance. 

“As our ties grow stronger 
so will the need tor a stronger 
link at the head office and so 
we do envisage a cross share- 
holding,” Mr. Roulet said. 

But Mr. Ricke, seeking to 
counter market peculation of 
a full merger of Europe swo 
biggest telecoms, added: we 
are not talking about merging 
the core businesses of our com- 
panies, but rather about indi- 


vidual markets. • arm* 

Telecommunication* firm* 

are racing to form * 

CTeate companies bie ejw* 

to offer muftmationarwn^ 

dons the kinds 
tions services 

their operations which Span foe 
^The Franco-German 

alliance, which link* the 
world’s third and fourth largest 
telecommunications firms., 
aims at ensuring a place tor a 
big European company m me 
world market. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER W& 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroU Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

This is a time when you ran make more modern ways to make them 
interesting decisions and get the more operative. 

rieht results ss well as add to . 

Xr tot cun income. A new LIBRA: ffieptemberS- to Octo; 
programme or idea that doesn't her S) Mf ev rr 

gamer your attention on Erst mind verv 

Bearing is more useful, to you better relations with them ts ’rery 


^d siT^t your plan «rty 

* _ . and then put in motion later. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) eoAspiO' (October 23 to 

Manv new ideas enter your con - ygjTee ways to 

sdoosoess that are good during 

the daytime so think out ways to J™^^ivcsomakc ap 

of the day, evening. J„tside partners be aware of 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) them. 

You have a secret longing which SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
is very good for you so deade to December 21) Decide upon 
go through with it and then you what you can do to make your 
can bring it to the attention or gifts more marketable, 

those who ran help. thenproceed right away to pul 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) . this course into actual action. 
Think about what friends and CAPRICORN: (D e cember 22 to 


yrqnamraww! can be most help- 
ful in aiding you to gain your 
longings then tonight confer with 
them about what they can do. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have right ideas for 
advancing in the wood of outside 
activity and increase your pre- 
stige, after which reconcile with 
personal wishes. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
those new plans you have de- 
cided upon in good order and 
method then you will be able to 
take them to one in authority to 
get die right support. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You see with clarity how 


CAPRICORN: (D e cember 22 to 
January 20) Be alert to some new 
arrangements yon can make at' 
home to delight your own dan, 
then you will be able to put your 
special talents at work. 

AQUARIUS: (January Zj to 
February 19) A day when your 
morning can be spent arranging 
to be more productive in the days 
ahead after which yon can thor- 
oughly enjoy practical benefits at 
home. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Your ideas for making more 
money are now excel kat so de- 
cide upon such a course early 
then you will be able to get out 
for necessary support. 


• FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 10, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CarroU Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In- 
vest some time attending to 
routine chores. There is an influ- 
ence that is sudden and dramatic 
that can lift your spirits now so 
accept it and be certain to make 
the best use possible of it. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Think about the best manner in 
which you can continue xo build 
up tout assets and especially by 
seeking ways to improve the 
value of your property. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) ' 
You have the opportunity to go 
after what you most desire of a 
personal nature and to gain it by 
using your best judgment in a 
energetic fashion. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now you have some private 
means which need to be utilised 
confidentially to gain your secret 
longings so be on the qui vive for 
ana use these. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Tune 22 to 
July 21) A purposeful Jrieod who 
is devoted to you will now be 
available to aid you to get that 
personal wish that means so 
;mucb to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have the chance now to get the 
• backing of a prominent person 
who understands career and civic 
conditions so you mnfcp out bet- 
ter at own vocation. 

''JRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Take some time out to 
look into all phases of a new 


interest of a very sound nature 
that appeals to yon and start 
.slowly activity to obtain it. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) AO kinds of obligations 
can be 'handled in a most com- 
mon sense manner by you now 
and if you are in aaway uncer- 
tain, astute businesspersons wfll 
aid..;.*.'. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) If you have any 
material problem lacing you and 
a stubborn associate you will 
need to use tact and diplomacy to 
come to a better agreement. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Think abour 
what you can do to make your 
daily duties more efficient and 
operative and you wiD build up 
more security -nth other per- 
sons. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think about the cost 
of the present entertainments 
and recreations which you enjoy 
the most and you find ways to 
enjoy them a little less costly. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A chance is now 
yours to do something special to 
make you residence more colour- 
ful ana on a firm foundation so 
utilise it to your advantage. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever you have in mind 
for acknowledging communica- 
tions, do so without humour and 
be very factual in answering 
questions propounded to you. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Stanley B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Legend 
S Expositions 
10 Surrealst of 
note 

14 Study had 

15 Advantage 

16 Bus. sctiaubL 

17 Newspaper 
section 

18 Daughter of 


Jumbles: SWISH DITTO LOCKET MO! 

Answer What the boxer did on laundry day — 
TOSSED IN THE TOWEL 


19 Utah state 

20 Part of DAR. 
22 Home of 

Lafayette 

Caiege 

24 Long-running 
comic strip 

26 Guitar relative 

27 Adorned with 
certain gems 

30 Charity 
33 RetaH store 

36 Alton or 
McQueen 

37 Misery 

38 Basic food Rams 

40 Once called 

41 GambSng game 

43 Charles and 
Mtfland 

44 Transmit 

45 Dire — 
{difficulty} 

*7 Lynx. e.g. 

49 Scott/Dunaway 
Sm 

55 Most sensible 

57 Biochemical 
substances 

58 image 

59 "Over — " 

61 Scottish wear 

62 Actress Moore 

63 Jessica or Hope 

64 Ogar ending 

65 Bftesful place 
68 Curves 

67 Letter opener 

DOWN 

1 Scrawny one 
a Fragrance 

3 Portals 

4 Lowing 


iiiiiiinM 

own jbbbb a 
hbbb aim 5 
aniaiai aai 
■■■■■■■nBSS 

■ aaa ini 
aaai aaai aS 
an auuai 
■■■aa anS a 

■■■■■aa 5aa 
I ^RiiaaaaBB 


BBBB aflBBB afll 


C1B93 Tttlun* MM Smca he 

5 Most elegant 
B Oriental. 

7 "Each hath one. 

and — " (Donne} 
BConfaderate 
soldier 

a "Remington — " 

(TV shew) 

10 Dinner course 

11 Kind of torch 

12 Trademark 

13 Participating 
21 Sort 
23 "1 love — " 

(O’Keeffe) 

25 Pertain 

28 Level 

29 Ac hi ev em ent 

30 Hale-punching 
tools 

31 Booty • 42 fin; 

32 Timekeeper? 44 p« 

34 Severn 4fiGa 

3S WW1I age y. 4flA§ 
•* Contaminates SO Urn 

38 Thou that got 51 Cor 

away 52 Brir 


Pugfai Sabred: 


nnnrn nnnnn 

rcnnn nirniip 
flRnn u^nrarui 

nn ^nnnnnunnnMn 
mnn nnn 
nun nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnr^n on nnn 

nGHES Rnrir;i nnnnnn 

nnnn nnnn 
nnonnn nnnn Sr, ns! 
nnn nnn 

nnnnn nnnH ^nnn 

jnnnnn .rertnn nnnn 


*2 Snookered 
44 Petted 

46 Gossip 
48 Achievement 

50 Unseals 

51 Camt** 
M| 8rtnfl together 


53 Ora* toner 

54 Chemical . 

compound 

55 Paction 
55 Served 

perfectly 
60 Possesses 


i 
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yaq issues millions of shares; few willing to buy 


, 3HDAD' (R) — Iraq is 
^toning shares of four or its 
S ’*st state-owned com- 
bes, but few private inves- 
are ready to buy. 
c\t the present rate it will 
' years to sell them." said a 
Vce at Baghdad Srock Ex- 
ige. 

>r about two months, the 
t-.tnmeot sold less than one 
vfcn of more than ISO mil- 
shares offered to the 
. ic. 

; ic companies being sold to 
private sector are among 
* Tream of Iraq's state-own- 
! idustrv. They produce ce- 
t. textiles and bricks. 
Traders fear their dinars 
regain value when sane- 
are eased or lifted in the 
re." a dealer in the stock 
ange said. 

ibe government is not 


floating the shares. It is in fact 
demanding a price only a few 
can afford.” said a trader who 
now regrets buying shares of a 
cement factory for 125 dinare 
each. 

_ The government's primary 
aim is to withdraw excess 
money from circulation to try 
to strengthen the faltering di- 
nar. But so far it has sold 
shares worth no more than 30 
million dinars. 

Fluctuations in the value of 
the dinar is pan of the reason 
why traders shun buying the 
shares. After a recorded 156 to 
the dollar last month it was 
trading on Baghdad's black 
market on Wednesday at about 
117. 

"The government is asking 
as many as 125 dinars for a 
share in the cement factory. It 
might be a more guaranteed 


***®4^M rXNAMCZAI. KARXET 

wxisMC un cxaiiH mm - skkxsmi 
mOTMi MOITa / M311D 

okuwtud mair son hucx ust ra> khucmt ob/u/iwj 


CCtVNT'S min 


' MU MO 

■' ' joRtuui mniMU. bmk 

un or joaaw 

r*. ,K|BOlE MT UMBSTMVT BMK. 

' -JldMRHUU. DCVELOMBBT BMK 

THE IKXUIHC BMK 

X3BAB Rmnrr bmk 
JOBBM cuv bmk 
- ■ mum mdm nr m n m rt bmk 
mom lauuac bmk 
— nnnu buk 

RfiM. MvxMuiiraesmBMT Ton housing 
mm bmk ran um m ucht 
rezusBuuu xaresunt max. 

WUtU BEAE IHSImiUMS 

joudbm nuarcji xxsm&Mx 
mum un t kccid an ih hohmuk 
um nuoM umounTiani. mnuuKS 
UrHIBB AV-AHABI ZHSOHIUICB 
JOMMHUH HLECTIUC TOHSH 
nuuo district uchucrt 
ranuBS mrm nmuiic* 

BKAB DftBSMTIONBL B3TELS 
JOMUH MTICMKL UO r VlKJ LZHBS 
■BXI0W. mu BBCOUTIXS 

ML nan imnMn 
nm umpuxn c noipatns 
jommb WTEMKnamL tmdxmc cih t ih 
MCTIWM g BQDIB. HB WIB 6 I, numniKS 
JOSMB PiKSS E FIIBLZBKrHO /BD-OOSTODB 
DMZT10 KUDU EAST C CXMWOORX BOTELS 
ARAB JITTER, rail u wimui E E0OCAT3OP 
ArTAHQEZF COST. MKKRXJU. KAHOrACTOHIHC 
me jokme mm rncrauxs 

TnMWIH RTECSLBZM MHU ff 
NX I MMBUK1 M. catEKSCUL. 6 amxCGLTBMlX. 
ME JORIUUi H U K S T BU HUB 
ty MUM PBAUacevnCAL HMBm CTBR IMC 
* '‘JOMUM nine IHBOETBIXS 
•A « .L JtHBUUl KIAZHT 

1 1 <HI KEDAH PIPES mucOTACTPRJHO 


ntADzv prtev- onnK cun iso 

VOURIE CLQ31HC PRICE PV ICE 
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investment if you deposit your 
money in the bank.” one trad- 
er said. 

TTie government could only 
sell 40,000 shares of the 75 
million offered for the cement 
factory and 140.U00 of IS mil- 
lion for a brick firm. 

Privatisation gathered 
momentum when Lieutenant- 
General Hussein Kamel Has- 
san. a son-in-law of President 
Saddam Hussein, was sworn in 


as the new minister of industry 
and minerals in Setpember. 

Shortly after he took office 
he announced plans to put a 
lar'se chunk of Iraq's state-run 
industry into private hands. 

The ’companies Hassan has 
in mind to sell include 
thousands of enterprises pro- 
ducing textiles. cement, 
clothes, bricks, electrical ap- 
pliances. food, construction 
materials and other products. 


formation 


i otal Value of Shares Issued 
(1989-7993) 


Tie National Music Conservatory/NoorAl Hussein Foundation 

====== Announces 

That entries for the Theory and Practical 
Examinations of the Associated Board of 
the Royal Schools of Music to be held 
next spring in Amman will be Accepted 
from 12 to 16 December 1993. 

For registration arid further information about 
syllabuses and regulations, please contact the 
local representative .- 

The National Music Conservatory / 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Tel 687620 , Fax 687621 
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at AF^s 

primary 

market 

By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Capital forma- 
tion by public shareholding 
companies in 1993 was a huge 
JD 225.5 million, an amount 
nearly 147 per rant higher 
than the previous record of 
JD 91.3 mini on registered in 
1982. 

According to the Amman 
Financial Market's (AFM) 
Monthly Statistical Bulletin, 
the volume in 1992 was JD 
49.1 million while in 1991 the 
volume was lower, at JD 20.7 
mini on. 

Capital formation is the 
term used to describe the 
AFM’s primary market, 
where new issues of shares 
and bonds are sold for the 
first time. 

During 1993, 41 public 
share bolding companies 
issued new shares bat only 13 
were newly established, with 
a total value of JD 89.7 mil- 
Ilion, of which JD 69.7 mil- 
lion were for industrial in- 
vestments initiated by 10 
companies. The other three 
of the newly established com- 
panies had a JD 20 million 
value of shares for invest- 
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ment in the services sector. 

The total value of shares 
issued by 28 established com- 
panies was JD 135.9 million, 
of which JD 74.6 million were 
for capital increase of seven 
banks, JD 43.6 million for 
expansion of 13 industries 
and JD 17.7 million for other 
investments by eight service 
companies. 

By adding the value of 
shares of both the established 
and the newly established 
companies, the overall 


amount of shares issued at 
the AFM’s primary market 
totalled JD 225-5 million, of 
which JD 74.6 million be- 
nefitted the banking sector, 
JD 113.2 million were 
pumped into the industrial 
sector and JD 37.7 million 
were channelled to the ser- 
vice companies. 

According to the AFM's 
bulletin, the highest value of 
shares issued was in August, 
when a total of JD . 27.9 mil- 
lion was posted. Other 


months with high volumes 
were May (JD 27.5 million), 
September (JD 20 million). 
July (JD 19.9 million) and 
April (JD 18.S million). 

The value of corporate 
bonds issued this year was JD 
3 million, which' benefitted 
only one company. There 
were no corporate bonds 
issued last year. 

A total o? JD S million in 
development bonds was 
issued this year, compared ot 
JD 6 million in 1992. 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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PACKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 
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Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

iQktocao gjb-* 

Real 

Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 









■ Chii^se.Thffl.ptiiyipTTO , 
Tndonisian & Maiayslan Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

12:00 - 3 : 30 p.m |||||j 
6:30-11: 30p.m uajgm 
(7 days a week) rwic.Ti 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 




2 nd Circle. Jaliul Amman 
Opposite French tnaf 

Tel- 653482 
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PEKING > 

restaurant 

AUTHENHC CHINESE- CUISINE 


Elegant 
Colorful , 

Alrrosphefelj 
Moderate 
Prices / 

Shmeisani e 
Tel 660250 
opendallvJ 


f CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca St reel. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfoeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< h:30- Midnight . 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

fsfCircJs Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School. 

Teka away Is imBabia 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
Tel. 633968 



One visit wiD make you 
a steady , we befievein 


Veritable Cuisine Franpaisef 
Live-Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 
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Dcsl3ura.nL @ Tapas 

Jcbel Amm3n, 3rd circle 
Tel. ol 50 6l 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

» JUMBO photo 
size 30% farmer 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 3Q cm 

ShmeLsani - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: &W042 
SweBeh tel: 823891 



TALK OrnBTOW 

Open rri^iBy From 9X4 P.M to 3.C0 AM 
Escopt Surety Fmn4 P.H to3.C9 AJ5 

Tuesday Close ci 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeisani 


ily Lunch 


« KIGBTLY— 

fine Dining 
and ■ 
Live Music 


v S Parole : 1 _ 

.nidoiia' - Jordan SupcnnitVei BLDG: 

Tel; .824677 



A %estmirmt with 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 692434 
Telex- 22835 DARC-TL JO 
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Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

® Take-Away Service 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

avaiiab^ 

Open Deify 12.30- 3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbwafds 3rd circle 


T^'c /,9519 659520 , 
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Serbs, Muslims hold more peace 
talks; fighting rages in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb and Muslim leaden; held a 
second day of peace talks at 
Sarajevo Airport Wednesday 
after the Sern side expressed 
cautious optimism about prog- 
ress. 

The meeting between Bos- 
nia's Muslim Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic and Momcilo 
Krajisnik, speaker of the Bos- 
nian Serb parliament, was a 
■ follow- up to peace negotia- 
tions in Geneva aimed at en- 
ding Bosnia's 20-month-old 
war. 

“They are basically a con- 
tinuation of the Geneva peace 
process." U.N. civil affairs 
chief Viktor Andreev, who is 
- acting as mediator, told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Andreev declined to 
comment on the progress of 
the negotiations. But Mr. Kra- 
jisnik 'said after Tuesday's 
opening session that there 
were grounds for "cautious 
optimism" because the talks 
appeared to have moved for- 
ward “from a dead point." 

Mr. Karjisnik was quoted by 
the Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency as saying rhe two 
sides had discussed territorial 
questions including the status 
,of Sarajevo, the Bosnian capit- 
al, and access for the Muslims 
to the sea. 

The meeting between the 


rwo men was the first since 
Geneva peace discussions be- 
tween all three waning parties 
in Bosnia adjourned last week 
with no agreement on how to 
divide the country into Serb. 
Muslim and Croat states. 

The airport talks were held 
against a background of heavy 
fighting in Sarajevo, along a 
Serb-Muslim front line which 
runs through the centre of The 
city. 

"The fighting was heavy in 
Grbavica," said U.N. military 
spokesman Colonel Bill Aik- 
man. “The fighting went on 
into the evening, well after 
darkness, which is not the 
norm in this part of rhe 
country." 

Col." Aikman said the Mus- 
lim-led Bosnian army 
appeared to have made a small 
advance but otherwise front 
lines had not changed signifi- 
cantly. 

Fighting was also reported in * 
the central Bosnian town of 
Gomji Vakuf. “The shelling 
was fairly heavy in Goraji 
Vakuf yesterday, which has 
not been the norm in the last 
little while." Col. Aikman 
said. 

In the northwestering Bihac 
enclave. Bosnian government 
troops appeared to have stalled 
an advance by separatist Mus- 
lims. 


Col. Aikman said that in 
some areas there the Muslim- 
led army had pushed back 
forces loyal to local leader and 
business Tycoon Fikret Abdic. 
who has declared autonomy 
from Sarajevo. 

“It seems to be stalemate 
now." Col. Aikman. 

Fighting in Bihac broke out 
two months ago when Mr. 
Abdic broke with Sarajevo be- 
cause of its refusal to end the 
war. 

Col. Aikman reported heavy 
shelling around Sapna in 
northeastern Bosnia, and also 
in the Muslim town of Olovo. 
further south, which was 
pounded all day long Tuesday. 

After Tuesday's opening ses- 
sion at Sarajevo Airport. Mr. 
Silajdzic told Sarajevo Radio: 
“Most of the time we discussed 
humanitarian aspects in 
attempt to improve civilian 
lives. 

■*We also discussed territo- 
rial matters connected with the 
Geneva talks. It is certain 
there are difficulties in territo- 
rial matters. These discussions 
are very difficult." 

Mr. Krajisnik was quoted by 
Tanjug Tuesday as saving he 
had discussed with Mr. Sila- 
jdzic how Sarajevo could be 
split into twin Serb and Muslim 
cities, one of the key issues in 
any peace settlement. 

Mr. Krajisnik dismissed spe- 


culation that the Serbs might 
cede to the Muslims two in- 
dustrial suburbs of Sarajevo. 
Vogosca and Hijas. in return 
for two besieged Muslim en- 
claves in the east, Srebrenica 
and Zepa. 

He said the two suburbs 
were not on offer and had not 
been discussed in the Geneva 
talks. 

Those talks are sponsored by 
the European Community, 
which wants the Bosnian Serbs 
to hand over between three 
and four per cent more terri- 
tory to the Muslims than the 50 
per cent they were awarded 
under an earlier peace propos- 
al. In exchange U.N. sanctions 
against Belgrade would be gra- 
dually eased. 

Meanwhile Yasushi Akashi 
arrived in Zagreb late Tuesday 
to take up his post as special 
representative of the United 
Nations secretary-general re- 


sponsible for the former 
Yugoslavia and head of the 
U.N., Protection Force. 

Mr. Akashi, from Japan, re- 
places Norwegian Thorvald 
Stoltenberg, who will however 
remain as co-chairman with 
Lord Owen of the internation- 
al peace conference on Yugos- 
lavia. Mr. Akashi headed the 
U.N. operation to restore 
democracy to Cambodia which 
completed its task earlier this 
year. 


' LONDON (AFP) - Former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Wednesday dismissed 
Russia's leadership as “Bolshe- 
viks." But said he would vote 
for a new draft constitution to 
get his countrv “over the 
Dump." 

A referendum on the prop- 
osed constitution, and. general 
elections, are scheduled for 
Sunday following the October 
parliamentary revolt to streng- 
then Moscow's rule over the 
provinces. 

*i know what kind of elec- 
tion this is going to be. verging 
on a hoax.” Mr. Gorbachev 


told a press conference after 
meeting with 40 British busi- 
ness leaders. 

“But I still believe we must 
go and vote and get on with 
life. I will vote for the constitu- 
tion with the understanding 
that this is a kind of public 
opinion survey, and it will be 
for the parliament to complete 
the work.” 

He said he had not yet de- 
cided how he would vote in the 
general elections. 

“But I will definitely not 
vote for Russia's choice." he 
said, referring to the leading 
pro-reform grouping. “I will 


not vote for the reactionary 
fundamentalists, and for those 
candidates who would like to 
turn the country back. 

“I will not vote for the kind 
of Bolsheviks we have in the 
Kremlin now.” said the 62- 
yea r-oid former leader, who 
now heads a Moscow-based 
institute that seeks to encour- 
age Russian business ties with 
the West. 

“Let’s just get over the . 
hump,” he said. “We wall be 
basically electing transitional, 
temporary bodies and. if the 
constitution is adopted at the 
referendum it will be a rather 
temporary constitution." 


Mr. Gorbachev, who lun- 
ched later with Prime Minister 
John Major, said he had been 
showered with the business 
cards of people eager to do 
business with Russia. 

“Russia is a country with 
vast problems." he said. “It 
needs to modernise, and it 
needs the cooperation of the 
West.” including huge quanti- 
ties of machinery ana technol- 
ogy whose manufacture prom- 
ised to create “many jobs in 
the West.” 

"ft is not for charity that we 
are inviting business to Rus- 
sia." he said, “but on the basis 
of mutual benefit.” 


New Ivory Coast president takes over 

ABIDJAN (R) — Ivory Coast was calm Wednesday as 
mourning began for Africa’s longest serving leader. Par- 
liamentary Speaker Henri Konan Bedie, who declared himself 
the West African country’s new president, began a hectic day 
of talks to pick his^ovonmenL “Ivory Coast is orphaned,” 
read the headline of the government daQy Frantenrite-Matin. 
It published 20 pages of tributes to President Felix: 
Hbapbouet-Boigny, who died Tuesday aged 88 after ruling 
since 1960. Prime Minister Alassane Ouattara’s challenge to 
block Mr. Bedie's ascension to power appe ar ed to be losing 
momentum. Neither he nor ha top aides were at work 
Wednesday morning. “Bedie proclaimed hims elf president of 
the republic,” the opposition daily La Vote said on its front 
page- The speaker or parliament was Mr. Houphouet-Boigny’s 
constitutional successor but Mr. Ouattara supporters had 
aigued that he could not take over because the Supreme Court 
is mquorate. Opposition parties, led by the Ivorian Popular 
Front, have king campaigned for a broad-based interim 
government. But 59-year-old Bedie acted decisively to fill the 
power vacuum Tuesday night. Going on state television to 
declare himself head of state “with immediate effect” 

Angola talks peace as fighting rages 

LUSAKA (R) — Military chiefs of Angola's government and 
UNITA guerrillas holding peace talks in Zambia discussed 
Wednesday how to merge their armies as fighting raged at 
home in world’s bloodiest conflict. Few details emerged of 
what exactly the military leaders, meeting under United 
Nations auspices, were haggling over. But diplomats monitor- 
ing the closed-door talks, part of a larger peace conference 
called to end Angola’s devastating 18-year-long dvfl war, said 
the panel had examined what role the U.N. could play in the 
army’s formation. It had also debated how the world body 
coukl help train demobilised troops so they could find work. 
The so-called military commission, which indudes Angolan 
senior army generals Higino Carneiro and Ciiilo De Sa “Ita” 
and UNTTA army chief Artindo Chenda Pena “Ben Ben,” will 
have to submit its decisions to the foil conference for approval. 

Astronauts accomplish all objectives 

HOUSTON, Texas (AFP) — Two endeavour astronauts 
ended a 6%-hour spacewalk, the fourth of the space mission, 
providing the Hubble space telescope with new corrective 
minors and updating its onboard computers. Once Kathy 
Thornton and Tom Akers finished their tasks, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Ad mi nist ra tion (NASA) had accom- 
plished most of the repairs it had planned for the flawed 
orbiting telescope. A fifth and final spacewalk early Thursday 
will replace other electronic equipment on the telescope, ana 
allow scientists to fine-tune and test all the instruments. The 
piain faslc Wednesday was installing a 290- kilogramme (640- 
pound) refrigerator-size unit known as Costar. That was 


such action has been reported since the spate of hijackings 
began in April. Mr. Son told the legislature that the Chinese 
fighters ‘tinned back after coming near to the midpoint” that 
divides Chinese and Taiwanese airspace in the 110-mile 
(1 80-kilometre)- wi de Taiwan Straits. Tsao Chi -Hsiang, 
Taiwan’s Air Force chief of staff, warned that Chinese 
warplanes would not be allowed into Taiwanese airspace, 


camera installed Monday durum the third spacewalk, will 
hopefully restore 90 per cent of the telescope’s sight, allowing 
astronomers to peer at stars 10 times more distant than ever 
before. NASA said however that it would take two months to 
know if the new instruments were working property. 

Chinese plane hijacked to Taiwan 

TAIPEI (AP) — A Chinese businessman armed with a 
sureeon’s knife hijacked a Chinese airliner to Taiwan Wednes- 
day police said. It was the eigth hijacking from China to 
Taiwan this year. The alleged hijacker surrendered and was 
arrested ana foe MD-82 airliner, which landed safely with 129 

oassengers and eight crew members, was allowed to leave 
three hours later. The crisis over hijackings between Oiina 
and Taiwan was underscored by the disclosure that the aircraft 
Steady had been hijacked to Taiwan less than a month ago. 
Defence Minister Sun Chen said Beijing scrambled four 
fighter jets in an attempt to stop the Northern Airlines 
Swnestic flight from diverting to Taiwan. It was foe first time 


GMT), authorities said. 

Thai police uncover huge arsenal 

BANGKOK (R) — Thai police said Wednesday they had 
found more than 1,500 tonnes of Chinese-made weapons 
believed owned by Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge guerrillas in a 
raid on a jungle arsenal near foe border with Cambodia. 
Acting National Police Chief General Pratin Santiprapob led a 
raid on foe jungfe camp at Wangseam village in Tnailand’s 
eastern Chan tab uri province, after questioning suspects 
arrested earlier while trucking a five-tonne cache of weapons 
from Thailand into Cambodia. Police said foe arsenal at 
Wangseam included 15 130mm artillery pieces, anti-aircraft 
guns, mortars, rocket launchers, light- and heavy machine 
guns, rifles, hand grenades and millions of rounds of ammuni- 
tion. Wangseam is across the border from Pailin, the western 
stronghold of the Khmer Rouge who control about 10 per cent 
of Cambodian territory and refuse to recognise foe Phnom 
Penh government. 

China wants better ties with France 

BEIJING (AFP) — The Beijing government wants to “turn 
the page" and normalise relations as quickly as possible with . 
Pans, out only if France quits selling arms to Taiwan, a 
Chinese government source said Wednesday. “We are now 
discussing this Question with the French side and it would not 
be impossible mat a French minister would be welcomed in 
Beijing on the 30th anniversary in January of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries,” the source said. “We 
want now to turn the page on the past and foe anniversary 
should mark a turning point in Smo-French relations,” foe 
source added. France recognised China on Jan. 27, 1964 under 
then President Charles De Gaulle to become foe first Western 
country to open relations with the Asian Communist giant. A 
crisis broke out between the two countries at the end of 1992 
when France sold 60 of its Mirage 2000-5 jet fighters to 
Taiwan, which Beijing considers a renegade province that it 
will eventually recover. The Chinese retaliated by ordering the 
closure of the French consulate in the southern Chinese city of 
Guangzhou and by blocking French companies from bidding 
on major works projects. 

Russians turn over ring of U.S. airman 

MOSCOW (AP) — The golden class ring of an American Air 
shot down on a spy mission in 1952 was 
renamed to US., authorities on Tuesday by a former Soviet 
Mflor who found the body four decades ago. The 1950 military 
^ ^belonging to Capt. John Robertson Dunhama was 
to Am ? ncaQ ‘ RDS ®an commission investigating the 
k te u }v~ % s ®£ VI( ^ n,en shot down or believed to have been 
brought to the Soviet Union. The Soviets shot down dozens of 
American fliers on reconnaissance flights during the cold war, 
the most famous i Francis Gary Powers in 1960. Few artifacts, 
however, have been returned, and intensive searching for 
™nS^°L SUrV!VOrs after foe Soviet Union 

£ , as 0 - Capt Dunham's ring was retrieved 

S among the first to read! the crash site near 

Ss J ^ an ' s Hokkaido Island. Fenner 

Uh.. Ambassador Malcolm Toon, co-chairman of the PoW 
Lommission thanked Russian officials and foe sailor, Vasilv 
Syko, 64. who found rtwa y 



Gunman kills 4 on NevrYOrk train 


GARDEN CITY, N.Y. — Four people were killed 
and about 20 others wounded when a gunman 
went on a rampage with a semi-automatic pistol 
aboard a commuter train outside New York 
durin g the evening rush hour Tuesday, police 
said. The attacker, identified only as a New York 
City resident, was in police custody after being 
wrestled to the ground by three passengers, 
assisted by an off-duty railway policeman who 
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7 arrested in ■/ 
anti-fur protest •; 

at Vogue- ^ 

PARIS (R) - Seven wy*: 0 ' 
were arrested Tuesday when .. 

animal rights activists stonnttl , 
foe Paris offices of vogue • 
magazine to protest agamst foe • 
promotion or for coats, yftfoev . r 
ses said. The seven, mdudtng 
two Americans and a Briton. -■ 
were among some Pv . 

or sympathisers of PET A /' 
(people 'for the Ethical That- *" 
ment of Animals), a U.Si* . 
based group which 1 has 'con- 
ducted similar demonstrations '* 
in the United States. FETA. ; 
president, American Ingrid ;* 
Newkirk, was among the seven * 
detained when they tried to " 
break through a pwice fine 
outside the magazine s office s. * 

The militants said in advance ^ 
thev would try to ent er tfa fc 
offices waving paint-spattered • 
for coats and steel-jawed Teg 
traps used to capture fur-bear- 
ing animals. Officiate *t Vo^ue - 




. jem . 4 


arrived at a nearby station to meet his wife. An 
officer at the scene called it “a horror scene — 
blood everywhere.” Police said they knew of no 
motive for the shooting spree, which took place 
just before the garden city station, on Long Island 
20 miles (30 km) east of New York City. The 
photograph shows police officers and emergency 
workers bring in stretchers to remove the bodies 
of the victims on the commuter train (AFP photo) 


Kremlin warns regional leaders 


Gorbachev: T will not vote for the Bolsheviks in Kremlin’ 


MOSCOW (R) — The Krem- 
lin warned Russian regional 
leaders Wednesday against re- 
sisting President Boris Yelt- 
sin's draft constitution and said 
Interior Ministry troops in 
some areas were already un- 
easy over separatist state- 
ments. 

Mr. Yeltsin's personal chief 
of staff Sergei Hlatov, speak- 
ing four days before a referen- 
dum on foe constitution, said 
some leaders in the semi- 
autonomous republics of 
Tatarstan, Tuva and Bashkor- 
tostan were undermining foe 
unity of Russia. 

“These three today are stir- 
ring up public opinion quite 
seriously and we will have to 
react to this because we are 
getting a lot of calls to react,” 
he said. 

“This is especially disturbing 
to our services, our Interior 
Ministry troops who serve in 
these republics and hear these 
...(views) and are uneasy,” he 
told a Kremlin news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Filatov did not specify 
what action would be taken but 
said a statement would be 
made soon, probably 
tomorrow. 

Nikolai Medvedev, adviser 


to Mr. Yeltsin on nationalities, 
also attacked regional leaden 
opposed to foe constitution. 

“Irresponsible remarks give 
grounds to say voters should 
declare there is no room for 
such leaders in foe new Rus- 
sia,” Mr. Medvedev said. 

“I think some leaden... who 
make irresponsible remarks in 
the election campaign should 
know they will be held re- 
sponsible not only before their 
own consciences but before the 
state, as state officials.” 1 

The comments by the two 
Kremlin officials demonstrate 
that Mr. Yeltsin has no inten- 
tion of veering from foe firm 
line he has shown towards the 
country’s 21 semi-autonomous 
republics since he crashed par- 
liamentary opposition in 
Moscow. 

The president illustrated foe 
point dramatically this week 
when he flew to foe troubled 
North Caucasus with his three 
security ministers. Warning of 
more instability, he eliciteade- 
clarations of loyalty from lead- 
ers in the area. 

Mr. Yeltsin struck all refer- 
ences to foe “sovereignty” of 
the republics from the draft 
constitution after he abolished 
parliament and crashed an up-. 


rising by militant C ommunis ts. 
The word had been included in 
response to pressure from re- 
publics during earlier negotia- 
tions by a Constitutional 
Assembly. 

Mr. Yeltsin fears Russia’s 
federation of 89 regions mid 
semi-autonomous republics 
could follow the same path as 
the Soviet Union to disintegra- 
tion if separatist ambitions are 
not stilled. 

But many leaders of repub- 
lics see in the new constitution 
an attempt to reduce their sta- 
tus in relations with the second 
rung of the administrative 
hierarchy, foe regions. 

The draft . constitution, 
which critics argue gives Mr. 
Yeltsin too much power over a 
weak parliament, will be 
approved if a half of those who 
vote say yes to it. Mr. Yeltsin’s 
prospects of overall victory in 
foe referendum appear to hang 
in foe balance. 

In the Russian heartland, 
the constitution is criticised by 
some for ceding too much pow- ■ 
ets to the president. In the 
ethnic-based republics the dan- 
ger of mass opposition is 
greater. 


Clinton: U.S. firm on N. Korea nukes 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton told South 
Korea's president the. United 
States would not back off its 
insistence that North Korea 
agree to full inspections of its 
nuclear facilities, the White 
House said. 

The statement amounted to 
a rejection of North Korea’s 
offer to allow some access to its 
facilities while keeping its two 
most sensitive sites closed to 
international inspectors. 

In a 25-minute telephone 
conversation, Mr. Clinton also 
reassured President Kim 
Young-Sam of the U.S. com- 
mitment to South Korea's 
security. White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said. 

The fate of North Korea’s 
nuclear programme, potential- 
ly the most serious foreign 
policy crisis for Mr. Clinton, 
continued to be a matter of 
urgency for a White House 
that has been dominated by 
trying to resolve domestic 
problems. 

Asked in a public television 
interview if the crisis could 


erupt into war. Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin said: 
“Who knows? We are certainly 
not going to assume that’s an 
end result here. We’re trying 
to get the diplomatic solution. 

He said on the MacNeil/ 
Lehrer Newshour programme 
that if a diplomatic end cannot 
be found, “the next thing on 
the agenda is sanctions.’’ 

Mr.‘ Aspin. who left later 
Tuesday -for a NATO meeting 
in Brussels, said the United 
States was consulting its allies, 
especially South Korea, over 
an alternative offer. 

Last week North Korea re- 
portedly offered to open five 
relatively minor sites but its 
two most sensitive facilities, at 
Yongbyon. would be off- 
limits. They are a reactor and a 
reprocessing plant, which 
Western intelligence says could 
be used to separate plutonium 
for a nuclear bomb. 

In return for its limited 
offer, Pyongyang wants diplo- 
mats recognition and economic 
and political benefits. 

The North Korean proposals 


were in response to a' U.S. 
offer to help end Pyongyang’s 
isolation if it allows inspectors 
from foe Internationa] Atomic 
Energy Agency to look at all 
the sites. 

Washington also wants a re- 
sumption of a dialogue with 
South Korea on creating a nuc- 
lear-free Korean peninsula. 

Mr. Myers said foe United 
States and its allies were re- 
viewing the North Korean 
proposals and had not made a 
decision on how to react. She 
said that “clearly the ball is in 
our court at this point.” 

In his phone call to Mr. Kim, 
Mr. Clinton "reaffirmed the 
U.S. position in this, which is 
that the North Koreans have to 
agree to full inspections and to 
a resumption of North-South 
dialogue toward a nuclear-free 
peninsula," Ms. Myers told re- 
porters. 

“We will continue to consult 
and make a decision about 
what the next step is once 
we’ve finished our consulta- 
tions,” she said. 


U.S. discloses secret nuclear tests 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. government said it had 
concealed 204 nuclear blasts at 
its Nevada test site, more than 
one-fifth of its total tests, to 
keep the Soviet Union in the 
dark about the U.S. arsenal. 

Energy Secretary Hazel 


O’Leary disclosed the blasts as 
part of a huge declassification 
of secret U.S. nuclear records 


• . r "“vu iuuiiu mm aug 1031 Were 

° f tb *oti)er seven crew members. Capt. Dunham’s 
widow, Mary Dimham Nichols, learned about foe ring 
Tuesday morning. She doesn’t yet know when it will be turned 
over to ocr. 


and promised details about 
radiation experiments on ab- 
out 800 people in foe late 1940s 
and eany 1950s. 

She expressed concern about 
bow much consent riven for 
the experiments, made to test 
foe effects of plutonium on the 
human body. The experiments 
were disclosed in a congres- 
sional report in 1986. She said 
experts were sifting the docu- 
ments for details. 

The government concealed 
204 nuclear blasts at its Nevada 
test site, more than one-fifth of 
its total tests, Ms. O'Leary 
said. 

The Energy Department, 
which manages the shrinking 
U.S. bomb-building complex, 
also disclosed that U.S. stock- 
piles of plutonium, the irradi- 
ated fuel used in modern nuc- 
lear weapons, now totalled 
33.5 metric tonnes. 


That is far morns than is 
likely to ever be used to make 
new nuclear weapons, experts 
said. Surplus plutonium can be 
stor ed or converted and recy- 
cled to nuclear power plants. 

“The cold war is over... 
we’re coming clean,” Ms. 
O’Leary told a news confer- 
ence where once closely 
guarded secrets were scattered 
like autumn leaves. - 

She urged other countries to 
follow suit and said the data 
made public Tuesday was just 
a “foot in foe tub” with much 
more to come as a huge declas- 
sification effort picks up steam. 

“Release of this information 
should also encourage other 
nuclear weapons nations to de- 
classify similar information,” 
the Energy Department said in 
a written statement. 

She said about 800 experi- 
ments were carried out on peo- 
ple but declined to give fell 
details at this stage, saying 
more may be made available, 
when a further batch of secret 
documents is disclosed next 
June. 

“I’m... attempting to ba- 
lance out the dear needs of foe 
families involved and foe pub- 
lic s desire to know,” she said. 

But she said, on the informa. 


tion she had so far, that in 
many cases “certainly by stan- 
dards of today, it is apparent 
that informed consent could 
not have taken place.” 

Asked about her reaction to 
the details she had seen so far, 
she said: ‘Til have to tell you 
that my immediate reaction 
was that I was appalled and 
shocked and my, you know, it 
just gave me an ache in my gut 
and my heart.” 

She said she wanted all the 
■ information made public. “We 
want to do this right, because 
what I suspect were going to 
find is some fault...” 

Ms. O’Leaiy said foe depart- 
ment was reviewing 32 million 
pages for possible release. The 
secrecy dates from foe Man- 
hattan Project, during which 
scientists built the atom bomb 
that devastated the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Naga- 
saki at the end of World War 

. The department said the Un- 
ited States had carried out 925 
midear explosions at foe Neva- 
da site since 1951 , of which 204 
were unannounced. Tbe total 
number of U.S. tests con- 
ducted worldwide, including at 
other U.S. sites as well as in 
foe Pacific .and foe Atlantic 
Oceans, was 1,051. 


mg animals, mnaa® « ■; 

magazine were not available ^ . 
for comment. J 

U.N. proclaims < 

1994 family year . -V- 

UNITED NATIONS CAP) — 

The United Nations Tuesday *■ 
prodaimed 1994 foe Interna- 
Fiona! Year of the Family and 
rhe United States dedared its; .• 
support for family planning \ . 
anda women’s right to choose ' : 
abortion. “The family in all its - 
forms is foe cornerstone of our 
world community/' Donna E. . . 
Shalala, U.S. secretary of - 
health and human services* jv. 
told foe 184-nation General . lg[ 
Assembly as speakers called 
for support for families worl- 
dwide. Ms. Shalala said fami- • •: 
lies around the world are 
threatened by AIDS and by 
lack of reproductive health . * 
care. The Clinton administra- 
tion, she said, has increased 
funding for AIDS research and " 
treatment. “We believe that • 
families must have the freedom - 
to choose when and how many 
children they bring too. foe 
world.” she said. Referring fo-. r 
directly to a woman's right to . . • 
choose abortion, she said: “We 
believe that women in foe Un- ■; 
ited States should be able to U 
govern their own bodies.” T 

Spaniards take . 
aspin with gin . 

RABAT (R)— TwoSpasiards 
drove a car for 1.2 km (three- « 
quarters of a mile) usin&gatfor- 
fuel and ripe bananas astobri- 
eating oil. Inventor Mariano - 
Roldan Martinez and . police- 
man Jose Luis Diaz wanLfoeir 
exploit entered in the Guinness 
Book of Records. Twelve litres . 

(about three gallons) of 
and 20 kilos (44 lbs) or bananas .n 


powered foe drive Saturday in 
Spain's African enclave of ■* 
Ceuta on foe Mediterranean I* 
coast, the official Moroccan J 
News Agency (MAP) said. No 
similar feat is recorded in the 
Guiness book. 

Policewoman % 
gets $49,000 in ? 
harassment case 

LONDON (AFP) — A 31- 
year-old policewoman of Tmr- ■- 
kish origin was awarded v- 
£32.500 (149,000) Tuesday in - <*- 
an out-of-court settlement af* - 
ter accusing her male col- h; 
leagues of sexual and racial ~- 
harassment. Sarah Lockef. .jt 
who joined London’s Metro- 
politan Police in 1980, said she V 
was subject to daily teasing and 
harassment by the men in her 
department. They would make >’ .\ 
racist or misogynist remarks f f 
and leave pornographic maga- J-J 
zines on her desk. Shcairo *■' 
charged that she had been de- .vt:.-* 
barred from promotion to the 
detective branch because of 1 
her sex and Turkish back- i 
ground. The police conceded J 
that she had been the victim of ■- r, 
“unacceptable behaviour”, but r 
denied there had been any 
attempt to block promotion. , ! 

The out-of-court settlement of . : > 
her lawsuit included £2S.000 n ' /* 
damage and more than £7JjOQ 
in legal costs. She is also going . 
to be promoted. • /; 

Clumsy bank . 
robber gets ■ 

burned j 

TOKYO (R) — A man's, bid to 4// 
rob a bank with a bottle of 

E etrol and a lighter failed when 
e set the petrol alight and was 
himself engulfed m flames/. 1 
Japanese police said WedpeSr 
day. The 55-year-old un cafr-jilp 
ployed man was seriota^m 
burned on his face and body.®! 1 - 
and was later reported in stable *§?' 
condition in hospital. Pofic 
said the would-bc robber 
tered the bank in Oraiya, in foil 
Tokyo outskirts, >ust- befo«* 
closing time Monday, He/Irk 
throw a bug across the counter 
and ordered tellers to SB. it 
with cash or he would set the 
building on fire. When three ^ 
pjmk clerk* tried to overpower 
him, he poured petrol on 
floor and flicked the ligWet/if 
He was badly injured and tb4^n 
three employees suff««4 : 3s 
minor burns, police shidr ThejUl 1 
j»aid the man could- fafifr^S 
charges of robbery and caw** il , 
bodily hann once he recovers^ i 
from his injuries. ‘ . .. /S 
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ilan. United romp 15 points clear 
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•• . VON DON (AFP) — Munches- 
:r United turned on the style 
. j hammer struggling Sheffield 
Hired .away aiBramalJ Lane. 
• : ■ td ; march 15-points dear at 
■ ■ lo P °f premiership. 

^The United eoals came from 
. , .lark Hughes, Lee Sharpe and 
K .ric Cantona. 

. *■ Defeat dropped Sheffield 
' itp the bottom four — and 
. also lost key defender 
\ '' jul Beesley who was stretch- 
' ed. off midway rthrough the 
' cond-hali 

Tlie league leaders were 
. - .early rika by Dave Bassett’s 
ascription of them as a 
’ .tough house team," and 
J .iswered with fine, flowing 
.'*■ ".olball. . 

Tbey„took the lead after 13 
inutes when Hughes scored 
s tenth, goal of the season by 


Alan Kelly, and the Shef- 
soon 

Writing overtime, 
fn the 27th minute' Kelly was 
■•ain picking the ball out of 
■e net. . ‘ 

GaryJ?aHister. Paul Ince and ' 


*;»■ ashing home a shot past di- 
" a '^5ng Alan Kelly, and th< 
goalkeeper was 


‘ uehes Combined neatly, with 
- e Welshman delivering a pei 
■ctly timed pass to release Lee 


rarpe beyond the home de- 
nce ax&the young England 
.at fouiid'his target with a low 
tot. ‘ . 


Brian "McClair should have 
made n three soon afterwards 
when Paul Parker's cross pick- 
ed him out unmarked eight 
yards in front of goal but "he 
headed wide. 

In the second-half Sheffield 
pushed United back at times 
and won a number of comers. 

This encouraged .Bassett to 
pitch fit-again striker Justein 
Flo into the fray, in place of 
Andy Scon, in the hope' that 
his extra height and power 
could pay dividends. 

But on the hour, and just 
four minutes after Flo’s intro- 
duction, Giggs released Canto- 
na and the French internation- 
al sped 40-yards into the home 
area to steer a shot past Kelly 
which went in off the inside of 
the near post. 

Denis Irwin and Carl Brad- 
shaw were booked after a 
squabble out on the touchline, 
before Ferguson sent on Re- 

S iblic of Ireland international 
Keane in place of 

Within a minute Ward fired 
in a rasping free-kick to test 
Peter Schmcichel for the first 
time and the Danish interna- 
tional duly made a difficult 
save look easy. 

Ince was booked in the 78th 
minute as the game became 


scrappy, but the champions 
finished with a flourish to 
almost snatch a fourth goal 
right on time but Sharpe's shot 
was saved by Kelly. 

Meanwhile Steve Red- 
mond's first goal for Oldham 
settled a bruising battle against 
bottom club "Swindon at 
Boundary Park. 

The gutsy centre-back, mak- 
ing his 56th appearance, struck 
six minutes from the end with a 
superb 20-yard drive to give 
Oldham seven points ffonTthe 
last nine and complete their 
first double of the season. 

■Oldhajiii had gone into a 
half-time lead when winger 
■Rick Holden paid back a 
chunk of his recent S350.000 
fee with a super goal. 

Holden, who returned to his 
former club from Manchester 
City two months ago, curled a 
30-yard touchline free-kick 
past hapless Swindon keeper 
Fraser Digby in the 11th mi- 
nute. 

In an untidy and often scrap- 
py first-half Swindon had three 
players booked and Oldham 
lost two key men with injuries. 

Kevin Horlock, Andy Mutch 
and John Moncur went into the 
book of Lancaster referee 
David Allison for reckless 
tackles. 


Seeker plans rebirth after birth 


• .1UNICH (AFP) — Boris 
seker, who failed to clear the 
. - st hurdle at the Grand Slam 
- Jp, admitted that he was 
ger to turn his back on his 
. 3rst-ever season. 

.. / 7‘I can never be satisfied with 
.. . at,” he grimaced after being 
jaten 5-7, 4-6 by talented 
' ; with African Wayne Fen-eira. 
t “I felt fine going into the 
. atch biit I couldnt. do on 
>011 what I could do in prac- 
said the German who 
epared for the event at Nick 
jflettieri’s academy in 
orida. 

r 3s?3 l -This has been my worst- 
er season but my mind has 
WcFS 2,'en on other things. You can- 
't play top-five in the world 
Minis when you aren't 
:ussed.V - 


He has decided to miss the 
Australian Open in order to be 
with girlfriend Barbara Felms 
who is due to give birth to their 
first child early in the New 
Year but he said a final deci- 
sion on whether or not he will 
continue with Bollettieri would 
probably be taken next 
weekend. 

“We shall have more talks 
and then come to a derision,” 
he said. 

Bpllettieri is best known as 
the man who launched the 
careers of top stars Andre 
Agassi and Jim Courier, and 
Monica Seles. 

Becker, who had been 
seeded to play compatriot and 
world number-two Michael 
Stich in the semif-finals here, 
paid .a warm tribute to his 
Fenfeifa^'Wtto'-hKd T6§t mr '• ’*rch-i ival wlrerSimday led Ger- 


fourth in the world, adapted 
his clay-court style well to the 
fast surface and brushed aside 
Magnus Larsson of Sweden 6- 

Stich, who beat Michael, 
Chang in last year's final, 
£pens his campaign against 
American Malivai Washington 
Wednesday. 

Only Jim Courier, who has 
dropped from first to third 
since winning the Australian 
Open in January, is missing 
from the world’s top 16. 


A1 Wihdat falls to 5th place; 
A1 Faisali leads soccer league 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Top standings 
have changed significantly af- 
ter the week of" soccer's first 
division championship as A1 
Faisali topped the league, 
while last week's leaders A! 
Wihdat fell back to 5th posi- 
tion after the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) applied a 
stria set of rules in dealing 
with a controversial case. 

Tiileholders Al Faisali who 
deafeated AI Baqaa 4-0 Tues- 
day. seem set to consolidate 
their lead as they meet lowly 
Al Yarmouk Friday, while 
fourth-placed Al Arabi. the 
surprise team of the competi- 
tion so far. will be aiming for a 
win over newcomers A l Fuheis 
in the ninth week of action. 

Al Wihdat lost their top 
standing after the JSF ruled 
that their 3-U win over Al 
Baqaa was invalid as Abdullah 
Abu Zame'h. a Widhat player, 
had played although he had 
three bookings. The former 
champions were considered 3-0 
losers of the match and thu-. 
lost three points in the overall 
standings while Al Baqaa adv- 
anced from last to 20th place. 

Al Widhat protested the rul- 
ing citing that their manager 
was told that Abu Zame'h had 
two bookings and he thus let 
the player join the game of 
Nov. 14". It was not until their 
match against Ai Qadissieh on 
Nov. 25 that Al Wihdat 
learned that Abu Zame'h had 
three bookings, one of which 
was issued during an under-19 
match. 


ir of this previous matches 
ainst the former German 
mber-one — two of them 
■S year, said: “He didn’t 
rve too well today but a lot of 
•i problem is to do with confi- 
nce. He's not doing the 
ngs he used to do." 
Becker, who has slumped 
. >m number five to number 
.:ven in the rankings, con- 
. med that be has parted com- 
• . ny with his coach Eric Jelen 
.. er only six months. 

‘It wasn't easy because we 
„ r close friends. But there are 
- hard feelings on my part.” 

- »«,C4 9 2a' said. 

‘ ‘ " .. . ..-Becker', who. has now had sax 

ril ^^^^‘ ‘“iches in ten years, also re- 
itly split with Romanian 
. nager Ion Tiriac and his 
airs are now handled 1>y 
r npatriot Axel Meyet* Wolden 
organiser' and prdmoter of 
.• Grand Slam Cup. 

Seck’er will not play again 
- til he travels ,to France for 
: Marseille Open in the first 
ek of February. 


many to their third Davis Cup 
triumph. 

And he did not rule out 
making himself available for 
selection for the 1994 competi- 
tion. 

”1 cannot say anything right 
now. First I shall have to have 
talks with the captain Niki 
Pilick and with Michael 
(Stich)," he said. 

Becker, who derided not to 
play for his country in 1993, 
said of Stich: “He has played 
very, very good tennis — not 
just over the last week — but 
over the last twelve months. 

In the $6 million event Fer- 
reira now meets Sweden's Ste- 
fan Edberg, who saw off 
American Todd Martin, 
Edberg. also trying to salvage a 
bitterly disappointing season 
won 6-3. 6-2. 

Czech Petra Korda also had 
a straight-sets win over Rus- 
sia's Alexandre Volkov, win- 
ning 6-2, 6-3. 

And Spain's French Open 
winner Sergi Bruguera. ranked 


ANNOUNCMENT 

Dr. Akram M. Dajani, F.flf.C.S. 

Consultant urologist 

formerly professor of urology, Jordan University 
has moved his clinic to: 

Dar Ai Hekmah Clinic - next to Safeway Super- 
market 

Tel.: Clinic - 602217, Home - 676787 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH hbisch 


THE PICTURE IS COMPLETE 
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Both vuln erable . Eat deals. 
NORTH 
*AJ8 
<? J 8 2 
■ OK 3 2 
■#■8 8 3 

TBSTr. ■■ EAST 
53- #942 

A 10 9 7K0S4 3 

10 8 8 6 4 0 Void 
742 * A K J 10 6 

SOUTH 
# K Q 10 7 6 
9 7 

0AQJ97 
«Q5 
ha bkJdiog: 

ut Sooth West North 

9 1*1 Pm 2 9 

# 4- 4 , Pas# Pass 

W Pass . Pms Paw 

Opening lead: ? 

we are indebted to Dr. George 
Manktame's axcsDeat book More 

• ps/bt-Tbpflox this deal from the 
8$ Mexican Nationals. Study only 
t Went hand and the auction, than 
ect yoor opening lasd before read- 

(OH, , 

North 1 ® heart cue-hid showed a 
lit raise or better in spades. Even 
posite a limit raise and only three 
anpAgame rated to be a shoo-in. 


so South got there by the shortest 
possible route. 

The author sat West, playing 
with his favorite partner, Eddie 
Wold. Without EaafS double, West 
would surely have led the ace of 
hearts. It would then have taken a 
diamond shift at trick two to defeat 
the contract one trick. 

The double, however, pointed the 
way to a better defense. Dr. Rosenk- 
ntnx reasoned that'by bidding two 
suits, the second at the three-level. 
East had to have 10 or 11 cards in 
those suits. Also, East was unlikely 
to have doubled four spades with a 
spade void. Therefore, East had to 
very short in the fourth suit, 
diamonds. 

For the opening lead West select- 
ed the tan of diamonds, a suit pref- 
erence signal for the higher of the 
other two side suits, hearts. East 
ruffed the diamond, dutifully re- 
turned a heart to partner’s ace and 
scored another diamond niff. The 
wee and king of dubs completed a 
two-trick set. 

As the greet Terence Reese once . 
wrote: “There is no such thing aa a 
blind opening lead; just deaf open- 
ing leaders!” 


TWO BEDROOM FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

4th Circle, Jabal Amman 
JD350 per month. 

Call 642855 


Furnished Semi-Villa and 

Apartment For Rent 

☆ Apartment consists of 3 bedrooms, salons, 2 glas- 
sed-in verandas, a maid's room with telephone, 
central heating. Located in Shmeisani, Tyche Hotel 
street. 

Semi-villa consists of A bedrooms, spacious salons 
with central heating, fireplace, with spacious garden 
and garage. Located in Abdoun. 

Call tel.: 816295 


CHRISTMAS 

presents 

o nly fro m: 

D AJAN1 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

2-storey villa with an additional basement floor. 
☆ 300m 2 ☆ Distinguished design ☆ Simple, 
modem furniture ☆ Spacious, yet cosy atmos- 
phere ☆ Attractive garden ☆ All utilities avail- 
able. 

Location: Opposite main gate of Jordan 
University, uphill in a residential area. 

For more information call 644405 or 
644447 Dr. Aamiry 


Apparently, the referee of 
the under-! 9 match had onlv 
notified the JSF of the book'- 
ing. which occured durine the 
October match, onlv recently, 
so even if Al W'ihdat had 
known of the bookings, it was 
nor officially registered at the 
JSF at the time their disputed 
match against Al Baqaa. 

However the JSF cited item 
“of article 3 of the general 
rules and regulations which 
clearly states that the manager 
of each team shall be responsi- 
ble for checking the plavers' 
bookings and that the federa- ' 
tion is not responsible for 
notifying the teams. 

Al Wihdat were dealt 
another blow when they were 
held to a goalless draw against 
Al Fuheis. 

The team is set to be 
affected by this week's results 
and even more so after the 
board of directors of Al 
Widhat Club suspended the 
team's top strikers Jihad and 
Hisham Abdul Mun'em for un- 
sportsmanlike conduct during 
matches and training. Jihad got 
a nine month suspension wliile 
Hisham wask suspended for six 
months. 

In the week's other surpris- 
ing result, one time champions 
Af Ramtha barely managed a 
1-1 draw against Al Arabi. 

Ahmad Subhi gave Al Arabi 
the lead in the 49 minute, but 
they could not hold on to win 
as Fayez Bdewi was tackled in 
the penalty box and Mouaffaq 
Abu Hdeib scored from a 
penalty shot in the 73rd mi- 
nute. 


Al Ahli continued their 
latest convincing results and 
jumped to second place after a 
3-0 win over Sabab. 

Nart Yadaj scored the first 
goal in the 37th minute. Strik- 
ers Amer Wali and Imad Fataf- 
lah netted in the second and 
third goals in the 78th and SOth 
minutes, as Sahab finished the 
week bottom-of-lhe-league. 

Al Jazireh surprised Al 
Qadissieh when they scored 
their win first 1-0. The 43rd 
minute goal by Ismail Al Kha- 
tib advanced' their standing 
from 10th to 7th. They will 
next face Al Baqaa Thursday. 

Al Hussein remained in 


third place place after a 2-U win 
over Al Yarmouk. They were 
finally relieved to score a win 
as they had been held to draws 
in their latest matches against 
Al Jazireh and Al Baqaa. 

Mohammad Shwetter scored 
the first goal in the 20th mi- 
nute. ana Munib Gharaibeh 
scored the second goal three 
minutes before the end of the 
match. 

Like A! Wihdat. Al Hussein 
will be greatly affected as two 
top players. Aref Hussein and 
Gharaibeh. are set to miss 
their upcoming marches ftnee 
both will join the Jordanian 
Peacekeeping Forces in 
Croatia. 


Standings after 8th week 


Team 
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Yarmouk 
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4 
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1 

1 

2 
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i 
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5 
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7 
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Call US Sir:.:- ;j 

Burinv Walchr t'.irj*. 

[Mr. Osama, from 10 a.m.-S 
Tel.: 6281111. Fie.: «51U!. j! 
.Amman dcivrlo-.t :i« -J!!. 
Hashi-im Str. 
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Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


For Sale 

Car with customs fees unpaid 
(used in Japan) 

Nissan Sunny 1992: air-conditioned, power steer- 
ing, tinted and “electric window, stick shift, four 
doors, in excellent condition. 

Cali tel.: 662417 


The German Speaking Ladies 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
supported by O) 


©S 


will he on Friday 10th Dee. 132 
trom 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.n. 
at the Annnan Marriott Hotel. 
' - --Esny iee 1 JD/T&ildieiT&ee 
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DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

A deluxe villa in a diplomatic area in Shmeisani 
between Bahraini embassy and the Darotel, Bilal Bin 
Rabah Str. No./122, with deluxe finishing, garden, 
.garage for four cars and al! facilities. 

Can be rented furnished or unfurnished. 

For more information, please call 669348 or 
846233 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Newly furnished, with the touch of a nice home, not just 
an apartment for rent. 

Three bedrooms, separate heating system, telephone, 
area for parking. 

Location: Jabal Amman, between 4th and 5th Circles. 

For more information, please contact 
telephone 699606 after 3:30. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR REL 7Z 

In a newly byilt building that consists of a villa and an 
apartment, it has the following features: 

-3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. 

- 190 square metres + 60 square metres op?n terrpes*. 
-Brand new furniture which has never been use.J. 

- Fully-equipped brand new kitchen. 

-Washer, diver, dishwasher. 

-Wall to wall carpeting. 

Located close to U.S. embassy in Abdoun. 

Suited for individuals working in a diplomatic mission. 

For more Information please call 811010 


Adv. No. 100/93 

EXHIBITION OF PALESTINIAN 
EMBROIDERY 

The Department of Relief and Social Sen/ices 

UNRWA 

Invites you to a Christmas exhibition 
of 

Palestinian embroidery, cards 
for Christmas and seasons grea tings 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Forum. Jabal Amman, 
Dec. 7-9,. 1993, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
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T Td.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Harrison Ford — in 

PATRIOT GAMES 

Show* 12: SI. 3JH. h;!S. SjO. 10:3*» 


CinfM i a 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD *1’ 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN THE LINE OF FIRE 

Shows: 12:30. 330, 6:15, 830. I(fc30 

CONCORD fi 2* 
For Ever Young 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6.15. &30, 10:30 


Onema 


Td.: 699238 


PLAZA 



MADONNA 

iN 

body of evidence 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5. 6J0. &30. 10*J0 


Td.: 675571 

Mtabfl Al NUsfatni Ttatre 


^AlRnTBfen 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Ai Shaer, Fuad ShanaH 
in addition to other comedians 
Every 'night at 8:15 . 
Tiskets. are sold All .day 


Nabil & Hishartfs Tc!.: 625155 ? 

AHLAN THEATRE S 


The political comeay 

WELCOME ARAB SURNE? 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis avalfefeis 


3 ’! 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran says talks under way with UAE 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s foreign minister. Alai Akbar 
Velayati. said Wednesday talks were under wa\ with the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to wive a dispute "over three 
Gulf islands, the Islamic Republic News Agency reported. The 
agency quoted Mr. Velayati as >aying Tehran was* holding 
"'direct and indirect Talks"*with the UAE over the Greater and 
Lesser Tunhs and Abu Musa, three Gulf Islamic islands that 
both countries claim as theirs. "Fortunately this understanding 
exists in the region that Iran is not after expansionism.” IRNA 


quoted him as saying on a visit Tabriz in northwestern Iran. 
He said Tehran was ‘looking forward to receiving a delegation 


He said Tehran was "looking forward to receiving a delegation 
from the UAE io follow up the postponed talks. 


Another foreigner freed in Yemen 


SANAA ( AP) — Disgruntled Yemeni tribesmen briefly seized 
another foreigner two days after U.S. diplomat Haynes R. 
Mahoney was freed by kidnappers from a different tribe, 
officials said Wednesday. A young German geologist was 
released on Monday after being held for 21 2 days by his 


captors in Abu Zha’byan. in the Du mar province about HX) 
kilometres south of Sanaa. German Consul Martin Huth 


kilometres south of Sanaa. German Consul Martin Huth 
identified the man only hv his family name of Kunhert and said 
he was still a student geologist who had. however, been taken 
on as an apprentice by Yemen Hunt, the subsidiary of the U.S. 
Hunt Oil Col. the main oil producer in Yemen. “They were 
demanding the release from jail of a member of their tribe. I 
don't think their demand was met. then they simply released 
Kuhnert." said Huth. 


Two jailed for arson murders in Germany 


SCHLESWIG (AFP] — Two neo-Nazis were given maximum 
prison sentences here Wednesday for killing three Turkish 
people by deliberately setting thefr home alight at Moeiiin in 
northern "Germany. Michael Perers. 26. was sentenced to life, 
and Lars Christiansen. 20 was sentenced to 10 years for the 
murder of a 51-year-old Turkish woman and two young girls 
aged 10 and 14 who all died in the flames. Eight others were 
wounded in the blaze which, the court held, the two started on 
the nieht of Nov. 23. by throwing incendiary devices into the 
Turks r living quarters. 


Stich becomes Swiss president for second 
time 


BERN (AFP) — Otto Stich. 66. was elected Swiss president 
for next year by the country's parliament, in succession to 
Adolf Ogi. Mr. "Stich. a socialist, who also held the rotating 
presidency in 19HS. is the senior member of the seven-member 
government and also heads the finance department. 


Israeli boats fire at Lebanese fishermen 


TYRE (AP) — Israeli gunboats fired on Lebanese fishermen 
sailing from the southern port ’city of Tyre before dawn 
Wednesday. Security sources said a boat "was sunk and a 
fisherman wounded.* The victim. Wissam Tewfiq Samra. 22. 
was taken to Jabal Amel hospital, which is run by Tyre's 
Shi ite Muslim community, the sources said. The attack- 
occurred in Mediterranean waters between Tvre and the 


Lebanese bonier town of Naqoura just north of Israel’s 
frontier at around 5 a.m. (0300 GMTi. the sources said. Israel 


frontier at around 5 a.m. (0300 GMT). the sources said. Israel 
had banned nighttime fishing off that 19.5-kilometre strip 
since Palestinian guerrillas attempted to raid northern Israel 
on water scooters Oct. 9. 


French police ralB Tunisian activists 


PARIS (AFP) — French police raided the homes of 12 
Tunisian Islamic fundamentalists in the Paris area and eastern 
France on Wednesday seeking evidence of an alleged con- 
spiracy to make attacks on French territory. Police said the 
swoop was carried out at the request of a Tunisian examining 
magistrate who issued an international warrant asking France 
to probe ""the possibility that criminal gangs" were planning to 
"attack persons or property" in France. "Police searched the 
home of Tunisian political* refugee Salah Karker at Epinay- 
sur-Seine. north of Paris, and arrested his wife. Samira Labicfi, 
for questioning. Mr. Karker. a leader of the Tunisian 
fundamentalist "movement Al Nahda (rebirth), is currently 
held under house arrest in a hotel in Brest, western France. . 


Gulf defence force to be tripled 


MANAMA (AFP) — The Gulf Arab monarchies are set to 
boost their "Peninsula Shield" joint defence force from 8.000 
to 25.000 men. the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) secretary 
general said Wednesday. Sheikh Fnhim Al Qassimi. quoted in 
the Bahraini press, said GCC defence ministers decided on the 
move last month and it was to be approved by their heads of 
state at a summit which opens Dec. 20 in Riyadh. Peninsula 
Shield was formed in 1986 and is based in Saudi Arabia, but 
was powerless to prevent Iraq invading Kuwait in August 
1990. The GCC nas been debating its collective defence 


strategy since the allies ended the Iraqi occupation in February 
1991. and boosting the force would be the first practical step. 


Prosecutor rests his case 


in assassination plot trial 


.AMMAN (AP) — A military 
prosecutor Wednesday asked 
the State Security Court for a 
auiltv verdict in the trial of 10 
Jordanians accused to pinning 
to assassinate King Hussein 
and seize power. 

Major Muhannad Hijazi. 
presenting his summation in 
the the-month-old trial, told 
the tribunal that prosecution 
evidence had established the 
guilt of the accused, two of 
whom were being tried in 
absentia. 

Mr. Hijazi dismissed de- 
fence arguments that the con- 
fessions of the accused were 
extracted under torture and 
said medical experts who 
appeared in court could not 
substantiate the torture aliega- 


south Jordan. 

According to Maja. Hijazi. 
five Muta students, who were 
"deeply religious" and who re- 
sented the "pro-Western poli- 
cies of the government, were 
enlisted by the puritan Hezb 
Al Tahrir." or Islamic Libera- 
tion Party, to carry out the 
plot. 


nons. 

“I submit that all the defen- 
dants be found guilty ax 
charged.” said Maj. Hijazi. A 
guilty verdict in a plot against 
the Monarch carries a manda- 
tory death sentence. All the 
accused in court have pleaded 
innocent. 

Charges filed against the de- 
fendants say they plotted 
"against the life of the king, 
sought to rewrite the constitu- 
tion through violent means and 
belonged to an illegal organisa- 
tion." 

Linder standing court 
orders, no one involved in the 
case could be identified hv 


Hezb Al Tahrir. which wa> 
established in the West Bank 
in 1951 and set up a branch in 
Jordan a year later, does nor 
recognise * any existing Arab 
governments and seeks the 

establishment of an Islamic 
caliphate though revolutionary 
means 

The prosecutor said four 
Hezh Al Tahrir leaders, in- 
cludins the two fugitives, had 


hatched the assassination plot 
and thev enlisted the Muta 


students through an ex-student 
who was serving us a member 
of the Royal Escort Unit, 
which follows the Monarch 
round the clock. 


The students. accordinH. to 
Maj. Hijazi. were ardent 
admirers of Lieutenant Khaled 
A I Islambouly. who assassin- 
ated F.gyprian President 
Anwar Sadat during military 
parade in Cairo in October 
1981. 


The accused students, all in 
the 211-25 age group, were sup- 


name. 

The eight defendants, wear- 
ing prison uniforms, looked n 
as Maj. Hijazi reconstructed 
the alleged plot to assassinate 
King Hussein d urine a gradua- 
tion ceremony at Nlufa Uni- 
versity. a military college in 


posed to have attended a June 
_6 graduation ceremony pres- 
ided over bv the King and thev 


planned to open fire on the 
Monarch when he was inspect- 
ing a guard of honour. Mai. 
Hijazi said. 

They were arrested before 
the ceremony look place. 


Prince Hassan visits 


bridge, APC plant 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Nas- 
sau visited the King Hussein 
Bridge Wednesday. 

The Prince inspected the 
security and police stations at 


the bridge, urging employees 
to facilitate procedures for the 
visitors and the arrivals. He 
also welcomed some of the 
visitors from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Later, Prince Hassan visited 


APC Director Suleiman 
Hawaii presented a review of 
the company’s activities and 
exports of potash. 

Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf outlined 
Jordan's investment policies 
and its measures to attract in- 
vestors from abroad. 

Dr. Fayez Khasawneh, 


Aqaba Region Authority pres- 
ident, talked about the de- 


the Arab Potash Company 
(APC) plant near the southern 
tip of the Dea Sea accompa- 


velopment of the Aqaba sea- 
port and the Wadi Araba re- 


nted by the chairman of 
Japan's Mitsubishi con- 
glomerate. 

The Prince chaired a meet- 
ing at the plant for the heads cf 
local government departments 
in the southern regions and 
urged them to coordinate 
efforts to boost development in 
their respective regions. 


gion. 

Dr. Umayya Touqan, direc- 
tor of the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) reviewed the 
situation in the market and 
measures to attract businesses 
to participate in the market’s 
activities. 

The Crown Prince and the 
Mitsubishi chairman also 
toured the different pans of 
the APC plant. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday meets with workers at the Arab 


Potash Company plant in Ghor Safi (Petra 
photo) 


PLO n© nearer to opening aid taps 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 


tuted ‘‘political interference" 
in the affairs of the Palestinians 


AMMAN — The United 
States has implicitly served 
notice on Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat not to expect 
international assistance unless 
he revamps some of the econo- 
mic bodies he has set up to 
supervise the reconstruction of 
the Palestinian economy, in- 
formed sources said 
Wednesday. 

It was the first known 
account of any Western official 
openly taking up the conten- 
tious issue with the Palestine 
liberation Organistion (PLO) 
chairman, who is accused by 
some of his own people of 
favouring loyalists rather than 
qualified experts while making 
key appointments in the eccP 
noinic sector. 

The warning was conveyed 
to Mr. Arafat by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher during their meeting in 
Amman Monday, the sources 
said. 

Mr. Arafat, long known for 
his skilf ul manoeuvre gs, re- 
plied that the demand consti- 


and was not acceptable, the 
sources said. 

The PLO chairman also 
questioned an assertion by Mr. 
Christopher that the U.S. 
stand was supported by 
Europe, they saia. 

“Let me have one European 
statement to this effect," Mr. 
Arafat was quoted as telling 
Mr. Christopher during the 
meeting, held at the American 
ambassadors residence. 


Both Mr. Christopher and 
Mr. Arafat referred to the 


issue in a post-meeting press 
conference on Monday, but 
their comments gave little in- 
sight into what transpired dur- 
ing the talks. 

“Credible structures to re- 
ceive the assistance need to be 
put in place, and the chairman 
enlightened me about the 
structures that he has been 
setting up to receive and hand- 
le the assistance,” Mr. Christ- 
opher said. “So it was a useful 
meeting, particularly in this 
respect." 

“It was useful as far as ex- 
change of views was con- 


cerned. but little else in 
advancing Arafat's quest to get 
the flow of aid moving," said a 
senior PLO official. 

Mr. Arafat, in his comments 
at the press conference, said: 
‘T would also like to thank 
Secretary Christopher for his 
efforts regarding his work with 
World Bank and the donors 
who are trying to help the 
Palestinian people to start their 
new lives and to build infras- 
tructure that was totally des- 
troyed over the years. 

"The meeting was useful, 
positive and fruitful.” 

An international donors' 
conference held on Oct. 1, two 
weeks after Israel and the PLO 
signed their groundbreaking 
autonomy agreement in 
Washington, pledged more 
than $2 trillion in two years to 
help the economic develop- 
ment of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

But no allocations have been 
made yet since the composition 
of a Palestinian economic de- 
velopment council, headed by 
Mr. Arafat hims elf and suc- 
ceeded by Farouk Kaddoumi, 
the Pales tinian “foreign minis- 


ter,” is not acceptable to the 
donors, who are insisting on 
professional and qualified eco- 
nomic experts to do the job. 

The World Bank, which will 
coordinate the assistance, has 
not released an urgent tranche 
of $50 million in loan as “start- 
up” funds for the PLO, diplo- 
mats said. 


The PLO chairman left Jor- 
dan immediately after Mon- 
day's meeting and turned up in 
Germany the next day on a 
prearranged visit as part of a 
globetrotting he has nnder- 


present structure of the bodies 
he has set up. 

Informed sources in Paris, 
where die donors met again on 
Nov. 1 and where the PLO and 
Israel are discussing economic 
cooperation, said European 
countries indeed wanted more 
PLO “accountability” for the 
international assistance but 
had not made the point force- 
fully to Mr. Arafat. 


takne after signing the Sept. 13 
autonomv accord with Israel 


autonomy accord with Israel 
(Germany was the 18th coun- 
try that Mr. Arafat visited 
since Sept. 13). 


During his visits to Euro- 
pean countries, Mr. Arafat has 
Seen repeatedly complaining 
of “indirect political pressure 
and “efforts to meddle with 
Palestinian political independ- 
ence,” diplomats say. 

It was not immediately 
known if any of the European 
leaders was sympathetic to his 


No American sources were 
available to confirm the 
account of the Arafat-Qirist- 
opher meeting, but PLO offi- 
cials said in Tunis that the net 
outcome of the meeting was a 
stalemate. 

Mr. Arafat told some of his 
dose confidants after the meet- 
ing that the talks with Mr. 
Christopher were “disappoint- 
ing,” the sources said. 

“He may have come out 
unscathed m the verbal battle 
with Christopher, but foe fact 
remains that the PLO is no 


longer near receiving assist- 
ance than it was before die 


grievances ana willing to open 
the taps of assistance in the 


Monday meeting,” said a 
senior PLO official based in 


senior 

Tunis. 


Heath seeks to free 


Britons held in Iraq 



BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Former British Prune Minister 
Sir Edward Heath, backed by 
his government, headed for 
Baghdad on Wednesday to try 
and win freedom for three Ba- 
tons jailed in Iraq. 

British embassy political 
officer Mark Le Goy said in 
Amman Mr. Heath left on the 
12-hour trip to Baghdad from 
Amman early on Wednesday. 
He said die families of the 
three prisoners had asked him 
to try and help secure their 
release. 

A Baghdad diplomat said on 


Wednesday Iraq may release 
the three jailed Britons over 


the three jailed Britons over 
the weekend. 

“I have some indication that 
something may happen during 
the weekend,” a European di- 
plomat said when asked about 
prospects of the prisoners' re- 


“I hope they will be with 
their families before Christ- 
mas.” the diplomat said. 

An official at the Iraqi In- 
formation Ministry, reached by 
telephone from Amman, said 
Mr. Heath was due to meet 
with officials in Baghdad on 
Thursday. He declined to re- 
veal who would receive Mr. 
Heath. 


Reports in the British media 
lid Mr. Heath hoped to meet 


with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein to appeal for the re- 
lease of Paid Ride, Michael 
Wainwright and Simon Dunn. 

Mr. Ride, 33, from Walth- 
amstow in East London, was 
working in Kuwait when he 
was believed to have lost his 
way in the desert near the 
poorly marked Kuwait-Iraq 
border in June last year. 

He was arrested when be 
sought help from an Iraqi 
checkpoint and was later sent- 
enced to seven years in prison. 

Mr. Wainwnght, 42, from 
West Yorkshire in northern 
England, was arrested and 
sentenced to 10 years in prison 
after crossing into Iraq from 
Turkey while on a cycling trip 
from Australia to Britain May 
last year. 

Mr. Dunn, 23, who lived in 
Kuwait, was arrested by Iraqi 
border guards at die port of 
Umm Qasr in June this year 
and sentenced to eight years. 

Senior Arab diplomats said 
chances were “even" that Mr. 
Heath would be successful. 
They noted President Saddam 
had made it a policy to respond 
positively to such appeals if 
they came from head-o (-gov- 
ernment or bead-of-state level 
officials. 

The diplomats said President 
Saddam was particularly an- 



LONDON (AFP) — Former 
British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher Wednesday was 



grilled on her government's 
decision in 1988" to ease the 


Edward Heath 


decision in 1988 to ease the 
way for arms sales to Iraq. 

She defended the decision, 
but insisted she was not aware 
of it at the time. 

"It may have been men- 
tioned to me by one of my 
secretaries." she told an offi- 
cial inquiry into British arms 
shipments to Iraq, aided by the 
government, in violation of an 
embargo. 

"T have no recollection if it 


xious that senior government 
leaders deal with him directly 
— part of bis bid to rehabilitate 
himself into mainstream inter- 
national politics and secure an 
end to the 40-month-old U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq. 

President Saddam released 
three Swedes in response to an 
appeal from King Carl Gustav 
and a Filipino after a direct 
message from President Fidel 
Ramos. 

According to Arab diplo- 
mats, Iraq nas told Germany 
that a German student, identi- 


fied as Kay Sondemarm, serv- 
ing an eight-year term since 


early this year for illegal entry, 
could be released if Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl were to send a 
direct message to President 


Saddam. 


Witness 


was. 

Mrs. Thatcher's testimony, 
the first by a former British 
prime minister before such a 
commission, was in sharp con- 
trast to that of some of her 
former mandarins. 

Last month civil servant Eric 
Beston told the commission 
Mrs. Thatcher had been given 
confidential reports in 1989 de- 
tailing Iraq's attempts to pro- 
cure weapons in Britain. 

And in October a senior 
Ministry of Defence official 
told the commission Mrs. 
Thatcher had explicitly 
approved exprot licences for 
machine tools sent to Iraq by 
the British firm Matrix Chur- 
chill. despite warnings that the 
tools would be used" to manu- 
facture weapons. 

Months of testimony has in- 


dicated at least three junior 
ministers in the Thatcher gov- 
ernment had relaxed guide- 
lines drawn up to prevent de- 
fence equipment from reaching 
Baghdad and had aided and 
abetted British exporters. 

Mrs. Thatcher, forced to resr 
ign in November 1990, flushed 
on the witness stand as 42- 
year-old government barrister 
PresiJey Baxendale pressed her 
on why it took 11 months for 
the changed guidelines on ex- 
ports to trickle out. 

“Do you think it satisfac- 
tory...?' she asked. 

"‘The guidelines were corn- 
ring out." said a flustered 
Thatcher. 


"We come back to the same 
question again and again,” in- 
sisted Mr. Baxendale. 

"The policy was placed on 
record and I think with respect 
we have already dealt with the 
gap." said Mrs. Thatcher. 

But when challenged by Mr. 
Baxendale that there was no 
opportunity to publicly debate 
policy that was public, the for- 
mer premier finally conceded: 
"It might have been better if 
we had published earlier.’ 
The Scott inquiry, ordered 
by John Major who’ succeeded 
Mrs. Thatcher, is the result of 
a scandal that broke 13 months 
ago during a trial of three 
directors of Matrix Churchill 


New York blast 


to Identify 
1st suspect 


Fourth foreigner killed in Algeria 

ai /licnc / \ \ 


NEW YORK (R) — Prosecu- 
tors suffered a surprising 
embarrassment in the World 
Trade Centre bombing case 
Tuesday when a key witness 
was unable to identify’ defen- 
dants accused in the devastat- 
ing blast, and instead pointed 
to jurors. 

Service station attendant 
Willie Hernandez Moosh was 
expected to be the only witness 
who could place three of the 
defendants with the rvder ren- 
tal van believed to have carried 
the bomb Feb. 26, the day it 
exploded. 

Mr Moosh accurately de- 
scribed three of the defendants 
in the case as those who had 
refueled the rented van and an 
accompanying car. 

But when asked to identify 
the van’s driver. Mr. Moosh 
stepped down from the witness 
stand, looked around the cour- 
troom. scanned the defendants 
and then pointed to juror num- 
ber five. 

"It was a person sort of like 
that one." he said, sending the 
jurors into gales of laughter. 
Mr. Moosh spoke through an 
interpreter who translated 


from Spanish. 

Asked to describe the driver 
of a blue car accompanying the 
van he said. ** He was a white 


E erson with orange-coloured 
air... little freckles and he had 
some beard. He was sort of 
husky." 

That description matches de- 
fendant Mahmoud . Abu Hali- 
ma. but when asked to identify* 
the man described, he pointed 
to juror number six. a slightly 
built young man with reddish 
hair. 

According to court trans- 
cripts of a meeting lawyers had 
with the judge about the testi- 
mony. one defence lawyer said 
Mr. Moosh s inability to recog- 
nise the defendants was "de- 
vastating” to the government’s 
conspiracy theory*. 

“I don’t think it's devastat- 
ing unless I plan to indict juror 
number 6," said Gilmore Chil- 
ders, lead prosecutor. 

• After Mr. Moosh was unable 
to recognise the defendants in 
the courtroom, prosecutors in- 
troduced as evidence photo- 
graphs of the men that Mr. 
■■iMUMi uiiu identified prior to 
the trial. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Gun- 
men shot dead a Briton at a 
petrol station in western Alger- 
ia on Tuesday evening, "the 
fourth foreigner killed since a 
militant Islamic group's dead- 
line ordering all foreigners to 
leave expired last week. 

Malcolm Vincent, a 41 -year- 
old computer technician "who 
worked in the oil industry, was 
filling his tank when two men 
tried to steal his car and shoi 
him when he resisted, the offi- 
cial news agency APS said, 
citing security sources. 

Mr. Vincent, who worked 
for the Pulmun-Ketiog Firm, a 
contactor to state oil group 
Sonatrach. was killed hours 
after a 67-y car-old Frenchman 
was found shot dead near the 
.town of Blida. 

Max Burbot, a pensioner 
who had worked for Algerian 
firms for many veurs. was 
found in a makeshift hut where 
he lived. APS said. APS said 
there was no immediate in- 
formation on the motive for his 
killing. 

A British diplomat said he 
had no information on who 
had killed Mr. Vincent or why. 
He was shot in the throat and 
died on the way to hospital. 

Eleven foreigners have been 


killed in Algeria since Sept. 21. 
including three French 
citizens, three Russians, a Col- 
ombian. a Peruvian, a Filipino, 
a Spaniard and the Briton. 

Four have died since the 
expiry of a Nov. 3u deadline 
from an organisation calling 
itself the fundamentalist 
Armed Islamic Group warning 
foreigners to leave Algeria or 
face death. 


Britons not to go to Algeria 
except in an emergency, and 
Belgium, which had some 300 
nationals here before fun- 
damentalists began targetting 
foreigners, followed suit on 
Wednesday. 


No one has claimed respon- 
sibility for the last four killings 


Security officials said they 
“as yet had no indications of 
the motive" for the murder of 
Mr. Barbot. the retired 
Frenchman whom they de« 


and an Algerian security 
source said This week he be- 
lieved the attacks were the 
work of independent groups 
acting on their own. 

Security officials said Mr. 
Vincent may have been the 1 
victim of an attempt to steal his 
car. An Algerian man who was 
at the garage at the same time 
had his car stolen by the same 
armed gang, which ’then fled, 
local sources said. 


scribed as a ‘"marginal” living 

in Algeria since 1968. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said Wednesday 
that France was pursuing 
efforts to bring together its 
nationals in Algeria for their 
own protection and stepping 
up security for them. 

But he warned that the mea- 
sures. which include regroup- 
ing French children in a" smal- 
ler number of schools, "cannot 
be UK) per cent effective, we 
are therefore remaining very 
vigilant." 

The extremists, who want to 
found an Islamic state, began a 
guerrilla war after the army 
intervened in January 1992 to 
cancel the second round of a 
general election the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was set 
to win. 



A Foreign Office spokesman 
in London on Wednesday con- 
demned Mr. Vincent's murder 
and said the the government 
was "very concerned" for the 
335 British nationals living in 
Algeria and working mainly in 
the oil industry. 

Britain on Monday warned 





Charles Insists 
he wilt become 
king , 


LONDON <R) — Prince ' 

Charles said Wednesday he < 
was determined to become A 
king and would not let a failed jjS** 1 
marriage or reports of an 
alleged adulterous affair dep- r _ 
rive him of the British crown. y*‘- „ 

Prince Charles, responding to . . 
criticism that his stormy love ' 5 \. . 

life made him unfit to be king. 
authorised royal aides and a .1 ’ ’ ; t . 
government minister to ex- .. 
press his firm intention 10 sue- 
ceed Queen Elizabeth on the ’ 
throne. Wednesday’s popular f. ' 

newspapers all trumpeted the 

royal declaration "1 will be ' i-- : ' 
king” and reported the 45- < 
year-old heir apparent was not 
prepared to- let affairs of the, •- '«. 
heart stand in the way of tbv® 
throne he so desperately dc- * ' . 
sires. "Crown not Camilla .. .. 
Charles has made his choice," ... . 


blared the Daily Mirror, claim- 
ing the prince had decided tu . 
sacrifice his long-standing low * . « 

for brigadier’s wife Camilla K [ 

Parker Bowles. A dose' friend 
of the prince. Food Minister S 
Nicholas Sdames, was enlisted 
to spread the message of de- 
fiance through the press after a W , ^ 
day of avia debate about 
whether a divorced Prince 
Charles would have the moral -- 1 ' 
authority to be king. “To be 1 * 

king is not an ambition — it is a : *- J 
duty. That duty will pass at the _• 
appropriate moment to the . ' : 

Prince of Wales,” Mr. Soames, ;i -: * 1 

a former royal equerry, told . 
the popular press. “It is not 
like waking up in the moraine 
and saving I want to be art*' . 


A* 


and saying I want to 


engine driver. It simply does 
not work like that.” Doubts 


Thatcher cannot remember 
if laws broken for Iraq 


not work Hkc that.” Doubts 
over the prince's accession 
burst into me front pages this 
week after his estranged wife 
Princess Diana announced she 
was retreating from public life 
— taken as a dear sign that 
divorce was now inevitable. 
Britain was left to ponder the 
prospect of a divorced king and 
alleged adulterer becoming 
bead of the Church of Eng- 
land, which preaches the sanc- 
tity of marriage. 


Diana makes 
high-profile visit 
toBelfast 


toltiift 


BELFAST (R) — Britain’s *»lft** 
Princess Diana arrived in Bel- 
fast Wednesday on an un- 
announced visit to Northern l: 

Ireland just days after her • 

announcement of a retreat ‘-’T 
from public life by the end of n .* « 
tiie year. The visit placed -.i 
Diana firmly back into - tr- *. 
the limelight at a time when ; -r f 
her estranged husband Prince .* 

Charles was struggling to coun- *>": 
ter a growing pubhc debate tr , ^ ... 
over his fitness to become ■ i"\- 
king. Officials in Belfast said . V-~ ■ 

Princess Diana flew into Bel- ; ' m u . 

fast mid-monring and planned - ^ * 

to visit a hospital in the eastern ] ? - ‘ ^ 

part of the dty and attend a ; 


rive- 


reception held by a marriage - 
guidance counselling organ isa-^ 


tion. In London, Buckingham ? -r-% 

Palace said the visit was an - 


official one and had been 
arranged months in advance. H 

Such visits are never . j .. : .a- 
announced in advance for sr.-./ 

security reasons. i..j 


‘Gorbymania’ gets 
another airing 


*' i\f 
•'L\a 


LONDON (R) — Cbeei 


crowds lining city streets, lunch 
with Margaret Thatcher, a fire- 


side chat with the British prime ^ '■ , 
minister — it’s been just like v.- ,, , £ ’ 
old times for Mikhail Got- I.„. 
bachev this week. The former ^ , 

Soviet president may have ^ ' 

been stripped of power but ;v ' 
Britain remains faithful to the Atsjl . ' ; 
legend of- Mr. Gorbachev, ? 


?! 




father of glasnost and friend of v 
the West. Britons wallowed in V 


Gorbymania when he last to- 
sited Britain in July 1991, mob- 
bing him wherever he went. • 

Just one month later a failed a- 

right-wing coup promoted the ‘ v 

cause of rival Boris Yeltsin and ^ *?■- 


Mr. Gorbachev's grip 00 pow- 
er slipped beyond recall. On 
Sunday he returned to Britain * 
for a six-day tour that takes . 
everybody who is anybody in'V 
Britain and should give Gor- 4m , 
bachev’s woffle — and eao— i'b.-. ' ' 


on pow- 

»»* n. ci 


a healthy boost. By the time he .JW * -» a . ; 

flies out Friday,’ Gorbachev ■ . 

will have given lectures, BA-Tk- fix * sl ^ 
Prime Minister John MfejOTv ^ ^ r ‘«v t 
been star guest at a pariidiw#* 
tary reception and been itivtt Ikf J * -1, 
the Sir Winston ChUhAifi :'^- ; 
Award for his contribution to '/‘V s ^:- . . 
Middle East peace: In Lon*a *V ? . ^ y t n 
Tuesday, he met another oofr 
tical ieon of the 1980s. former ft. 2 
Prime Minister. Thatcher; •fbt*»i,\V« -,1 ir 


lunch. Lady Thaichtt’s hafred. — * 

of communists was one of 4* ’■ . r " 


constants of- British - fortdjpr? v 
policy in her U yeas in power ft .> 
that ended in 1990. But even , '»i ^ 
the iron lady fell foe Mr, Goin 
bachev’s charm. He . was toft 
only the symbol of a democra- 
tic Russia, he also knewhow to 
behave and was aware of th*; 
value of photo opportunities 


